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--"'.Turman leader 
Raises Jordan 

”■ J*. !; ■ . 

V;NN (Petra) — Deputy Speak- 
of tbe German Farirametit 
Klein has said that Jordan 
been employing its natural 
-.^Ooroes as well as loans and, 

- Ler forms of aid in a manner 

t yielded good results. Jor- 
: .. .Vs vast experience in tins en- 

- " vour provides indications of a 

sperous future for tbe King- 
-.Jn which is deeply respected in 
■Ormany, Mr. Klein said in an 
;;;jiview with Khaled Mahaddm; 

. Vctor of the Jordan News 
/‘eitcy, Petra. Mr. Klein said 
rmany believes that the 
' sstiirian-Israeli conflict should 
settled as part of an overall 
* idle East settlement. “I am 
fident that the Middle East 
ion’s crises can be solved and 
l the Arabs can utilise their 
r ,, oral resources and their vast 
•-„inAes in tbe development of 
. - jr countries.' 1 Mr. Klein said.” 
L.'.i German people look to His 
. .jesty King Hussein with deep 
- insect and appreciation as he is a 
-i'ier with far-sightedness lead- 
his people with wisdom and 
Mr. Klein said. Mr. Klein , 

. served at the German 
; oassy in Amman 30 years ago, 
.1 he was impressed by the 
; ' at developments achieved in 

- Kingdom. 

ilestinians protest 
Fighting in 
ibanon 

►ON (AP) — Palestinian re- 
res in Sidon staged a day-long 
ce Wednesday to protest tit- 
■ tat assassinations between the 
" nstream Palestine liberation 
anisation (FLO) and dissident 
Abu Nidal in which 17 people 
; been killed. Schools, shops 
. other businesses were dosed 
. : ie teeming in ’Ain Al HDweh 

- Mich Mich camps on the 
_toem outskirts of this provin- 

capitai of South Lebanon. 
Jents waved the Palestinian 
. - and shouted “Stop the blood- 
. ’ 1. We want peace.” Demon- 
tors burned car tires at die 
a entrances to 'Ain Al Hil- 
. , home for 60,000 refugees. 

.•trial demanded 


nisian Islamists 

US (R) — Amnesty Interoa- 
al urged Tunisia Wednesday 
pve fair retrials to Muslim 
lamentahsts jailed last August 
investigate charges that some 
: tortured and several died in 
re custody. The human rights 
uiisation said the 265 militants 
he outlawed movement Al 
da were sentenced, some of 
3 for life, in unfair mass trials 
barges of plotting against the 
Amnesty said Tunisian 
sign Minister Habib Ben 
la, sent an early copy of hs 
>rt, bad denied tbe prisoners 
: tortured or had unfair trials, 
he said the government had 
red a probe into the death of 
detainee following indica- 
; that he was tortured. 

ssia releases 
eenpeace boat 

0 (R) — Russian authorities 
ased a Greenpeace ship 
nesday after stopping tbe 
:1 nine days ago when the 
-on mental organisation tried 
sped Arctic nuclear dumps. . 
’ve been released,” expedi- 

leader John Sprange told 
ers by satellite telephone 
the Solo as it sailed from tbe 
of Murmansk- He said Rus- 
authorities “derided they 
t want to go ahead with 
ing charges. We’re now 
d for Norway.” The Solo 
Hopped by troops from the 
an coastguard cm Oct. 12 in 
Kara Sea as it tried to 
•*di a site where Green- 
says 15 nuclear reactors 
' 7,000 containers of nuclear 
were dumped by the former 

1 navy over 30 years. 

el, New Zealand 
ooperate in 
Mice 

AVTV (AP) — New Zea- 
Defence Minister Warren 
r agreed to cooperate with < 
the area of defence after a 
ig with Israeli Prime Mnris- 
- tzhak Rabin Tuesday, an 
defence ministry statement 
ir. Rabin, who also serves 
■ mce minister, briefed Mr. 
r on Israel’s defence prob- 
td on the arms race in the 
the statement said. 


Seventh round of talks opens; 
Israel plans explicit offer 
on Golan Heights to Syria 


Combined agency dhpatdm for peace. 

— A plan to extend autonomy 
ISRAELI AND JORDANIAN the 1.7 million Fafeamians of 
negotiators met at the State De- telwjcctipied West Bank 
partment Wednesday, opening a ”” Gaza. 

Ssventfa round of Middle East M^nwhUe. Isryl R adio re- 
peace negotiations. . P 0 ™ thaltoaeh negoti atois 

Israeli delegates were to bold waste give Syria an explicit offer 
separate talks with Syria, Lete- Wejre^y to yiddat least part 
nan and Palestinians from the “the Golan Heights. 


occupied territories later in the 
day. 


It said a new Israeli document 
Was to be handed to the Syrians at 


lire talks scheduled to last until resumption of negotiations in 
Nov. 19 with a recess at the end Washington. 


of October ahead of the Nov. 3 
U.S. presidential elections. 


The radio’s Washington corres- 
pondent quoted sources in the 


Discord among Palestinians Israeli delegation as saying the rejectea py^sraei as me mst step 
and the U.S. elections are com- document dearly expressed wil- towards a Palestinian state. 
(Seating the latest round of talks, hngness to withdraw from at Least A senior Palestine liberation 
The seventh round began with part of the Golan Heights. Organisation (PLO) official, 
the Israelis holding morning The Israeli-Syrian talks appear Mahmoud Abbas, said in Tunis 
meetings with Jordan and Leba- to have a better chance of mo- Tuesday that chances for real 


Israel’s talks with, the Palesti- 
nians are clouded by a new out- 
break of anti-Israeli street vio- 
lence in the occupied territory 
and vocal opposition by leftists 
amH Islamic fundamentalists to 
any accord with Israel. 

At the sixth round a month 
ago, Israel outlined general elec- 
tions of a dminis tr a tors for a self- 
governing Palestinian authority 
and other measures to increase 
Palestinian control over educa- 
tion, police, courts and taxes. 

The Palestinians are seeking 1 ! 
their own legislature, an idea 
rejected by Israel as the first step 
towards a Palestinian state. 

A senior Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official. 









CLERGY CONGRATULATE KING: Hb Majesty King 

Hussein Wednesday received Greek Orthodox Patriarch Deodoros 
L who congratulated him on his safe return home following 
successful su rg er y hi the UJL King Hussein thanked the patriarch 
for Ms feefiugs and arised hhn to coAveyhis and 

appreciation for members of Ms c nmuHmttj . Patria r ch Deodoros 
was acoomp^ed by Orthodox Armenian Patriarch Torfcom Man- 
ooUan, Bishop Baaffios. Bishop Tomonios, Arme nian Orthodox 


Patriarch Vafaan TopaBan and Father Adeeb AmntarL King 
Hu sa rin also received Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem and the 
Middle East Samir Qaflti, who conveyed to the King greetings from 
Ms community in Jerusalem. King Hussein yoked his gratitude and 
asked the archbishop to convey Ms greetings to members of Ms 
community . The audience was attended by Father Salem Dawani, 
Glued Musharbash and Samir Qowar (Petra photos) 


Prince urges institutional approach to Mideast 


nan. ceeding, although Syria insists h 

- Palestinian spokeswoman will accept only a total Israeli 
Ashrawi said that after a year of .withdrawal from the Golan 
negotiations beginning in Mad- Heights. Israel wants a Syrian 
rid,. Spain, last October, “We pledge of peace before its returns 


progress in this .round were not 
bright. “We don’t anticipate too 
much and we think the negotia- 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
Crown Prince Hassan has called 
for addressing all tbe disparities 
and discrepancies in the Middle 


tsons might take more time than ' East through an institutional 


expected,” he said. 


hope to set in motion something any land and has suggested the ^rtics wfu also be dfa- 

conercte and substantive.” process begin with a partial with- traded by the U.S. elections and 

Dr. Ashrawi, at the State De- drawal or an, interim arrange- the possibility that Democrat Bill 
partment to discuss the latest ment. Ohrtonwin take over the White 

round with Assistant Secretary of Israel Radio quoted sources in House. President George Bush 
State Ed pjerejian, added: “We the Israeli delegation as saying ^ fygm Secretary of State 
are willing to engage. We will their new offer on the Golan James Baker have made Mideast 
discuss all issues of substance” offers “more than the Syrians peace a cornerstone of their fore- 
Tbe talks will focus on two got” at previous negotiating ses- ^ 0 ^^ 

goals: sons, and yields to the Syrians 

— An Israel-Syria agreement “on many of the points that are 


— An Israel-Syria agreement “on many of the points that 
on principles of exchanging land important to them.” 


Court appoints; lawyers 
for Shbeilat, Qarrash 


By Sana Atiiydi troom when tire panel of three 

Special to the Jordan Times military judges took their seats, 
, v, ™ . . opening the session 55 minutes 

AMMAN — The trial of Shabab later than scheduled. Judge 
Al Nafeer Al Islami resumed Faouri reminded the courtroom, 
Wednesday with the State Secnr- as he had done once before, to 
ity Court appointing two state refrain from applawfiog or cheer- 
lawyers for accused deputies m g 

Laith Shbeilat and Yacoub Qar- ‘"What really deserves applause 
rash following the protest with- j, justice,” Lt.-Col. Faotxn firmly 
drawal of their attorneys early the public. “Go clap else- 
this week. where; there is no dapping in this 


framework linked with a compre- 
hensive settlement to the Arab- - 
Israeli conflict. 

The call came in an address the 
Crown Prince delivered at. the 
Global Forum of the Internation- 
al Peace Academy, New York. 

In tbe address, entitled “The Mid- 
dle East: Prospects for Peace and 
Cooperation,” tbe Crown Prince 
reaffirmed Jordan’s quest for an all- 
embracing solution to tbe various 
dimensions of tbe Arab-hraeG con- 
flict and a new era in tbe region based 
on regional cooperation supported by 
the international community. . 

FbDdwing are major excerpts from 
the address: 

“Collective security against aggres- 
sion must uphold a cantina! principle 
of international law: Tne non- 
admissibility of tbe acquisition of 
territory by war. TMs principle ties at 
the heart of the Middle East conflict, 
as tbe framework for its resolution is 
dependent on tbe implementation of 
UN. Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338, e ncaps u l a t ed in the formula 


this week. 

At the outset of the session, 
Mr. Shbeilat and Sheikh Qarrash 
maintained their defiance, accus- 
ing the prosecution of framing 
them for political reasons, and 
refused to abide by a court order 
to hire new defence counsels. 
They also vowed to continue a 
hunger-strike in detention in pro- 
test against the court’s handling 
of the proceedings. 

The accused deputies, in sepa- 
rate statements to the court for 
the first time since tbe trial began 
on Sept. 29, made a number of 
demands before they would agree 
to cooperate in the trial. Presid- 
ing Jndge Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yousef Faouri rejected their re- 
quests and named two new 
lawyers for the deputies’ defence. 

A heated exchange between 
Prosecutor Major Mohannad HG- 
jazi and Shbeilat supporters 
also took place made the cour- 
troom before tbe court was in 
session. A few men were thrown 
out of the courtroom for applaud- 
ing when Mr. Shbeilat walked in. 
Outside the courthouse around 
100 men staged a pro-Shbeilat 
demonstration. 

Tension ran high in the cout- 


(Contfauied on page 5) 


2 Israeli 
soldiers 
wounded 
in attack 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian activ- t « • 

British tourist killed in 

Bank Wednesday /the army said, -l _ i - r\ r-i * 

The wer s,% 2 bus attack in S. Egypt 

m a military car near the West IT 


calling, for the exchange of peace for 
t erri t ory . 

“In the bilateral talks, die negotiat- 
ing parties are engaged in a search for 
steps to achieve peace as e n v isi o n ed 
in those resolutions. Despite obsta- 
cles. progress has been made: The 
phase of pabtic posturing and max- 
imalist demands ***** paywi Substan- 
tive papers have been submitted to 
establish tbe parameters of operation- 
al plans for tbe negotiations, addres- 
sing core issues such as territory, 
security and tbe nature of peace. 

“The Palestinian- Israeli track has 
broached a timetable for elections 
and tbe inauguration of a transitional 
period in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. The Jordaman-IsraeO 
track has focussed on negotiating a 
common agenda. This is no small 
task; for it requires agreement oo 
issues of substance, and will therefore 
speed the process in its later stages. 
The formulation of mutually accept- 
able language defalcates the inter- 
idationsnips between issues and the 
‘baskets' within which families of 
issues may be approached. 

“It is true that there remain serious 
and legitimate differences over both 
the form and substance of interim 
setf-govenunent arrange m ent s for the 
Palestinians in the occupied territor- 
ies, r Tbe optimism that greeted tbe 


new Israeli administration was 
perhaps premature . There is a gap 
between public perception and die 
realities of tbe negotiating table. Tbe 
positions advanced by the Israeli 
negotiators sometimes fail short of 
their government’s programme; and 
the promised reforms — a halt to 
settlement activity, tbe release of 
Palestinian political prisoners — have 
yet to be fully implemented. Experi- 
ence has shown that confidence- 
building measures are needed to 
break down tbe psychological barriers 
on both sides.** 

“Nevertheless, the prospect of tbe 
Palestinian people realising their right 
to govern themselves in their home- 
land — die core issue of die Arab- 
- Israeli conflict — is within reach. Tbe 
geographic proximity of Jordan to 
Palatine, coupled with the historical 
and cultural fades between the two 
peoples, has led to the convergence of 
their interests on regional issues. This 
is reflected in the Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation under the 
“joint umbrella” agreement. The 
joint approach bn prompted intense 
specnlatioii on the future of 
Jordanian-Palestiaian cooperation.. 
However, discussion of a confedera- 
tion is premature. It pre-empts not ' 
only the final outcome of tbe current 
negotiations, but also the future of 


tbe Palestinian identity. 

“In the long term, a Benelux-type 
arrangement has been suggested as 
crisis betwesn Belgium, Holland and 
Luxembourg , and may possibly 
prove necessasry to provide tbe 
psychological and material security 
essential for sustainable peace. Jor- 
dan’s role, whatever tbe inctimriongi 
framework, would be to contribute to 
the stability of a ‘terra media' capable 
of utiiismg the financial resources of 
the oil-rich states of the Gulf in 
tandem and) the huge reservoir of 
skilled manpower of the countries 
lying northward. It is envisaged as a 
middle ground of moderation, de- 
velopment and peace. 

“It is our belief that at the national 
level, democratic procedures and in- 
stitutions are essential to sustain able 
peace and security. Stable and fulfil- 
led populations are not likely to 
engage in adventures abroad, or 
radical and destabilising ideology. 
Furthermore. Jordan holds respect 
for human rights as fundamental; for 
freedom of- speech, potitical opinion 
and religious betief are the bedrock of. 
liberal pluralism. Our success in 
promoting e du c a ti on for all, and the 
participation of women in civil socie- 
ty, are a natural product of these 

(Continued on page 5) 


court. 

The judge, who was viably 
upset by the events in the cour- 
troom before the session began, 
told Mr. Shbeilat to stand up and 
asked him whether he had 
appointed new defence counsel. 

Mr. Shbeilat said that his de- 
fence team, which wi thdrew from 
the case on Sunday in protest 
against a secret session the day 
before, was prepared to return to 
the court provided that a “secret” 
prosecution witness was cross- 
examined publicly. 

Tbe defence fen- both deputies 
had pulled out of the case after an 
unscheduled court session was 
held on Saturday, during winch 
an “Arab” witness, identified as 
“Yassin Ramadan Yassin,” 
testified against Mr. 
Shbeilat. The witness, according 
to Maj. Hijari, said he carried 
money — about $200,000 — from 
the Iranian leadership to Mr. 
Shbeilat last April. 


in a military car near the West 
Bank town of Hebron when shots 

were fired at them from a car. ASSIUT (AP) — Unidentified 
marked with the blue [dates of gunmen opened fire on a tour bus 
Palestinians from the occupied Wednesday in an area of Muslim 
territories, an army statement extremist violence, killing a Brit- 
said. ish woman and wounding two 

One of tbe soldiers was grid to .British men, the Middle East 


Blast kills 3 in Baghdad; 
feud kills 266 in south 


extremist violence, killing a Brit- 
ish woman and wounding two 

British men, the Middle East 

be in fair condition, while the I Neta Agency (MENA) and 
woman officer travelling with him | sources said. 


was injured slightly, it added. 

Military sources said local 
Palestinians rescued the wounded 
soldiers from their overturned car 
and rushed them to a local hospit- 
al. From there they were transfer- 
red to Israel. 

Israeli army chief Ehud Barak 
told reporters in Hebron later 
that tbe army expected Palesti- 
nian rejectionists to try to cany 
out attacks during toe peace 
talks. 

Hours after the incident, an 
unidentified man who said he 
represented tbe Islamic Resist- 
ance' Movement (Hamas) tele- 
phoned an international news 


The defence had argued that agency claiming responsibility, 
they could neither see toe man’s Hamas, which opposes IsraeK- 
face nor prove his identity since Palestinian ( peace talks, has 
they were not permitted to see attacked Israeli soldiers and set- 


(Contiaaed on page 5) 


das during the five-year-old up- 
rising in the occupied territories. 


Seventy-two people have died 
and 93 have been wounded this 
year in violence connected to 
Muslim extremist actions. 

MENA said doctors at Dainit 
in southern Egypt failed to save 
tbe life of tbe wounded British 
tourist. As transliterated from 
Arabic, MENA identified the vic- 
tim as Cbalote Belle. 

It said tbe two British men 
were being treated for their 
wounds. 

Police sources confirmed toe 
MENA report that the British 
woman was dead. Earlier, South 
Sinai Travel, the travel agency 
which organised the tour, said 
that she was being operated on at 
Dainit hospital. She said the 
men's wounds were superficial. 

MENA said that the tourist bus 
carried nine passengers,' six Bri- 
tons, two Australians and one 


Portuguese. 

MENA said that the tourist bus 
came under “heavy fire” near 
Dainit as it was headed from. 
Cairo to tire provincial capital 
Asriut. Dainit is 60 kilometres 
north of Assiut, which is 380 
kilometres south of Cairo. 

Security sources in Assiut said 
Muslim extremists were sus- 
pected. 

If they were responsible, the 
attack would be the ninth by 
Muslim extremists against tour- 
ists in southern Egypt since an 
upsurge of violence began last 
spring. There were no serious 
injuries in any of those attacks. 
The wounds suffered by Wednes- 
day’s victims would appear to be 
the most serious among foreign 
tourists. A handful of tourists so 
far suffered on superficial 
wounds. 

The sources quoted the bus 
driver as saying he saw a little boy 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
government munitions depot has 
exploded in the Iraqi capital, 
killing at least three people and 
wounding 27 others, tbe news- 
paper Babel reported Wednesday 
in a rare disclosure. 

Tbe same daily, published by 
President Saddam Husseiu’s 
eldest son, Udai, said m a sepa- 
rate report that dashes between 
rival Shiite Muslim tribes in 
southern Iraq kill ed 266 people 
and wounded 442. » 

Security incidents are rarely 
mentioned by the government- 
controlled media and tbe reports 
in Babel seemed to reflect a 
possible move towards greater 
freedoms. 

The Arabic-language daily said 
the government was investigating 
tiie cause of the explosion which 
occurred Monday, but did not 
indicate if sabotage was sus- 


a whistle as the vehicle 
approached. Immediately after- 
ward, gunshots were fired from 
fields along tbe highway. 


Jordan sees Hassan II launching ‘positive initiative 9 


By Aymao Al Safedi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — King Hassan H of 
■ Morocco is expected to arrive 
here early next week as part of 
a 10-day visit to the Middle 
. East that observers describe as 
a “promising initiative” to 
bridge the gap among Arab 
countries still dvided % their 
conflicting stands towards the 
Gulf war. 

A supporter of the Arab 
summit as an institution, the 
Moroccan monarch is expected 
to discuss the convening of an 
Arab summit with his hosts in 
Saudi Arabia — where he ar- 
rived Wednesday — the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Jordan, 
Syria and Egypt. 

Observers are optimistic ab- 
out the success of his mission 


despite an ✓assertion by Arab 
Leagne ' Secretary-General 
Esmat Abdul Megnid earlier 
this week that tbe time was not 
ripe for an Arab summit. 

King Hassan will not pot his 
prestige on the line, embark on 
a reconciliation initiative and 
make a public call for an Arab 
summit unless he receives 
enough assurances that his in- 
itiative will be met with a 
positive response, political 
analysts say. 

“One should attach special 
expectations to .the feet that 
King Hassan has taken the 
initiative to reconcile Arab 
countries,” one highly- 
informed observer said. 

Though King Hassan has al- 
ways worked for Arab recon- 
ciliation, be rarely leaves fas 


country to undertake such an 
effort. Tbe fact that he is mak- 
ing the trip is a sonree-of 
optimism, observers say. 

Political analysts also believe 
the time ts opportune for an 
Arab summit, without which 
complete reconciliation among 
Arab states will not be 
achieved. 

Tbe history of Arab summits 
shows that they have always 
convened m times of crisis and 
“the Arab Worid is currently 
going through a crisis,” accord- 
ing to one analyst. * 

Also, most Arab countries 
which were divided by the Gulf 
war are moving towards recon- 
ciliation, which would encour- 
age an Arab heads of state 
meeting. 

Analysts ako point to the 


visit of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein to Egypt earlier this 
month and tbe continuous 
coordination among Arab par- 
ties to Arab-Israelj peace talks 
as another sign of defined ten- 
sion. 

However, they say that a 
summit cannot convene with- 
out the approval of Riyadh and 
Cairo. While Jordan’s relations 
with Cairo are improving, the 
“gap with Saudi Arabia re- 
mains wide,” said one obser- 
ver. Therefore, analysts see 
the choice of Riyadh as the 
first stop for King Hassan as a 
strong indication that the 
Moroccan monarch is seeking 
the convening of a summit but 
first wants to win the approval 
of Saudi Arabia. 


Government and Moroccan 
embassy sources in Amman 
win not comment on the nature 
of King Hassan's first tour of 
the region in 30 years, but 
Minister, of. Information 
Mahmoud Al Sharif said Jor- 
dan welcomes any effort for 
Arab reconriHaiiod or the con- 
vening of an Arab summit. 

“We cannot comment on the 
visit but, in principle we are in 
favour of Arab reconciliation,” 
Mr. Sharif said. 

During his visit, the Moroc- 
can monarch is also expected 
to discuss tbe Middle East 
peace process and other border 
disputes that have recently 


(Continued on page 5) 


It did not specify where in the 
sprawling capital the explosion 
occurred, but said a state of 
emergency was declared in the 
area. 

It was the first time that an 
Iraqi newspaper has carried 
graphic detail and pictures of 
such incidents. 

The photographs showed a 
huge ball of fire and badly twisted 
cars. Some showed men with 
multiple burns being treated at a' 
hospital. 

The report described the explo- 
sion as “huge,” and that windows 
across the neighbourhood wer6 


rattled by the impact. 

At least 100 hospital wagons 
and 50 fire fighting machines 
were used to evacuate the wound- 
ed and control tbe blaze, Babel 
said. 

There was no immediate gov- 
ernment comment. 

The other report said the 
Shiites were using weapons which they 
had been given by the govern- 
ment to fight each other, instead 
of protecting Iraq against infiltra- 
tors. 

“The state should cut the ears 
of those who used weapons be- 
cause these weapons were given 
to them by the government in 
order to fight the United States, 
which is plotting against Iraq,” 
said the newspaper. 

Babel said a land dispute 
spawned the fighting, but added 
that “outlawed elements,” a 
usual reference to army deser- 
ters, joined in the fight. 

The paper said tbe fighting 
occurred in Al Hiy district, 50 
kilometres south of the provincial 
centre of Wasit, to Knt. 

Forty-six people were killed 
and 22 wounded in tbe first 
clashes, which ended when a 
group of six tribes overran the 
homes of their rivals and drove 
them into the marshes. 

Fighting resumed in the mar- 
shes, where 220 people were kil- 
led and 400 wounded, it added. 

Babel said the fighting began as 
a land dispute between one man 

(Continued on pay 5 ) 


Mark Your Calendar 

Thursday October 29th — Friday November 6th. 

■Mr .§) 

xsaJHamida r g 

. ☆ Fine handicrafts ☆ Weavings ☆ Quilts 

FALL EXHIBITION 

at the HaJ Hassan Estate 
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climbs from 
trenches to top post 


BEIRUT (R) — Nabih Beni, 
Lebanon’s new speaker of par- 
liament, is a forme? - warlord 
wbo abandoned enUeuiism and . 
won the top political post re- 
served for a trader of the coim- 
try’s Shiite Muslim majority. 

An articulate, charismatic 
lawyer, Mr. Berri is perhaps 
best known in the West for bis 
role, in negotiating the release 
of 39 Americans held hostage 
in Beirut in 1985 by militants 
who hijacked a U.S. Trans 
World Airlines (TWA) plane, 

Mr. Berri. the 54-year-old 
head of the Shiite Amal move- 
ment and of state in 

the outgoing cabinet, was 
elected speaker of dm new 
128-seat assembly Tuesday. 

Over the years he has moved 
from e xt re mism to moderation 
in a fight for power for Leba- 
non's 900,000 Shiites. Concen- 
trated in the south, the eastern 
Bekka Vatej and southern 
Beirut, they' are the poorest 
and fastest growing sect in a 
population of three million. 

In a bold reminder of Mr. 
Beni’s past, Amal members, 
though officially disarmed, 
fired volleys of machinegun 
fire and anti-tank rockets into 
the air in Beirut to celebrate 
his election. 

Bat Mr. Beni’s political 
moderation was clearly re- 
flected in his call, after winning 

the post, for a dialogue with 
Christian groups that had 
boycotted Lebanon’s first 
general elections in 20 years. 

The Christians, alarmed by 
Syria's growing influence in 
Lebanon, had wanted the polls 
* postponed until after Damas- 
cus pulled its troops out of 
Beirut and surrounding areas. 


Voting was held in four rounds 
between Aug. 23 and Oct. 11. 

Mr. Bern, is oste of .Syria’s 
closest allies. Damascus 
anted Ins group and gave him 
nolitical hacking when Amal 
balded almost all militias of 
Lebanon’s 1975 to 1990 civil 


war. 


But it was among the first of . 
the groups to hand over its 
heavy arms when the war en- 
ded. 

Amal fought the Lebanese 
army, Christian militias, Drnze 
gunmen, Palestinian guerrillas, 
Sunni Muslim militiamen, pro- 
T rani an Hizbollah fighters and 
Israeli troops in the 1980s. 

Mr. Berri was born in 1938 
in Sierra Leone to an emigrant 
merchant family from Hbnine 
in South Lebanon. 



Nabih Berri 


\ 


In his student days, be 
joined the pan-Arab Baath 
Party, rival brandies of which 
now rule Syria and Iraq, but 
switched allegiance in the early 
1970s to the newto-founded 
Movement of the Deprived. 

The movement, led by 
braun-born cleric Musa Sadr, 
voiced Slmte grievances effec- 
tively for the first time. Amal, 
its military arm, was a growing 
power by 1978, when Sadr 
mysteriously disappeared on a' 
visit to Libya. 


Mr. Beni’s deterirtination t5 
ftamp h£s authority, on the 
Mndmi half of the ca p ita l led 
to fierce dashes between Amal 
and Sunni and Druze >militia- 
men that killed hundreds of 
innocent civilians. 



Waxy of a revival of ! 

«ib>n military power attracting 
Israeli retaliation in the tradi- 
tional Shiite heartland of the 
sooth, he embroiled Amal in a 
draining five-year “camps 
war” against Palestinian guer- 
rillas in Beirut and southern 
Lebanon. 


Mr. Barn's prestige readied 
its height when Amal com- 
bined with Druze and Sunni 
mili tiamen to drive Christian- 
led Lebanese army troops from 
west Beirut on Feb. 6, 1984. 

He was first appointed to the 
cabinet that year as a minister 
for the south, all of which was 
then under Israeli occupa ti on. 


The militia, also fearing the 
growing influence of Hizbollah 
among Shiites, engaged the. 
pro-Iranians in three years of 
war. 


Mr. Beni has married : 
first to his cousin who 
lives in the United States 
their seven children. He lives 
in Beirut with his second 
Randa and their two dan 
ters. He likes to read 
books, write poems and enjoys 
swimming. 


Rabbis 

threaten 

Rabin 


TEL AVIV (R) — B/ac k-frockcd 
rabbis in Israel’s government 
Itnyytfnwj Wednesday to aban- 
don Prime Minister Yitzhak 
’Rabin if he did not fire a sharpy- 
tongued cabinet critic. 

The ultra-religious Shas Party 
demanded Mr. Rabin sack poli- 
tical maverick Shnlamit Aloni as 
education minister or lose its 
support in a parliamentary no- 
confidence vote expected in 12 to 
13 days. 

• “Shas cannot vote confidence 
in tiie government in less than* 
two weeks when' the no- 
confidence motion is the matter 
of Sbuiamit Aloni,” Shas Interior 
Minister Arye Deri told army 
radio, adding that nothing short 
of Ms. Alom's removal would 
satisfy the party. 

Mr. Rabin foiled to defuse the 
row in separate .meetings over 
two days with Shas spiritual lead- 
er Rabbi Ovadia Yosef and with 
Ms. Aloni, leader of the leftist 
Meretz Bloc. 

However, political sources in a 
country where coalition crises are 
frequent still predicted a solution 
before tiie vote. 

Without the six Shas votes, Mr. 
Rabin’s majority would shrink to 
a precarious 61-59 at a time when 


he hopes to broaden it with sup- 
port from 


a rightist and another 
religious party. 

Ms. Aloni, the most conten- 
tions figure in Mr. Rabin’s 
Labour Party-led government 
from its start 100 days ago, is a 
63-year-old former teacher and 
civil rights activist who for years 
in opposition vowed to fight “reli- 
gious coercion.” 

Religious parties, which pre- 
viously had greater influence over 
the education budget, deemed 


her unfit for the portfolio most 
responsible for shaping Israel's 
young generation. After taking 
power, she confirmed some of 
their worst fears. 


Hamas working to expand 
links at PLO’s expense 


By Jane Arraf 

Reuter 


AMMAN — The nrifitant Muslim 
fundamentalist movement Hamas 
is trying to expand its links with 
Arab states and Iran at the ex- 
pense of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO), its main riv- 
al in the Israen-occnpied territor- 
ies, a Hamas official said 
Tuesday. 

“We believe we should have 
relations with all Arab and Isla- 
mic countries,” said Mohammad 
Nazal, die Hamas representative 
in Jordan, where the group’s 
main presence outside the occn- 
pied-territories s believed to be bawd. ■ 

“We want to tell them that 
because, we have no state and no 
gover nm ent, if you want to deal 
with the Palestinians it is a mis- 
take to deal with the FLO,” he 
told Reuters in ^interview. 

Mr. Nazal said Hamas, which 
has* offices in Sudan, Yemen and 
Iran and operates unofficially in 
other Arab states including Jor- 
dan, has been improving ties with 
Gulf Arab chantries. 

Unlike the PLO, still trying to 
ease rifts with former Gulf allies, 
Hamas condemned Iraq for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Nazal declined to name the 
Gulf states and denied reports 
that the militant movement which 
sprung from the Pakstimazr 
ing in the occupied territories 
received aid from Iran apart from 
a Tehran office provided by tire 
government. 

“We have not received money 
from any government,” he said, 
adding that funding came from 
merchants and investments inside 
the West Bank and' Gaza Strip 
where Hamas, formally known as 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, operates underground. 

Mr. Nazal said Hamas will hokf 
its first official meeting in a year 
with PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat in Khartoum during the 


second week of November. 

He said they were waiting for 
-an explanation from Mr. Arafat 
about comments he made to a 
meeting of Palestine National 
Councu{FNQ members in Am- 
man earner this month.,*! 

“He said we are Zulus and 
-made threatening statements 
against us,” Mr. Nazal said. “We 
are waiting for a letter to explain 
what happened — we want to 
know if mis is a policy of Fateh 
(Mr. Arafat’s mainstream move- 
ment) or a policy of Mr. 
Arafat.” 

The row has cast a shadow over 
FLO-Hamas attempts to stop 
bloody internal dashes in the 
occupied territories', the main 
purpose of the meeting. 

Hamas, estimated to have the 
support of between 25 per cent to 
40 per cent of the Palestinians in 
the occupied areas, is not repre- 
sented in the PLO because of a 
dispute over bow many seats it 
should have in the Palestinian 
partiament-in-exile. 


It recently joined forces in an 
unlikely coalition of 10 hardline 
PLO factions and other groups to 
try to foil ongoing Middle East 
peace talks with Israel. 

“The enemy is the Zionist 
enemy and it is not the PLO. We 
hope that in the fixture we wfll be 
a member of the PLO,” Mr. 
Nazal said. 


He warned the violence in the 
West Bank and Gaza would in- 
crease if the Palestinians signed 
an agreement with Israel for in- 
terim self-rale. 

“We believe that the conflict - 
between us and the Zionist 
enemy is not a bolder conflict — his 
an existence conflict,” said Mr. 
Nazal, who argues 'Hamas should 
not be labelled fundamentalist. 

- “If they give us a state we will 
accept that but we will continue 
to work to liberate all of Palestine 
without recognising Israel.” 


Iraq bans 
luxury 
imports to 
support 
dinar 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, strug- 
gling to prop lip Its ninVtng Aimr 
after more than two yean of 
U.N. sanctions, stopped import-’ 
ing luxury goods Tuesday and 
told traders to dear them from 
their shelves by. Nov. 20. 

An import ten announced in 
advance by President RndOnm 
Hussein in August came into op- 
eration on a list of 157 items from 
cheese to personal computers. 
Only essential items may still be 
imp orted. 

“We are now allowed to import 
only two sets of items,” said a 
Baghdad trader. “Foodstuffs, 
which are exempt from customs 
duties, and a long list of spare 
parts, agricultural instruments 
and electrical appficanoes which 
will be heavily taxed by the gov- 
ernment.” 

The government relaxed im- 
port rates after the United Na- 
trons imposed sanctions in An- 
10 after die invasion of 
it- 

is stiD a wadi with 


the reach 


shelves at 
of most 

Eco no 1 "**** blame the imports 
for andenmning 'tfae dinar, car- 1 
ready ch an g in g on die 

black market at 31 to the dollar 
compared with the official $3.2 to 
one dinar, and die pre-Gutf war- 
black market rate of around three 
dinars to the dollar. 

“They (traders) smuggled hard 
cash, local currency, gold and 
other valuables and brought in 
luxury goods winch most people 
do not use or need,” said a 
Baghdad University economics 
professor. 

“We imported cigarettes wrath 
$800,000 each day,” said a trader 


who is member of Iraq’s Cham- 
ber of Commerce. “The dinar 


'will just go on sinking if yon do 

■ » « lit fc ** 


pot stop It. 


\The currency briefly touched 
bottom on the black market last 
month, with die dollar fetching as 
much as 47 dinars. It regained 
stre n gth , but nosedived again af- 
ter the U.N. .voted on OcL 2 to 
seize some of Iraq’s frozen assets 
abroad. 

The dinar is convertible in 
neighbouring countries still trad- 
ing with Iraq despite the UJN. 
sanctions., A stronger dinar, the 
government hopes, will lower 
prices.and make life a bit easier 
for many of, its hard-hit people. 

• Iraq has also drawn up a plan 
to ease (he transfer of its currency 
back bqme from neighbouring 
countries, particularly Jordan, 
Iraq’s trading lifeline. 

Baghdad traders say many 
Jordanian businessmen keep 


■large sums in Iraqi banks. 
“Jordanians have millions of 


dinars. They believe the dinar 
en«thVwl 


wfll regain strength! when ral ex- 
ports resume,” one' 1 , trader said. 

Last week, Iraq raid it would 
allow dinars to be 'repatriated 
provided they were deposited in 
banks at the current interest rate 
of 10 per cent and not withdrawn 
for at least two years. 

Dinars may be invested in in- 
dustrial and agricultural projects 
provided the ensuing earnings are 
not sent abroad. 

But traders said foreigners 
were unlikely to be attracted. 
“Why bring the money in and 
wait for two years to be able to 
use it?” said one. 

A crackdown on profiteering 
and illegal hoarding led to the 
execution of 42 traders last July. 

Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh warned Friday that 
traders and retailers keeping ban- 
ned goods in their stores or shops 
will risk confiscation and punish- 
ment after. November 20. 

“The decision to ban the im-. 
port of luxury goods is irreversi- 
ble and traders hoarding such, 
items should get rid of them using 
all possible means,” he said. 


No anti-Islam crusade in Bosnia — U.S. offids 


By Looey Safisbmy 

Special to tijp Jordan Times ■ 


AMMAN — A top U.S. official 
Wednesday rejected suggestions 
that the conflict in former Yugos- 
lavia was a crusade against Islam 
and what has been de- 

scribed as a slow American re- 
sponse to the bloodletting in 
BocniarHieizegpvitia.’ 

Assistant Secretary of State for 
European and Canadian Affairs 
Thomas M.T. Niles also ruled out 
im m inent U.S. UlBitaiy action 
against Serbian aggression as was 
the case with ; 

1990 invasion of Kuwait. 


flier comprared to the swift complex .and \ eooBa^wn “ 
military swipe to end Iraq’s Iraq and nriktaiy JJ 

occupation of oil-rich Kuwait. dismissed the use 
“The analogy between the in- weapons, apart from employing 
ternational response to Sa d d am “mffitary assets for hnmamta- 

H ossein’s invasion and seizure of ‘nan relief. 

“The no-fly zone m Bosrna- 


Knwait and the former Yugosla- 
via is not. a very good one," Mr. 
Niles said, adding that the U.S- 
interventkm in Kuwait was proof 
Washington does not fear Mus- 
lims because the emirate is -an 
Islamic state. 


is perhaps an exam- 
- * effort to 


“We don’t see the crisis in 
B omia -Herzegovina. . . as a cra- 


Respontfing to questions from 
reporters in Amman, Cairo, fcte- 
. mated and Aba Dhabi, Mr. Pfiles 
sidestepped answering if- Iraq s 
seizure of oilfields was a direct 
factor in launching the Gulf war. 
Mr. NBcs defended what one 


Herze; 

pie of the 
protect the Kurdish population in 
the north and the State popula- 
tion in the sooth of Iraq,” Mr. 
Nfles said. . . 

Since the Bosnian war pitting 


well-armed Serbian forces^ 
plied by the former Yogodti 

army. ■ ;* 

Washington has said fia&ti 
ary intervention would on b] 
acerbate the crisis and £ 
civilian casualties. . •r'* 
Mr. Niles said flic U.S. 
a leading role in " 
world attention to tbe 
folding when at a Lisbon 
encc in May former 
State Janies Baker * " 
mer Yugoslavia as a 
rian 



ted 


eight months ago, 
has come under in- 
fer not 


sade against Islam... primarily we described as a slow im- 

are seeing it as anexpressianqf a portion of the “no-fly” zone to 

m ** ” M ■ *S" tmm l«#rkf 


new and virulent train of Serbian 
rationalism aimed as much at 
Catholic Groats as the Islamic 


people in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

Mr. Kites said. 

In a satellite news conference 
on American and U.N. approach 
to the conflict, Mr. . Niles de- 
flected allegations of a “reluctant 
and belated response to the con- 


piotect Bosnian civilians in light 
of the quickly-placed air restric- 
tion zone over rebel Shiite and 
Kurdish populations in Iraq. 

“Iraq can’t be compared. Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait was a dear 
violation of international law,” 
Mr. N3es said. He added that the 
confleit in Bosnia was much more 


erui 
Wa _ 

creasing condemnation 

intervening militarily. 

So far the war has claimed at ' 
least 14,000 lives and displaced 
more th"" one million people, 
many from a relentless campaign 
of expulsions now become 
brown as “ethnic cteansmg.” 

On Aug. 25, U.S. State De- 
partment desk officer for Yugos- 
lasvia George Kenney resigned 
because of a U.S. feihtre to end 
the Bosnian conflict. Mr. Kenney 
has that mili tary might was 
needed to counterbalance the 


That speech, Mr. Nflest 
led directly to U.N. Seal 
Conned resolution 757, \jj| 
slapped economic sanction! 
Serbia, Montenegro. S 
Mr. Niles told reporter 
“economic warfare” has “htti 
the Serbian economy” and* 
“no-fly” zone imposed < 
ma on Oct 9 has 
Man aircra ft that on 
avflfens with bombs. 

“We will use several .at 
means short of military teepq 
tion and that policy... 
ing,” be said. 



Nuclear Inspector disputes 
Bush’s statement on Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AF) — The 
former head of United Nations 
nuclear inspections in Iraq Then- 
day disputed President George 
Bash’s statement that no UJ5. 
technology was used in that coun- 


try’s atomic development prog- 
ramme. 

David A. Kay led three unclear 
inspections in Iraq after the Gulf 


war. He was quoted by die Cen- 
tre for Security Policy, a con- 
servative research group, as' 
saying that “U^.-manufactmed 
equipment and rrndear technolo- 
gy were found as components of 
Iraq’s nodear programme.” 

Mr. Kay died as examples 
electron-beam welding *« 
made in the United States that 
the UJ*. inspectors d isc overed at 
Iraqi nuclear development sites, 
the research group said in a news 
release. 

Mr. Bush made the statement 
in Monday night’s presidential 
debate, in response to charges by 
Bill nintnn amd Ross Perot that 
Ms adm inis t r at i on had coddled 
Iraq before the Gulf war. 

“The nudear capability has 
been searched by die United Na- 
tions, and there hasn’t been one 
single scintilla of evidence that 
there’s any U.S. technology in- 


volved in it,” the president said. 

“And what you’re seeing on all 
- this Traqgate’ is a bunch of peo- 
ple who were wrong on the war 
trying to cover their necks and try 
to do a tittle revisionism. And I 
cannot let that stand, because it 
isn’t true.” 

Democrats in Congress have 
blasted the administration for 
months for what they say was a 
dangerous policy of supporting 


Iraqbcfore the Gulf war. 


UJS. aid to Iraq included 
of advanced technology. 


Under presidents Ronald Reagan 
and Bush, the Dep artm ent of 
Commerce gave U.S. companies 
permission to sell Iraq some $1.5 
bOEon in technology with poten- 
tial ntiKtary uses from 1985 until 
invaded Kuwait in August 


After the Gulf war, U.N. in- 
spectors in Iraq d i scovered an 
election-beam welder that they, 
were certain had been used in its 
nudear weapons programme. 

The adder, found at the Iraqi 
nudear ate, came from the U.S. 
subsidiary of Germany's Leybold 
A.G. As snch, it was a dear 
violation of a key condition that 
the Dep artm ent of Commerce 
had attached to its export license. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A Ma iding 
vacated because of cracks from 
last week’s deadly earthquake fefl 
early Wednesday and crushed a 
house next door, killing five peo- 
ple, police said. A man was pol- 
led from the debris nine boors 
later. 

The deaths raised to 557 the 
toll from the OcL 12 earthquake, . 
most killed by collapsing bnild- 
m p darin g the earthquake and its 
aftershocks. As well, many 
schoolchildren were trampled to 
death in the panic or died under 
collapsed banisters and bateome*. 

The government’s Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) reported 
that four of the five victims of 
Wednesday’s collapses in the 
low-income neighbor-*-'*'''* Im- 
baba were children aged seven to 
13. Hie agency said five people 
were injured. 

Zmbaba has been a trouble spot 
where Muslim extremists have 
.engaged in sectarian conflict and 
clashes with police in the past 
Lyear. 


British MPs say sanctions 
cause deaths of Libyans 


LONDON (R) — Foot British 
members of paxtiament (MPs) 
who visited Libya said Tuesday 
they were told 200 Libyans had 
died as a result of UJi. sanctions 
aimed at forcing Tripoli to comp- 
ly with Western demands over 
-airline bombings. 

The four opposition Labour. 
Party MPs called on the United 
Nations to lift the sanctions. 


which include a ban on air links. 

They also urged Britain and the 
United States to negotiate a neut- 
ral venue for the trial of two 
-Libyans accused of the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am airliner 
over the Scottish village of Lock- 
erbie. 

The MPs — Berime Grant, 
Alan Simpson, John Austin Wal- 
ker and Bob Parry — said in a 
.•report on their visit last month 
that “United Nations . sanctions 
'(imposed in April) against Libya 
have been responsible for the 
deaths of at least 200 dvflians.” 
i An aide to one of the MPs said 
details of the deaths were befog 
'forwarded to tiie U.N. Security 
CoundL The aide acknowledged 


that the MPs had do independent 
source for their figure. 


The report said a ban on im- 
porting spare parts had crippled 
Libya’s air ambulance service, 
meaning that severely ai patients 
were forced to make long jour- 
neys by road to receive treatment 
in Tripoli. 

.People with serious illnesses 
who would normally be sent 
abroad for treatment also fac$d 
long overland journeys to reach 
airports in neighbouring 'TYnmna- 
or Egypt 

The report quoted Mnstapha 
Al Zaicfi, director of lYipotTs 
Mims and plastic surgery centre, 
as attributing 24 deaths to non- 
availability of special drugs rad 
12 to inability to use toe air 
ambulance meaning treatment 
was fatally delayed. 

. Several others were also attri- 
buted to delays in transport. 

The aide sad Libya’s foreign 
minister had stated that a furt her 
150 people bad (fied while befog 
transported by road to Tunisia or 
Egypt for medical treatment. 

The sanctions also back French 
demands for Tripoli to cooperate 
with an investigation into the 
,1989 bombing of a Flrench airliner 
over Niger. 


Cairo b uilding s collapses; 
crushes five to death 


There were no reports oft 
baba unrest associated -wifta 
earthquake. But religiou s i 
damentafists have aafepn 


points in its aft erma to b ygw 



fog shelter to people 
their homes and cannot gate 
fog from the g overnment. .: 
The two bufldfogs, il» 
weakened, apparentl y fcfl tfca 
a post-midnight aftershock. - -' 
Some 200 families given i 
flats after their homes 
troyed in the 
spend a month in tents i 
road waiting for their new hoc 
to be finished. 

**The. sewerage system 
hooked up yet so they win liavi 
stay in the tents for three-uu 
to a month,” Qalynbiy*.G 
ernor Adel Albamy said. 

The families moved thefo. 
longmgsfoomtbeCairosubud 
Shubnt Al Kbema to tfe-j 


apartm ents in ALKhukav-Oh 
40k2 


kflometres northeast o£Cai 
only to. find tbeyindd bo ffin 
in tents across the s treet. »• 



Under the patronage of their Royal Highnesses Prince Fajsaf 
AL-Hussefo ami princess Alia Al-FaisaL " •: 

The «PROMISE» Welfare Society, will be holding a «Fmhid^ 
in Jordan* night mtroududng the top Finnish houses oK 
fashion and their famous models to the Jo rdanian pohficA 
The number one Furnish singer «ARJA KORISEVA*jsi|| 
liven the occasion; So join us to ’jgive our Finnish friends, 
warm reception by attending either: JJj » 

The Dinner at 8:30 OR The after noon tea at™® 

on Tuesday OcL 27th on Wed. OcL 28th ‘ 

at the «Nabatean» The «Nabatean> Roc vt v 

room at Amra Hotel. At Amra Hotel t 


For 


tickets and further information please contact * 
^PROMISE* center Teh (817723) between 9 and 2 ip 
morning. 
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Amman 

Aqaba 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
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\ o^hannacists take 
omplaint to premier 


.T.) — Prime Mims- 
jad Ben Shaker re- 


drag stores. ' 

Mr. Musmar gave a statement 



•" cooperation, a revision of 

£«unenL rates of locally p*o- 
ec*0 ife*ed drags, and a practical plan.' 
■ rianf t-'ir lic en sing new pharmacies in 
country. 

(Mr. Mnsmar also demanded 
NjuT^t ui-the.JPA law be amended and 
a-.,- e iat a number ofi steps be taken in 

O'won of die registration of 
and the work of new 


and that Health ministry pharma- 
cists should have aDowmces on' 
their salaries in line with physi-j 
dans and dentists employed by 
the government 

The Prime Minister urged the 
health ministry and the JPA to 
work for die common interest of 
the country. 


^^gni^rdiscusses imported 
^aods withlocal merchants 


?* aLT (Petra) — Minister of assigning (dots of land in the 
lc $jibply Mohammad Saqqaf central and northern regions of 
Wednesday urged local mer- die Iordan Valley to set up ware- 
ants in various govemorates to houses for storing food supplies 
iport sufficient quantities of ^ in the year. 

•s»t required for the local mar- 1 Referring to wheat and flour, 
t; but str es s ed that this should he said that the ministry does not 


(Petra) — Monster of 
r Mohammad Saqoaf 


done in coordinatioa with the' 


h The minister was speaking at a 
seting held at the Chamber of 
nmneice in Amman to 
supplies in the Balqa region. 
^J^ Saqqaf said that die ministry 
DjTjJpoftsIhe private sector setting 
JS -spedal. storage hdftks to 
t-^Sre ™™ient amounts of meat 
D^-ponloy. 

./^Imported meat is of good quaii- 
r ^*and its prices are suitable for 
.Periled income groups as well as 
^hers, the minister noted. 
^■Jreement was readied with the. 
^rauster of water and irrigation in 


impose any restrictions on bak- 
ers' purchases of floor for their 
work as long as they produce an 
acceptable quality of bread for 
local consumption. Neither does 
the ministry impose restrictions 
on animal feed and farmers can 
order any quantity for. their 
forms, he said. 

Referring to the Kingdom’s 
consumption of wheat and maize, 
he said Jordan consumes 700,000 
tonnes of wheat and 350,000 ton- 
nes of .maize annually ami the 
ministry is planning new policies 
to encourage more production of 
these two commodities. 







THEIR MAJESTIES AT THE NHF: Hb mm King 

Husarfa vbtted the Noor A1 Hnssrta Foundation (NHF) Wednesday 
where he wae briefed on foe denkpnot gnp— ad 
pref ec t s carried out by the Fo un d ation thro u g hout the Kingdom. 
■ Hk Majesty was arcomp an ird by Her Majesty Queen Noor, and 
Prime MUster Shartf Zrid Ben Shaker. Their Majesties first 
toned the NHF Jordan Trade and Desip Centre esffifoftfan of 

crafts and h o me farah Mnj developed by Jcrdaoiaacr s it Irani with 
MhSmI and f»— rfrf amfafance from the Centre. Under foe 
uwjffBa of NHP National Hndknte D mnlo p mnti Pnjtd, the 
Cadre has extruded a srirt a nce to over UN cr aft sm en a*- over 


■’Vr 



Qattan accuses Dughmi of attempting 
to influence slander case 


By P.V. VManand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — liTbe defendant iu a 
case alleging dander, insult and 
abuse of Parliament Wednesday 
implicitly accused the deputy 
speaker of the Lower House erf 
a tt em p ti ng to mflnence.the court 
trying the case. 

Iyad Qattan, director of the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC), 
aim suggeste d fo nt comments 
made by Deputy Abdul Karim 
Dughmi at a press conference 
Sunday could be aimed at foellmg 
differences between Parliament 
and gove rnm ent. 

It was the latest salvo in a 
battle of words bang fought in- 
side and outside court, including 
the media, stemming from the 
indictment by the House of a 
former minister in an alleged 
corrupti o n cage m August. 

“The honourable deputy, Mr. 
J>nghmi, had no right to accuse 
me of sending a letter to the 
House containing slandfcr, mmit 
and abase of Paritamert since tbe 
case is already before a co urt of 
law," Mr. Qattan told rep or t er s. 

“Instead of letting the court 
make its ruling, Mr. Dughnri 
seems to have tried and convicted 
me,” he said, addressing a press 
conference be held to “counter 
Mr. Dughmi *s comments.” 

Hie case, filed at the Court of 


Water resources to be discussed in Rome 


•9C 

- IT. & 


Russians warned 
Against emigration 


V„_~r r MMAN 

^siaou 


; jC - ’ V= S by Head of tbe Council of 

■ « tt* RmMBPjr- ^ ^ Jonbn fte 

' l Palestinian people and Ifac Arab 

* ~ — nation were serious in their en- 

■ and ■ 

" 3 “* ^ .K. He MgUigWed RnssU’s n*s in 


i) — A visiting Russia enjoy strong relations, as 
ntary delegation was the rase with the former 
tbe Council of Soviet Union. 



&tlx 


l?-'2 1ZS SOBS Of enrnmm^ intwwt 

Mr.- Muradovitch said at the 

seting^that relations between 
idan and Russia are co ntin ent- 1 
^ developing and be stressed the 
^ le of the two countries' Pariia- 
/ sats in e nhancing these reta- 
ins in various fields. 

He also underimed tbe King’s 
y role in the Middle East peaCe 

ocess, and his keen interest in 

-feguarding human rights. 

Upper House Speaker Ahmad 
' affirmed that Jordan and 


the ppace. process, pointing Out 
that Jordan took part in the 
multilateral talks which were 
hosted by Russia last January. 

But he warned of the dangers 
in allowing the .emigration* of 
Russian Jews to Israel and said 
that tins constitutes a threat to 
the Palestinian people and 
prompts Israel to continue its 
settlement activities in the occu- 
pied territories. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Water and 
Irrigation Minister Samir Kawar 
said Wednesday that he plans to 
submit a report on tbe water 
situation in Jordan to a confer- 
ence on water m»waff>rne nt in 
countries of the Mediterranean 
area due to be held in Rome later 
this mouth. 

Mr. Kawar, who is leading the 
Jordanian delegation to the force 
day meeting said that his report 
focuses on how the country util- 
ises its water resources ' with spe- 
cial atte n tion to irrigation. 

The wM HiOftr mi id that the re- 
port covers aspects such as tbe 
use of water for domestic and 
industrial purposes, the existing 
water n et wo rks in Jordan, prob- 
lems of maintenance, -and finan- 
cial administrative matter s 
related to irrigation operations. 

Tbe three-day meeting, which 
is arranged by foe Italian guvciu- 
ment- and' the - E urop e an ^- Com- 
munity, will cover 'all aspects of 
water ' management including 
-sanitary systems, dams, irrigation 
rationalising water co nsumpti on 
and spreading awareness among 
the farmers of Mediterranean 
countries about efficient water 
usage. . 

Mr. Kawar said that the experi- 
ments of Italy, Morocco, and 
Spain in managing their water 
resources will be reviewed. 

During the Rome meeting 
sch e d u l e d for Oct. 28, he said a 


King Tabi Dam — - Watering the Jordan VaHey 

general charter- on* .the use of tion Secretary ''General' Mutaz 


water- for. the -countries in the 
region will be signed which aims 
at huffier enhancing regional and 
international cooperation in 
water-related matters. 

Ministry of Water and Ifriga* 


Bflbeisi tokl the Jordan Times in 
July that water shortages in Jor- 
dan could be serious issue by the 
year 2000 when the country will 
have tapped all its available re- 
sources. 


Jordan, Indonesia talk tr^de 


37 firms invest in Romania 


riJCHAREST (J.T.) — A total 
‘j 637 Jordanian firms have 


bibbed trading relations with 
mia which is opening the 
for free enterprise, acoord- 
to the Romanian develop- 


i 



agency said that Bucharest 
offering facilities for trade- 
countries and encourag- 
fozeigners to invest in Roma- 

Jordan ranks eighth on a list of 


foreign countries in terms of tbe 
-vohnne of inve st m e nt s in Roma- 
nia, noted foe agency. 4 

Tbe report said that foreign 
capital invested in Romania be- 
tween March 1990 and August 
1992 amounted to $466.5 million. 
It said that 66 per cent of these 
investments came from western 
Europe, 17 per cent fromnortb 
America, and six per cent from 
countries in tbe Middle East re- 
gion, inducting Jordan. 

Romanian companies contri- 


buted- to the expansion of tbe 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery com- 
pany’s projects, national efforts 
to prospect for ml and gas, and 
the electrification of Jordan’s ra- 
tal-areas. 

Under an agreement reached 
by Romania and Jordan in 1990, 
Bucharest pledged to import 
more of Jordan’s phosphate and 
they signed an executive prog- 
ramme for cooperation in tbe 
fields of science and culture. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Indonesia 
and Jordan opened talks in Am- 
man Wednesday to promote eco- 
nomic and trade relations, a 
statement from the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade said. The two 
rides discussed increasing the 
volume of exchanged goods and 
joint economic ventures. 

The statement said that the 
talks led by Ministry Secretary 
General Mazwan A wad and In- 
donesian Trade Department 
Director Kamal Jamil discussed 
ways of benefiting Indonesian 
products from Jordan’s geog- 
raphical location and its proxim- 
ity to the European and Russian 
markets. Tbe two side discussed 
preparations for a meeting by foe 
Jordanian Indonesian Joint Com- 
mittee due to take place in the 


coming month. 

Mr. Awad said that Jordan was 
deeply satisfied with its trade 
links with Indonesia, noting that 
-Jordanian phosphate and potash 
continue to be sold in Indonesian 
markets. 

In May last year, Jordan and 
Indonesia agreed in principle on 
setting up a plan to produce 
phosphate based phosphoric arid 
which would be marketed in Jor- 
dan and Indonesia with the sur- 
plus going to other countries. - 

Indonesia has also agreed to 
import additional quantities of 
Jordanian potash ana phosphate 
and to take part in international 
trade fairs which would encour- 
age tbe exchange of visits by 
trade groups to bolster coopera- 
. tion in trade and industry. 


Amman host to AMK director 


ftiMAN — The Director of 
’; #K Berlin International Fain 
' aus J. Dreier was a guest or 
qout at a press conference 
, g^nised at foe Amman Marriott 
' ttel in Amman Wednesday by 
TDlawi and Sons Company. 
Both Mr. Dreier and Mr. 

' ahammad TDlawi underlined 
importance of Amman » a 
; - lire of Middle Eastern busi- 
... - ss and referred to Jordan’s 
hkipatkm in various Berlin 
e Cabs including the Green 
yjck winch displayed agricnltu- 
, products from various coun- 
ts of the world. 

^.’Jordan, according to Mr. 
&er also takes part in fairs 
sdatiring in tourism and those 
playing leather and woollen 


products! Mr. Dreier spoke at 
length about foe importance of 
foe Berlin International Fairs 
.which are held between August 
27 and September 5, displaying 
up-to-date electronics him ' audio 
visual aids, videos, televirions 
etc. 

Mr. Dreier paid tribute to the 
TDlawi company, representatives 
for German International Fairs, 
who played a major rote in orga- 
nising this meeting and who have 
been instrumental in promoting 
cooperation between Jordan and 
Germany. He said that tbe Ger- 
man embassy would facilitate the 
granting of visas for merchants 
and omens to visit the Berlin 
International Fairs at all times,. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

2»e following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
■ be daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify foe fisted 
ime and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


? Eri ri Mtin n of pabiting* and ac uiptm e s by artist Nadecm at the 
■ French Cultural Centre. 

r Exhibition at efi and watcreofoisr pafetiugs cotjtfed “Concepts 
in the Stru ctur e of Space” by Dr. George Sayegh at Abdnl 
Hameed Shaman Foundation Gnfl e ry — ( Open 10 bjb. tfi 5 
Pa) 

r Piaster exhibit iw of tbe Beatles at the British CoandL 
r RihWtina by Jonisaisw artist Khafed Khras at the Spanish 
Guttural Centre^ 

- IMiMHm rf p. lulliy hy jimhuhai wWrf W wj lii n Al ShahM 

at Afia Art Gallery. 




Austrian Airlines now offers two weekly flights 
from Amman to Vienna. With immediate onward 
connections to all major European cities. 




Tue, Thu 12.15 hrs 17.00 hrs 


Austrian Airlines 

Shmeisani, Abduihamied Sharaf St 
P.O.Box 1803 Amman 
Tel. 68 45 26, 68 45 76 
66 70 28, 63 62 32 


First Instance by House Speaker Oct 26. Prominent lawyer Taher 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, is one of HDcmat, a former minister, is 
several borne out of protest let- defending Mr. Qattan. 
ten and telegrams sent to the Addressing his press confer- 
House over its decision mi Aug. 4 ence Wednesday, Mr. Qattan 
to indict former Minist er of Pub- said h was his ngit to deny the 



Be Works Mamdonh Hawamdeh 
of corruption in awarding a mnlti- 
milHon dinar highway project in 
1987. 

’ The letter that Mr. Du ghmi 
referred to in his comments Sun- 
day is th^ basis of the rase. It 
criticised -the House for seeking 
legal action against Hawamdeh 
supporters who sent telegrams 

protesting the indictment of the 
former minister. * 

■ Citing the people's freedom of 
expression, the three-page letter 
said: “This new approach of *pa r- 
tiamentaiy dictatorship* which 
your esteemed council seems to 
be adopting will certainly prevent 
the newspapers and media from 
evaluating Parliament and will 
certainly make the people afraid 
of expressing their opinion about 
tbe conduct of members of Parlia- 
ment and their announced slo- 
gans and programmes.” 

“This is an action which implies 
tbe dangerous t ran s fo rmation of 
Parliament itself into a suppres- 
sive institution that tries tbe peo- 
ple without their being able to try 
their own Parliament,” it added. 

Tbe trial of tbe case begins 


Greens warn 
against unclear 
environmental 
policy 

ERBID (Petra) — The President 
of tbe Jordanian Society for tbe 
Control of Environmental Pollu- 
tion Wednesday warned against 
tbe absence of a dear environ- 
mental policy in the country, 
noting tint such a failure could be 
de tri me n tal to the c ountry ’s fu- 
ture. 

Mr. Ahmad Obeidai told a 
seminar on problems facing foe 
environment in the Irbid region 
a lack of a ctear environmen- 
tal policy coaid encourage certain 
people to pursue their own selfish 
needs without any regard to 
national interests. Mr. Obeidat 
was addressing a day long semi- 
nar organised tty the society in 
cooperation with' foe Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation at Yar- 
mouk ' Univ ersity Alumni Qub. 

He -outlined the society’s va- 
rious activities over the past three 
years saying that its main aims 
entail encouraging awareness 
among me m b ers of the public 
concerning means of protecting 
the environment 

“The society hopes that collec- 
tive effo rts would result in a 
cleaner atmosphere and a safer 
environment for the future gen- 
erations,” said Mr. Obeidat. 

What remains to be seen from 
tiie government is a real and 
serious polity backed by re- 
sponsible otixens on the safety of 
thei r environment 


charges outside court if Mr. 
Dughmi was justified in arenring 
him beyond tbe framework erf 
legal proceedings. 

“I did not slander, insult or 
abuse Parliament,” he said. “As 
a constituent myself, I wtD not 
condone such attacks on Parlia- 
ment which is made up of our 
own elected deputies. What I did 
was to protest against arbitrary 
action against people who were 
exercising their freedom of opin- 
ion and expression as granted to 
them in the constitution.” 

Mr. Qattan also argued that 
Mr. Dughnri, a lawyer himself, 
should nave known better not to 
make any comments on any 
aspects of the rase, including 
suggesti o ns that foe RCC drreo- 
tor, being a government official, 
could be acting on behalf of tbe 
executive authority. 

"By bringing in my official post 
into the affair, Mr. Dughmi 
appears to be trying to create 
problems between the legislative 
and executive authorities,” said 
Mr. Qattan.* 

Mr. Dughmi had said that Mr. 
Qattan, by including his title as 


director of foe RCC in his letter 
and sending it through a fecsnrile 
machine installed at the centre, 
bad either “abused” hb office or 
was “reflecting foe point erf view 
of the government.” 

Mr. Qattan rejected both 
charges saying: “Before and ev- 
erything else, I am citizen of fob 
country. 1 Does being a govern- 
ment employee mean that a 
citizen cannot express bis opinion 
if be finds something amiss in foe 
society?” 

Mr. Qattan said he bad not 
heard from the Ministry of Cul- 
ture, winch has jurisdiction over 
the RCC, in connection with a 
letter sent to Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker by House 
Speaker Arabiyat asking that ac- 
tion be taken against the RCC 
director. In turn, tbe prune minis- 
ter has asked tbe minister of 
culture to handle the matter. 

Mr. Qattan noted that Jorda- 
nian law says that >v ao administra- 
tive decision” be taken against a 
government employee on tbe 
basis of charges that are also 
raised in a lawsuit before the 
court rules on foe issue. 

Tbe RCC director also ques- 
tioned why Mr. Dughmi asserted 
that Parliament would not have 
reacted foe way it did had foe 
letter sent to the House appeared 
in newspapers instead of a direct 
communication with Parliament. 



PETRA PHOTOS ON DISPLAY: A unique eoBection of 

photograpta of Petra wffl lx exhibited for safe to the general public in 
foe lobby of tbe Amman Marriott Hotel from October 39 through 
October 24, according to the American Centre of Oriental Research 
(ACOR). The p hotograp hs have been donated by a group of friends 
and coBeagnes of the late Kenneth Rnssefl and all proceeds from sales 
will be given to the Kenneth RusaeB Memorial Trust, which provides 

scho la rships for higher education In archaeolog y and related fields for 
residents of Jordan; travel to students of any aationaBty 

who wish to conduct a r chaeo logical and related res e a rc h in Jordan; 
told assistance for the education of the c h fldren of tfaebidrii'bcdonin. 
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Media’s changing role 


THE MEDIA in Jordan are in creasingly striving to 
define its role in a deznocratfcmg ami changing society. 
While tbe task is not easy, the leaderships, officials and 
journalists themselves, seem to be all determined to 
chart a more sound and progressive course for the 
dissemination of information. In the last few days and 
indeed over the past several months the role of the 
media has been reaffirmed by the prime minister, the 
information minister and the executive of the journal- 
ists association. Sharif Zed expressed his support fin* 
the association, and Information Minister Mahmoud 
Sharif expanded on the nde of the media in a 
democratic society. The president of the Press Associa- 
tion, Suleiman Qudah, meanwhile called on joumahsts 
to strive for impartiality hi their coverage of the 
Shabab A1 Nafeer At Island case currently being heard 
at dm State Security Court. 

There are many questions, however, that need to be 
addressed. Chief among these is how good and 
progressive our new press and pnbtications law wdl be. 
Most of the new law’s articles have been endorsed by 
the Lower House of Parliament this summer. The 
journalists themselves are divided on the issue. Most 
think the law is not democratic cnouf^i and many 
contend that it has not received the attention or the 
extensive debate it deserves at the House. Another 
question that needs to be addressed is media coverage 
of court proceedings. How far should the media 
explore into the case? Should it confine itself to only 
what goes on inside the co u rt r oom? Are judges and 
witnesses actually influenced by news reports? And if 
so by how much? Isn’t it the role of the media to 
educate and inform? 

The same, and more, questions could be asked about 
the media’s relations with the government and Partia- 
meat. While the search for answers to these questions 
continues, it remains the responsibility of the journal- 
ists themselves and their association to create a 
me chanism by which' the media can probe info the 
issues and present answers. Whatever these results are 
the objective and the principle- that most be upheld is 
that the truth must be looked for and told. 

There is little truth to the contention that Jordan 
and Jordanians are not prepared for the foil and 
unlimited freedom of choice, expression and democra- 
cy- That should not be a foregone conclusion. The 
right of die media to report, analyse and comment on 
news and events is, of course, only a part of the overall 
freedoms that we are talking about. The rest of the 
.society in which we live has to do its part in the search 
for the truth. Everybody is therefore called upon to 
participate in the debate that aims to find the formula 
most suitable to ns. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A NEW round of Arab-Israeli peace negotiations is being held in 
Washington, with the Arab parties more pessimistic about 
reaching a settlement in the light of the previous sessions during 
which Israel had shown intransigence and in the absence of any 
flexibility on the part of the Israeli government, said A1 Dnstour 
daily Wednesday. All the feelings of optimism over tbe election of 
the Labour government in Israel have disappeared into thin air 
due to the obstinacy showed bv the Rabin government, which is 
acting more or le.’ like itr ; ’ "wor, the Likud government, 

inside the occupied Arab lands ana at the peace negotiating table, 
said tbe daily. For many Arabs, the seventh round starting 
Wednesday is the last of the current series of meetings because 
the peace process, which began with George Bush and James 
Baker, is bound to end with their ouster from office in the coming 
month, said the daily. The Israelis are expected to stall and to 
delay taking any moves towards serious discusskms with the 
Arabs until the new administration has taken office, added the 
daily- Therefore, said the paper, the seventh round of talks is 
more likely to end without any concrete progress towards the 
implementation of U.N. resolutions which guarantee a lasting 
peace in the region. The paper said that though the Arabs realise 
this fact, they are keen on pursuing efforts to maintain the 
negotiations and avoiding a deadlock, hoping that the new 
administration in Washington would give the peace process 
further momentum. 


A COLUMNIST in A! Ra’i Arabic daily said it seems that tbe 
American people have finally decided to elect Bin Clinton as 
president of tbe United States and that President Bush will fall in 
the coming presidential election. Fatad A1 Fanek said that tbe.. 
Arabs should have nothing to fear, about Mr. .Clinton and should 
not wish that Mr. Bush would remain in tbe White Hpuse so that 
he would give the Palestinians their rights because this is a mere 
illusion. Tbe writer referred to Bill Qin ton’s pledges to Israel and 
said that they were given to appease the Jews and win their votes 
in the coming election. However', Mr. Clinton had already 
announced that be would pursue the peace process between the 
Arabs and the Israelis, something which is sought by the Arab 
states. Mr. Clinton should not be taken seriously when be says 
that he would move tbe U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, and 
observers should realise that Mr. Clinton would only seek what is 
bes* for America. He said that Mr. Bush is influenced by an Iraq 
complex and was responsible for the aggression on the Iraqi 
people, leaving the American economy in trouble. By contrast 
Mr. Clinton has not smeared his hands with Arab blood and has 
hot pledged to be a tool in tbe hands of world Zionism. The writer 
said that Arabs in America could help Mr. Ointon win and pave 
die ground for a new chapter in the relations between America 
and die Arab Nation. 


Leaders of all G7 countries 
are in political trouble 


By Patrick Worsnip 


LONDON — Leaders of all tbe 
world’s major economic powers 
are in deep political trouble, vic- 
tims of recession and the end of 
the cold war. 

The go-getting conservatism of 
the 1980s exemplified by former 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
and British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher has finally ran out 
of steam and their successors are 
straggling to survive. 

Unless U.S. opinion polls are 
dramatically wrong. President 
George Bosh looks almost certain 
to be defeated by Democrat-Bill 
Ointon in elections in two weeks' 
time. 

Britain's Premier John Major 
has no electoral nemesis bearing 
down on him, but his government 
has been badly weakened by a 
sterling crisis, disputes over the 
European Community and a 
humiliating dimbdown over a 
plan to dose coal-mines. 

For a wide variety of reasons, 
tire governments of all the other 
members of the group of seven 
top industrial democracies — 
Germany, France, Italy, Japan 
.and Canada — also their backs to 
the wall. 

Britain’s Independent news- 
paper tins week blamed a "disen- 
chantment that has swept the 
democratic world since the de- 
mise of oommumsm.” 

At the start of the 19805, the 
United States ami Britain led a 
righ twar d swing that swept away 


the liberal thinking of tire pre- 
vious decade. It combined cuts in 
taxes and social welfare with 
robust defences against a then 
threatening Soviet Union. 

Hie rightist trend spread to 
Germany, where the Christian 
Democrats displaced the Sodal 
Democrats in 1982, Canada, 
where the Conservative Party 
took over from tire Liberals in 
1984, and briefly to France, 
where right-wing parties ruled 
from 1986-88. 

In foreign affairs. Western con- 
servatism was so successful that it 
wiped out the Soviet Union 
which, unable to compete in a 
new round -of tbe arms race, 
collapsed at the end of 1991. 

Economically, however, the 
West eventually slumped Into a 
new cycle of recession- “Reaga- 
nomics” built up the largest 
budget and trade deficits in U.S. 
histray while Thatcherism stoked 
a ruinous credit boom in Britain. 

The successors of Reagan and 
Thatcher are now reaping the 
bitter harvest of those pomes. 

Mr. Bush's cold war and Golf 
war victories could not compen- 
sate for soaring unemployment at 
home. Instead, the “peace di- 
vidend” has bit the U.S. defence 
industry, and a perceived indif- 
ference to domestic affairs has 
blighted Mr. Bush’s reelection 
campaign. 

In Britain, Mr. Major’s Con- 
servatives scraped through to a 


new election victory last April, 
but their prestige has sunk to a 
new low following a forced exit 
last month from the European 
Exchange Rate Mechanism and 
the latest row over coal. 

Last week’s abrupt announce- 
ment that over half Britain's pits 
would be shut with the loss of 
30,000 jobs alienated even the 
pro-conservative Middle Classes 
and had to be reversed. 


One problem has been that 
while the collapse of communism 
in tire Conner Eastern Bloc has 
discredited left-wing policies. 
Western publics no longer see the 
need for tough, right-wing gov- 
ernments either. 

This has been particularly tree 
of Italy, where the Christian 
Democrats have been dominant 
for over 40 years on the strength 
of a supposed threat to democra- 
cy from Western Europe’s largest 
communist party. 

One legacy of their rale — a 
colossal pubhc sector ejefirit — is 
now having . to be reine d in 
through swin geing welfare cuts, 
while the rise of regional parties 
in Italy's affluent north is thre- 
atening tire co un try’s entire poli- 
tical system. 

Co mm unism’s fall hit Germany 
with the costs erf reunfidation 
with the east High interest rates 
and hugely unpopular tax hikes 
have sent Chancellor Helmet 
Kohl’s popularity reeling 


although one recent poll shows a 
slight recovery. 

Economic problems, especially 
joblessness, have also damaged 
Prance’s ruirng Socialists, who 
fece likely defeat in elections next 
March, alfoough socialist Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, 76, 
looks resolved to carry on until 
his term expires in 1995. . 

Mr. Mitterrand called an ill- 
advised referendum last - mrinth 
on the European Community’s 
Maastricht Treaty, which was 
won only narrowly and provoked 
a European currency crisis. That 
and the disclosure that he has 
cancer led rivals to hope he may 


Canada’s conservative Prime 
Minister Brian Muboney has said 
he will consider his future if, as 
seems likely, the government 
loses next Monday’s referendum 
•on its latest attempt at a constitu- 
tional accord with restive French- 
speaking Quebec. . 

But once again, the back- 
ground is economic — prolonged' 
recession, an unpopular free 
trade agreement with the United 
States, and. a hated sales tax. 

Even economic titan Japan is 
suffering from recession, but the 
latest political ructions there cen- 
tre on a corruption scandal which 
forced the resignation last week 
of Shin Kanemara, “king-maker” 
in the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party. 

Renter 
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Iraqi author *| 
attacks ‘inept’ 

war leaders 


By Marie Colvin 


BAGHDAD — An Iraqi author 
is about to publish an reader's 
account of tire Gulf war which 
contains unprecedented criticism 
of the country’s leadership, 
rbiiming that its inept diplomacy 
and ignorance about the United 
States contributed to Iraq's dis- 
astrous defeat 

The new book by Sa’ad Bazaz, 
called "The Gulf war and the 
One After,” is startling in two 
ways: it reveals secret, high-level 
discussions in a country where 
anyone revealing information is 
considered a traitor; and it dis- 
cuss the failings of Iraq's leaders. 

Mr. Bazaz, editor of A1 
T iimh nriya newspaper and a con- 
fidant of the Iraqi leadership, is 
no dissident; he never overtly 
criticises Saddam Hussein. But he 
writes that Iracri officials lacked 
e xp e r ience and Knowledge of the 
West and were prone to conspira- 
cy theories. “The Iraqi officials 
were incapable of organising such 
an enormous task,” he said. 

That may be regarded as fair 
criticism in a democracy, but in 
Iraq critics of the regime are as 
rare as men without Saddam 
moustaches. -Mr. Bazaz said he 
took the risk because be believes 
the isolation of tbe leadership 
could lead the country to further 
disasters, as the title of his book 
implies. He said a “second gen- 
eration” of journalists and intel- 
lectuals was chafing at the restric- 
tions and would support him. 

The book, to be published in 
Arabic and English later this 
year, is being prepared amid bub- 
blings of change in Baghdad. In 
recent weeks, articles by Barzan 
A1 TIkriti, Saddam Hussein’s 
powerful half-brother, in A1 
Jumhuriya, and by Udai Hussein, 
Saddam Hussein's son, in Babfl 
newspaper, have called for free- 
dom of speech and more political 
liberty. 

Such articles are countenanced 
by Saddam Hussein, and may 
result in little realistic change. 
But they are evidence that tbe 
leadership is aware of the dis- 
satisfaction with the absolute con- 
trol of the Ba’ath party. 

Mr. Bazaz reveals that Saddam 
Hussein issued a secret order on 
Feb. 23, 1991, for all Iraqi forces 
to withdraw from Kuwait — tire 
day before the »IH« launched 
their ground offensive. The with- * 
drawal order was broadcast on 
Feb. 26 by Baghdad rafoo. That 
revelation helps explain one of 
the mysteries of tire wan why, 
after months of fortifying Kuwait, 
the army offered little resistance. 
Allied commanders were 
astounded by the speed and ease' 
of their advance, attributing the 
Iraqi collapse to 40 days days of 
bombing, lack of supplies and low 
morale. 

But according to Mr. Bazaz, 
the best units had begun with- 
drawing 24 hours before the 


ground assault; those remaining 
blew Saddam Hussein had given*/ 
up and were unwilling to fight. 

The early withdrawal order en- 
sured tire survival of most of tbe 
Republican Guard, which went f 
on to crush rebellions in Dm a 
Kurdish north and Shiite south of L , 

*Tfc. Bazaz writes that Irak's V 
mistakes began long before the 
Gulf war. After interviews with 
most ofr Iraq's leadere, he says 
they misinterpreted Washington’s 
intentions and then reacted to 
American moves with injured -■ 
pride. The leadership believed 
America was willing to see Iraq 
become the main regional power. 
Saddam Hussein thought Washington 
would give him responsibility to . 
negotiate a solution to the Arab- ^ ° 
Israeli conflict, to protect the , 
Gulf and to take die lead in 
setting oil prices. 

Mr. Bazaz says this analysis 
was based on a deluded, naive '■ 
assessment of the respect that 
America would accord Iraq after 
its victory over Iran. When things 
did not go as Iraq expected, the 
leadership reverted to conspiracy 
theories and concluded that 
Washington was trying to under- 
mine the regime. 

Tbe ensrung spiral of con- 
frontation c ulminat ed in the inva- 
sion of Kuwait. Iraq had intended 
to set up a puppet government 
under a 'dissident Kuwaiti col- 
onel, and then withdraw'. But the 
Kuwaiti found no support among 
his countrymen. 

One the eve of the allied . _ • , 
attack, the leadership cmaderddP 1 ^- 1 
a frontal assault into Saudi Ara- 
bia, a guerrilla war in Kuwait city 
or withdrawal. Mr. Bazaz says 
Saddam Hussein decided on with- 
drawal for three reasons: a third 
party had warned there would be 
a nuclear strike on Iraq if be 
attacked Saudi Arabia; Iraq’s 
lines in Kuwait could not easily 
be turned to offensive action; and 
thousands of Iranian infiltrators * 
had started to move across the 
undefended border, leaving 
Baghdad exposed. 

la addition, Tareq Aw, then 
.foreign minister, said' Mikhail 
Gorbachev, the former Soviet ( 
leader, bad assured fin that if ,* 
Iraqi troops- withdrew, they 
would not be attacked and sanc- 
tions against Iraq would be lifted. 

“I want to make sore — will 
sanctions be lifted?” Mr. Bazaz 
quotes Mr. Aziz as asking the 
Soviet leader. “Of course, of 
course,” was Gorbachev’s re- 
sponse. “The Soviets betrayed 
us,” concludes Mr. Bazaz. 

Tbe final days were disastrous- , 
“At first the retreat was orderly,** * 
Mir. Bazaz says. “After that, well, 
tire whole world knows what hap- 
pened. Of course, they were 
slaughtered” — The Sunday 
Tunes. 




Egypt’s old private sector 
balks at free market 


By John West 
Renter 


MAHALLA A1 KUBRA, 
EGYPT — Free-market reforms 
enfong 30 years of central plan- 
ning ought to be music in the ears 
of private!* businesses in Egypt. 
But not in Mahalla A1 Kubra. 

Hundreds of factory owners in 
this old industrial city are so fed 
up with economic reform they are 
considering shotting down and 
laying off tens of thousands of 
workers to put pressure on the 
government at a delicate stage in 
its reform programme. 

Like a large part of Egypt’s 
private sector, these textile indus- . 
trialists not only survived bat' 
flourished under state control of 
tbe economy. 

They, developed dose ties with 
government officials and thrived 
off import bans, subsidised raw 
materials, interest rate ceilings 
and government contracts. 

As Egypt implements reforms 
to reverse 30 years of central 
planning, the textile industrialists 
now face foe jungle of foe free 
market as nervously as public 
sector colleagues facing privatisa- 
tion. They are doing mar best to 
delay the change. 

“The government is moving 
too fast, costs have gone up, 
buying power has weakened and 
we can’t borrow money to res- 
tructure because the interest rates 
are so high,” said Hussein Abu 
Amo, managing director of a 
textile factory employing 120 
workers. 

Until last year Egyptian state 
monopolies provided high-grade 
cotton to Mahalla’s textile factor- 
ies at under half foe world market 
price and electricity at little more 
man a tenth of the real cost. 
Tbe price of cotton has risen by 


about 50 per cent since tire start 
of last year and foe price of 
electricity by about 100 per cent. 
But both are still below market 
prices and will go higher. 

The 630-member league of tex- 
tile factory owners has said its 
members will dose down their 
factories and lay off more than 
30,000 workers later tins month if 
a dispute with tax authorities is 
not resolved. The government 
staved off an earlier deadline by 
meeting some of their demands.. 

Officials and economists say 
the tax dispute masked wider 
concerns abbot frade liberalisa- 
tion and a deep-seated fear that 
foe state, which has been the 
main business partner for many 
of these companies, is now about 
to abandon them. 

“I think the people wfio are 
really bolding up reform are foe 
private sector,” said Heba Hen- 
doussa, a professor of economics 
and consultant to foe World 
Bank. 

'They say *you made all these 
promises about protection and 
now you’re breaking up our mar- ' 
kets,” she added. 

Most factories use old machm- 
ery unable to finish high-grade raw 
cotton into high-quality end pro- 
ducts and do no design them- 
selves, choosing patterns for 
clothes to be worn in Egypt from 
catalogues bought from Europe 
or eastern Asia. 

As in the old Eastern Europe- 
under communism, firms often 
focus on production rather than 
consumer demand, running up 
stocks and spinning a complex 
web of credit between themselves 
and state company suppliers. 

Western donors, who have 


' promised Egypt they will waive 
■ debts worth $10 biBion if it carries 
out the reforms, are concerned 
that private industrialists and 
public officials alike can keep 
delaying reforms. 

They could deliberately rein- 
force tire government’s worries 
about tire social impact of re- 
forms and argue for gradual 
change. 

Cairo has made skm progress 
'on privatisation and is looked in a- 
polfre dispute with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and World 
Bank about its timetable for 
change. 

Some industrialists complain 
they now have the worst of both 
worlds. Their costs have soared 
from subsidy cuts but they have 
yet to see any real easing of the 



had to spend two thirds o: 
time obtaining licences, dealing 
with regulations and cultivating 
local officials. 

“We are not against liberalisa- 
tion but it most be on all parts... I 
sboakin't be wasting my time«J 
\prith thing s like this,” be said. 1 
. Employers cannot fire workers 
except for disciplinary offences 
and local authorities put pressure 
on them to take on e»-semcemen 


or the sons of Egyptian war 
heroes regardless of their qual- 
ifications for the job. . 

They sometimes have to orga- 
nise amenities like sewerage and 
running water themselves, spend- 
ing months petitioning various 
layers of local and regional 
bureaucracy for .permission to 
spend money on services which 
they should be receiving free 
from foe state. 


Bush scores points in final 
debate but needs a miracle 


K 


By Irwin Arieff 




WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush scored some badly 
needed points in his final con- 
frontation with Democrat Bill 
Ointon and Ross Perot, but did 
not appear to pull off the miracle 
he needed. 

Mr. Bush was sharper and 
quicker on his feet in the third 
presidential debate, giving easily 
as good as be got and repeatedly 
driving home the points he 
wanted to make. 


-Bush was running the risk of 
reviving the “wimp” image that 
so damaged him early in foe 1988. 
cam paign . 

Before each of the two preced- 
ing debates, aides had predicted 
tbe president would rip Mr. Qm- 
ton apart and shake up the race, 
laying the groundwork for a last- 
minute reelection victory on Nov. 


Mr. Ointon, on the other 
band, was somewhat flatter in his 
delivery than be had been at last 
week’s debate in Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, and was dearly put on tire 
defensive by Mr. Bush’s aggres- 
sive a t tacks on his record in bis 
home state of Arkansas. 

But tire Republican scored no 
knockout punches and tire Demo- 
crat got off his own share- of 
Zingers. 

As a result, Mr. Bush got a 
needed shot in the arm that will 
certainly help him through the 
-filial two wceks of the election 
campaign buTwas probably, qpt 
'enough to reverse Mr. Clinton's 
formidable lead in the polls. 

Mr. Perot, too, was feisty, im- 
proving on his performance in tbe 
last debate where his hackneyed 
homilies grated on voters. 

The Texas billionaire went af- 
ter Mr. BnSh and Mr. Clinton 
with vigour, but one still has to 
wonder what Mr.. Perot really 
seeks from his unorthodox cam- 
paign and whether he still be- 
lieves — despite his statements 
on Monday — that he can really 
win. 

.Going into tire debate, Mr. 


But each tune, he was hesitant 
and deferential. Far from going 
on tbe offensive, he convinced 
many of his supporters that he 
had mentally given up and was 
bracing for defeat. 

In the third encounter, howev- 
er, he showed some spunk. 

. Nonetheless, a post-debate poll 
by ABC News hinted that Mr. 
Bush’s performance was not so 
strong as to change many minds. 

The network’s survey of 710 
viewers found 36 per cent picking 
Mr. Clinton as tire winner, 26 per 
cent Mr. Perot and just 21 per 
cent Mr. Bush, with 12 per emit 
judging the encounter a tie. 

But the 'preadenf s perform- 
ance was certain to give cheer to 

bis supporters and keep alive 
their hopes roha dramatic turnar- 
ound in Repub&can fortunes ata. 
time when many analysts are pre- 
dicting a Democratic landslide on 
election day. 

By repeatedly returning to the 
theme that Arkansas ranked 
“near the very bottom” by many 
standards, Mr. Bosh was able to 
force Mr. Clinton to devote much 
of Iris time to defending his state 
rather than hammer away at Mr. 
Bush’s own performance in 
office, as Mr. Clinton managed 


last week in Richmond. 

Adding to the Arkansas gov- 
ernor's woes on that count was 
Mr. Perot, who dismissed 1 tk 
“irrelevant” Mr. Clinton’s ex- 
perience managing bis state gov- 
ernment. 

But Mr. Perot also went after 
Mr. Bush during tbe evening, 
accusing the president at one 
point of tacitly encouraging Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein to seize 
northern Kuwait. 

A nd at other times, Mr. Bush 
Suffered from a “Jo hnn y ode- 
note” tone, hitting Mr. Ointon 
over and over on his perc ep tion 
of a “pattern” of waffling by Mr. 
CMbn — a pattern Mr. . Bush 
said! raised the question; of 
whether voters could trust t|im . 

Mr. Ointon was able' to coun- 
ter fo&t line of attack by recalling 
Mri Bush's 1980 reference toj 
Ronald Reagan’s economic plan/ 
a? “voodoo economics” — apian 
Mr. Bosh later endorsed when be 
became Mr. Reagan's routing 
mate later that year. 
i -Mr, Bush aides said in advance 
tire president knew be could not 
get .too negative or risk a back- 
lash. So Mr. Bush remained 
“presidential” and went out of bis 
way to tell foe audience bis 
approach was “not forty cam- 
paigning, becanse . be (Ointon) 
has bees talking about my record 
for half a year, here.” . * 

The statement raises fod q 
wh y Mr. Bush waited sbi 
to criticise his chief riVaTs reton 
when he was so for behind in tin 
polls, and whether bis perform 
Mce on Monday was too foie tt 
Mange his fote on Nov. 3. 

Rente! 
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Hope bom out of despair and poverty 


"s . 

*• « x ■ 


By Ner mee n Murad 

‘ Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

''ttir A little girl knelt silently on the floor 
'^>1n front of a small circle carrying her 
■. :> , name. Her eyes twinkled and widened In 
fascination as the teacher demonstrated 
story about scarecrows and figs. 

ttrfr An old man’s smile brightened his 
/ weather-beaten face, as he proudly held 
^ J up his frail body gnawed at by tubercu- 
;^vVos/s. 


An old, Yelled woman with a tatooed 
chin held a pencil and slowly copied 
words from the blackboard and then 
sneaked a furtive glance at the notebook 
of the younger girl sitting next to her. 

Women stood in lines waiting for 
their weekly food rations while their 
children clutched at their embroidered . 
black thoubs and looked around inquisi - 
tivefy. 


; jWtJ 1 A little boy leaned over and whis- 
pered In his classmate’s ear and then 
giggled L In front of them lay a table full of 
modern games. Behind them a window 
frames scene from a desert . 



77m t rac fftio Mf carpet 


Ml carpet weaving and dty 

dV Rom wftft plans to a sitm spm 
products to tourists tors acco 


E. Om of tbe 
[new** Batina at 
np far tfta vW- 


FLASHING IMAGES of 
southern Jordanian villages 
and their inhabitants, pic- 
tures of wrinkled faces 
embracing young eager ones 
and prayers Filed with simple 
aspirations and an abundance 
of faith. They all come 
together to teU a story of 
hope bom out of dispair and 


poverty. 

AJ Humaimeb, Dibbet 
Hanout, A1 Disseh and 
Guwairah are places that are 
buried deep in the harsh en- 
vironment of Wadi Rum. 
Their residents’ lives are 
toadied by the same contra- 
dictions which are typical of 
the landscape surrounding 



Aanmer Prime MbUstmr and Mouther of Par- 
liament' Tahmr At Masrl, ambassadors of thm 
United States, Canada, Italy and Britain, 
accompanied the Prince ss on her tour of 
Wash Bom v fH apet . TZm picture shows an after 
sc bool recr ea t ion centre established by the 
fund 


A tribal sheikh briefs Her Royal Highness 
ft f nceg Basma on the cond it ions In Ms wU- 
lagm u At the end of the meeting the Pr in ce ss 
announced that the Queen AUa Pond wW 



» them . Shifting sands and 
solid rocks merge together to 
create a photographer's 
heaven , a writer’s inspiration 
but a nightmarish reality for 
those struggling to make a 
living. 

And to the occasional 
bypasser the picture could 
remain one which would 
attract students of anthropol- 
ogy or tourists who appreci- 
ate the brown and phik im- 
ages of this area after they 
are saturated with the green 
valleys of their own coun- 
tries. But to the residents of 
these villages the beauty of 
the place has another face 
that is menacing. Those who 
want to come to their help 
not on ty have to be Messed 
with great dedication but also 
a lot of love. 

A person who has shown 
these qualities and has man- 
aged to make a difference is 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma. Through her gui- 
dance and dose supervision, 
the Queen AUa Fund has' 
been aMe to iuFhrate the 
seemingly invincible influ- 
ence of the canyon of Wadi 
Rum by providing the people 
■ there a reason and the 
mechanism to work towards a 
better future. 

- Although the fund could 
provide a list of statistics 
which could substantiate the 
need for its presence in those 
areas and the benefits that it' 
has been able to extend to its 
.residents, the greatest evi- 
dence is the people's own 
assessment of those efforts. 

“She (Princess Basma ) is 
the only one who doesn't lose 
faith in us and continues 
helping, " an old woman — 
c radling her grandson while 
sifting at the front steps of the 
-health centre where her son is 
a doctor — told the Jordan 
Times last week. 

The fund has started sever- 
al programmes to give food 
.to poor families on a weekly 
basks and distributes medium 
sized cardboard boxes which 
"contain, among other things, 
rice, lentils and milk. The 
food solves the most impor- 
tant problem on the list of 
priorities in that area — 
nutrition. 

But even this apparently 
ample task has faced various 
difficulties. .When the' fund, 
first started distributing rice 
in a remote village in the 
area, its workers discovered 
that the women did not know 
what rice was or how to cook 
it ,e We had to send women 
from Aqaba to teach them 
how to cook rice," a fond 
worker told the Jordan 
Times. 

But although food was 
obviously appreciated by the 
residents of these areas, they 
were even more impressed by 
foe sense of stability that foe 
Princess has been able to 
impart to them through her 
•own dedication and the 
fund's continued persever- 
ance to introduce positive 
change on all Fonts . 

Many of foe villagers see 
foe fond's centres as pillars of 


continuity and a guarantee 
against difficult times. They 
^resent Amts tizar they might 
have become too dependent 
on foe help of others and 
pledge /hat they are ready to 
make contributions after they 
have learned bow to begin. 

‘Maybe we are asking for 
too much now but it is be- 
cause we are beginning with 
nothing, ” foe mayor of foe 
small town of Guwairah told 
an audience of ambassadors 
and journalists accompanying 
Princess Basma on a Geld 
visit to Wadi Rum. “ When 
we learn enough we will start 
giving and not just taking. " 

The fund’s projects in 
these areas are intended to 
pave the way towards de- 
velopment by teadnog the residents 
the skills necessary to change 
skills necessary to change 
their status from illiteracy to 
literacy and. from unemploy- 
ment to income generating 
projects. Children are pro- 
vided with colour, variety 
and a foundation for creativ- 
ity, and women are given the 
keys to their relative inde- 
pendence and free 
thinking. 

In foe Guwairah Centre, 
kindergartens bring girls and 
! boys together to introduce 
them to a world that is alien 
to them but one that is Filed 
with adventure and imagina- 
tion. Older children are also 
given special attention 
through after school dubs 
that allow them to experi- 
ment with artistic hobbies or 
computer skills. 

In foe conservative atmos- 
phere of these areas foe food 
has also given women an 
opportunity to find them- 
selves away from foe con- 
straints of foe traditional pat- 
riarchal system which domin - 
.ates underdeveloped areas. 
When a journalist asked the 
mayor of Guwairah, who was 
speaking on behalf of the 
•women of the village, to let 
them speak for themselves 
foe women clapped and 
laughed openly. 

“These centres provide 
many women in these areas 
with- the only opportunity to 
escape foe dosed sodety they 
have been brought up in," 
said, a fund worker, who 
operates closely with foe 
women in the villages. 

At foe end of foe day-long 
trip to Wadi Rum and foe 
places hidden within its 
grooves, it becomes apparent 
that enough sodal and econo- 
mic change has been affected 
to bring tins part of the south 
out into the larger sodety of 
the Kingdom. Perhaps it still 
remains strewn with images 
that have to be eradicated 
before this society can be 
described as a healthy one 
but it is obvious that someone 
is working to hdp it along 
and give it aSghtmg chance. 
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The Badtta Felice paeref the harsh terrains at 
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Ages apart: A gran dm ot her holds her grand- 
son w ho Is now a ffor de d more opportunities 
for a brighter future 
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From (literacy to a better life: A woman 
learns ts t writs In one of the funtFs special 
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receive their weekly 


of free food donated by 









This Weak 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 



*30 Dade Back 

Cub Fever 


Unde Buck’s comments on 
T.V. result in the dabs losing 
die game and everybody 
bates Buck. 


*10 OvB Wars 
1*90 News In Ragffefc 
1*20 Movie Of The Week 

Farrell For The People 


Starrfog: Valeric Harper and 

Ed O’Neal 


Farrell, the young female 
prosecutor, succeeds in in- 
dicting a famous novelist for 
murdering a waiter. 



1900 When The Uon Rotors 


* 39 Saved By The BeB 
*99 Wednesday Forum 
*19 Onedo 


A Bridge Too Far 


on Wdebtendwy at 9:1 0. 

Home Videos Monday, Oct. 2d 


Friday, Oct. 23 

*39 Too dose For Comfort 


*09 Perspective 
lOrtO News In English 
i&£Q Feature FBm 
Into The Badlands 


*19 Noam Ami Mama 


Hamso, an influential man 
tries to marry a beautiful 
Widow, who refuses him be- 
cause she likes her husband’s 
friend Harold. The widow’s 
two sons do not believe that 
Harold is a killer. 


Starring: Bruce Den and 
Mark I Hemingway 


*30 Sibs 

*10 A Fire Romance 
HkOO News In English 
1*20 The Gravy Tram 


An old bounty hunter who 
never fulfils bis dream of 
having, a horse farm of bis 
own. 


Tuesday, Oct 27 

&50 Golden Girls 


1050 News In English 


Blanche dumps her boyfriend 
because he was rnde to 
Dorothy. 


Mrs. Peacock is playing host 
to the Arlington gentry at a 
grand cocktail party, and tak- 
ingthe opportunity to show 
off the trophy tire and Ms. 
Scarlett won in a local bridge 
competition. Colonel Mus- 
tard and Professor Plum look 
on, bored by their boasting. 
Bur Plum, the joker of this 
pack, has a surprise for the 
dull duo — a pair of bridge 
fanatics who he introduces as 
Mr. and Mrs. Hope. The 
Hopes persuade Peacock and 
Scarlett to play a rubber for 
some rather high stakes , and 
the Reverend Green sees the 
promised funds for his church 
roof disappear before his 
eyes. Who are Mr. and Mrs 
Hope and why are they so 
good at bridge? And will 
Mrs. Peacock swallow her 
pride and admit defeat, be- 
fore she gambles away Ms. 
.Scarlett’s heirlooms? Mean- 
while, Mrs. White takes 
another sip of champagne. 


18&0 The Antagonists 
1150 Mir. Bean 


*39 America’s Funniest 


Sunday, Oct. 25 

*30 Coach 
9:19 Documentary 
j UkOO News In English 
1*20 Midnight Caller 


*10 TECX 
A Soldier’s Death 


1*90 News In English 


10:20 The Coots Breakout 


A bank robbery is carried out 
electronically across the 
Atlantic. 


1050 News In En gtixh 


A true story of what hap- 
pened at Cowra PoW camp 
for Japanese soldiers during 
World Warn. Thefacts were 
not revealed for more than 30 
years. 


Really human 


By Svunatyyah A.H. 


‘“Really Human’ isn’t how you are made,” said the old 
man. “ It’s a thing that happens to you. It may be 
contagious but that’s very rare! When people love you fora 
long, long time, not just to spend time with, but really love 
•you, then you become redly human. ” 

“Does it hurt?” asked the skinny child. His eyes 
twinkled. 

■ “Sometimes,” said the old man, for be was always 
honest. “When you are ‘really human’ you don ’t mind being 
hurt. You start to bear pain, to accept it!” 

“Does it happen all at once like being wound up?” asked 
the child, confused, “or bit by bit?” 

“It doesn’t happen all at once,” said the old man. “It 


takes a long time. That’s why it doesn't often happen to 
people who break easify or have sharp edges or who have to 
be carefully kept. You need to be tough. Generally by the 
time you are really human, 'mod of your hair has fallen off, 
your eyes have dropped out, you get hose in the joints, very 
shabby, your bones ache, you hesitate before walking down 
a Bight of stairs,” the old man smiled and then continued: 
“When you spend more time looking for things than- you 
spend time using them after you have found them. But 
these things don ’t matter at all, because once you are really 
human, you can’t be ugly except to people who don’t 
understand. But once you’re really human you can’t 
become heartless again. It lasts for ever. ” 


The writer'k a student of English Menton at the VrdvenEy. 
of Jordan. - - 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 


To kill his free time, an American traffic policeman could 
catch a 55-pound Gsh while on duty in one of California 
towns because be was not engaged in anything due to strict 
traffic control. 

There are thirty dead people for every one living on earth. 
Some multistorey car parks in Chicago play discriminating 
pieces of music in each Boor so as to make it easy for car 
owners to recognise the one in which they have already left 
their cars! 

Koo, tah-we-cotsoo-lel-e-boo-lashar, a Pawnee Indian , 
docked by American army officers with stop watches, ran 
the mile in 3 minutes, 58 seconds in 1876. Modem runners 
never equalled that record until 1954. 


JOWHAR: A precious stone. 

HAIDAR: The lion; short. 

KHALIL: The faithful friend; emandated, poor. 


JOKES AND CRACKS 


A woman, trying to persuade her daughter to wear her hair in 
a shorter style, lost the argument when her daughter ex- 
daimed: “But, mother, my boy-friend wears his' hair longer 
than that!” 


tSt -tr t!t 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

Familar Phrases 


A golfer attempted to induce a friend to join his foursome 
one day. 

“I’d love to,” said the friend, “but I promised my wife...” 
“Oh, come on, ” the golfer persisted, “forget your wife. Are 
you a man or a mouse? 

‘Tm a -man,” the fiend replied. “My wife is afraid of 


mice. 


We hope you will honour us for supper. 

Mnitrnjja mnalc bitsbanifha W’asha. 
Will you not share our salt? Ma bitrid salt takol ma f ana? 

Will you not stay a little to lunch with us? 

Ma bitrid tifdal shwai’ye tit-gadda ma’ana? 
I am obliged by your kindness, but I cannot. Don't take it 
amiss? Maumun BkBak, hfan makdarsh, la twakbidnL 

I have come a moment to see you. Jit lahza ta sljufak. 

What? Will you leave us? Kif, biddak tddashima? 

I can’t help it. It’s late. Ma bkkGsbay, ta’akharL 


& & tir fo 


Sent to interview Picasso, a female reporter asked him why 
mature men generally look younger than mature women. 
Picasso thought for a minute, then explained 
“ It’s because a woman of 40 is usually 50. ” 


PUZZLES 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


Science 


1. Is it true that there is a spot in the eye where you can’t see?i 

2. Where .is the place where the date changes? 

3. Of w . bat is dry ice made ? 

4. What is disorientation? 

5. For what is BaumS scale used? 

6. Can a rainbow be seen at night? 

7. How long have people been using buttons? 


■I- HALF AND HALF: 

The first word below consists of the first three letters of a 
fruit and the last three letters of a vegetable , while the 
second word contains the first three .letters of the vegetable 
and the last three of the fruit. See if you can straighten 
them out. 


REMEDY 

RECALL 


2. GET THE ANIMALS OUT OF THE CAGE! 


MY NAME, this is what it means 

BADE One of the most magnificent names of Alla; plump; 
fresh wine 

TAMER: Plenty of dates , J.e. boon and welfare. 

JABER: The refomer, bread. 

BATEM:. The ruler; the judge. 


Starting Bom one comer , find a route, passing through 
every square once, in any direction except diagonally, 
which will spell the names of four animals. - 
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He never wrote a Linda song 


By ML Yaghl 


Keith made a Irving iu the dty by writing music and signing 
his songs accompanied to the guitar that be played. His 
guitar was an antique wooden one which be refused to 
trade for a newer model because it bad been banded down 
to him through many generations. At first, he made fairly 
good money by his profession mid he ignored the fact that 
he had an engineering degree hang in g on the wall of his 
stndio. * . 

“ It’s just something I was forced into, not a career I 
chose myself as my lifelong profession/’ he would explain 
to curious friends whenever he saw them looking at bis 
di plom a and shaking their heads in perplexion at his 
present state of affairs. 

Keith bad a young unmarried secretary who, to help feed 
the -many mouths at home, worked for him. He had come 
to consider her as an essential part of his office equipment 
and his Girl Friday who was always there with the right 
answer and who faithfully assisted him in all his work. 
Whenever he bad a problem thinking, she would stand 
dose to him, peer over his shoulder and say, “Ob, what’s 
wrong now? At a loss for words again? Having trouble with 
writer’s block? How about rewording it like this?” and she 
never failed to supply a perfect word or phrase that Bt right 
info Keith’s song as if she knew what be was thinking about 
even more than he did. 


moods. He performed fewer concerts and bis 
once bad been a magic password for bun faded ^^edhdl 
of autumn. His caiander ceased to have dates scratched ail 
over it and be spent more time trying to think of unusual 
songs to write. He even seriously considered going back to 
being an engin eer but found be bad bttle enthusiasm for 

such work. , . 

“Linda, ” be said one very dark day as he started at the 
thick inky clouds scramble across the sky, “you ve been 

swell, but I can’t afford to pay your salary much longer. My 

songs aren’t selling like they ^ to- 1 don t know what s 
wrong with me!” 

“Oh, sir , ITI work for free!” she said as she poured 
water on the p/ants that she bad placed in pots all over bis 
studio. “At least until you get some money and get back on 


your feet again. There’s nothing wrong with you, you re a 
genius, but no one appreciates your talent. I’m right here 


whenever yon need me!” 

“Yes, ” be said thoughtfully, rubbing a stubble of beard 
be neglected to shave, “you ’ve always been available Linda 
and I do appreciate you, but how can I let you work 
without pay?” 

He failed to detect the glimmer of hope in her face fade 


or observe her tears’ that bulged behind her lids like a dam 
ust. “No, I must think about what I'm going to 


Keith was eternally preoccupied in his own world and 
paid little heed to her other than ordering her around. 
“Linda, did you get my newspaper yet?” or “What 
en g a gem ents do I have today?” or, “ Take down this note 
and rush it off to Mr. so and so as soon as possible!” or 
even, “Bring me my pipe and a cup of coffee!” 

In spite of the fact that be hardly noticed her, Linda 
spent most of her ■ days providing moral support and 
running around doing a thousand errands and to fop it all 
off, served as bis memory bank too, a sort of human 
computer. 

Keith invariably had his head in the clouds as he puffed 
whisps of curly smoke away on his pipe and wrote songs 
about his theories of love which reigned in a world of make 
believe. Romance to him seemed unavailable, mystic and 
inevitably fated with some Aphrodite who he had yet to 
discover. Linda was forever present, be knew she was 
attractive, yet be saw right through her as if she wasn’t even 
there. Ah, there were plenty of women that unlike Linda, 
teased, joked and flirted with him and every once in a 
while , he dedicated a song to them in their names. He 
composed a “ Joame ” song, a “Lady” song, a “Christina” 
song, and a “Sylvia” song, but of course, he never wrote a 
song for Linda. He never beard her sigh either or noted the 
infatuation that Boated in her eyes. And even when she 
fold him about various suitors who had asked for her band 
in marriage, he was unimpressed. “So,” he answered 
'matter offactly when she spoke of her latest courier, “why 
didn’t you accept then? What are you waiting for, Mr. 
Perfect?” 

The blue sky greyed, the red carnations wilted and 
brown dry leaves scampered about on the dusty street in 
front of Keith’s studio. Times grew harder and his songs 
weren’t as popular as before. He became depressed and 
nothing Linda said could draw him out of his gloomy 


ready to burst. 

do about my life and make other plans, ” he stated, biting 
his lower Up in frustration as be sank down info his easy 
chair in deep thought , ignoring the soul he gravely 
wounded. 

“Bring me some coffee , will you? If anyone calk, tell 
them Fm out. I don *t want to be disturbed! Get me my pipe 
too!” 

Soon, Linda brought his pipe and a hot cup of coffee on a 
bronze tray and set it down before his vacant glare and then 
withdrew to her room where she typed up some papers. At 
five, when the sun sUpped below the rocky hills and the 
pale moon peeked through a veil of black clouds, the 
songwriter came to her room and said, “ It’s time you went 
home. Your parents will be worried about you.' You’d 
better get going. See you tomorrow. ” 

She obediently interrupted her work and shufBed the 
papers on her desk info neat piles. Then she threw on her 
old overcoat and queried, “Is there anything else I can do 
sir before I leave?” 

“No thanks, Linda, Please, just leave me alone. Good- 
by!” he replied and quickly turned his back and returned to 
Ins thoughts. 

In a meak voice she stood waiting in the doorway of his 
studio weak and vulnerable but he took no notice when he 


spun around to see her off. “ Good night, ” she whispered, 
but he didn’t hear her. Instead he sat down > 


ion the top of his 
desk and wondered where his life was going. At about 11 
o'clock he got up, packed his gold foamed diploma in his 
briefcase along with a few other treasured possessions, 
grabbed his old wooden guitar and walked out of ins studio. 

The next day when she arrived at work as usual, Linda 
found his hastily scribbled note taped on the door which 
read, “Good-bye and thanks for all your hard work. Fm off 
to seek my fortune elsewberc-Keith. ” 

There was no forwarding address. Since be bad never 
written a Linda song, he never cared about her anyway dr 
Pj predated her either and was lost, somewhere chasinghis 
in a fantasy world tbatmdn’t include her .S- " 


n 






THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


Thursday, OcL 22 


“catastrophe” for that 
country. 


1721 — Peter the Great 
takes title of czar of all 
Russia. 

1862 — Garrison in 
Athens , Greecej revolts , 
forcing King Otto I to resign. 

1873 — Emperors of Ger- 
many, Russia and Austria- 
Hungary form alliance. 

1952 — Iran breaks di- 
plomatic relations with Bri- 
tain over oil dispute. 

1953 — France grants inde- 
pendence to Indochinese 
Kingdom of Laos. 

1956 — Demonstrations in 
Hungary call for democratic 
government 

1962 — President John F. 
Kennedy orders U.S. Air and 
Naval Forces to quarantine 
Cuba after concluding that 
Soviet missile bases are being 
built on that island. 

1969 — Lebanon’s Premier 
Rashid Karami resigns ami d 
mounting pressure against his 
government’s attempt to sup- 
press guerrilla movement 
1974 — United States and 
Iceland ago new lease per- 
mitting continued operations 
of U.S. militaiy bases in Ice- 
land. 

1977 — Forty-two natrons 
ask U.N. General Assembly 
to take up problems of air- 
plane hijackings. 

1987 — Iranian missile 
crashes into Kuwait’s 
offshore supertanker termin- 
al, setting facility ablaze. 

1988 — Iraq announces it 
will release unilaterally 25 
Iranian prisoners of war in 
accordance With United Na- 
tions ceasefire resolution. 

1989 — Forty-nine Com- - 
monweaitb nations agree to 
enact -^further sanctions 
against South Africa if furth- 
er reforms are not taken with- ' 
in six months and Britain is 
lone dissenter. 

1990 — Kenya breaks off 
diplomatic relations with 
Norway, alleging that Nor- 
way engaged in illegal .activi- 
ties to destabilise Kenyan 
government. 

1991 — Yugoslav defence 
minister rejects EC peace 
proposals as leading to 


Fkiday, OcL 23 


1917 — U.S. troops see 
first action in World War I 
near Luncville, France. 

1942 — British Eighth 
Army attacks Axis forces to 
begin battle of El Alamdn in 
Egypt during World War U. 

1953 — Federal constitu- 
tion of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land goes info effect. 

1954 — Britain, France, 
United States and Soviet Un- 
ion agree to end occupation 
of Germany. 

1958 — Soviet Union 
approves loan to United 
Arab Republic for Aswan 
Dam, in Egypt. 

1962 — Soviet Union 
warns that a U.S. quarantine 
of amis shipments to Cuba 
risks a thermonuclear war. 

1968 — Egyptian and 
.Israeli jet planes battle over 
Suez Canal in first such re- 
ported action since 1967 
Arab-Isfaeli war. 

1973 — Israeli military 
command announces that 
Israel and Egypt have agreed 
to new ceasefire in Middle 
•East war * 

1983 — Suicide terrorists 
blow up U.S. Marine head- 
quarters building at Beirut 
Airport, Lebanon, and near- 
by French headquarters with 


bomb-laden trucks, killing 
241 U.S. Marines and 58 


Frenchmen. ■ 

1988 — Long awaited 
Soviet election reform calls 
for chmee of candidates but 
limits sharply what they can 
advocate. ■ 

1989 — Tens of thousands 
of Hungarians demand end to 
communism on anniversary 
of 1956 uprising crushed by 
Soviet tanks. 

1991 — Israel’s Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
announces that he win head 
Israel’s delegation to the 
Mideast peace conference in 
Madrid. 


treaties with Britain and 
France. 

1989 — Russia and Italy 
sign agreement to preserve 
status quo in the Balkans. 

1922 — DaH adopts con- 
stitution for Irish free state. 

1929 — Prices collapse on 
New York Stock Exchange. 

1934 — Mahatma Gandhi 
withdraws from Indian 
National Congress. 

1945 — Lhuted Nations 
Charter goes into effect as 
Soviet Union becomes 29th 
nation to ratify it. 

1954 — State of emergency 
is declared in Pakistan. 

1961 — Protests are made 
at United Nations after 
Soviet Union explodes 
largest nuclear bomb ever 
tested. 

1962 — U.S. ■ blockades 
Cuba. 

1964 — Northern 
Rhodesia, renamed Zambia , . 
becomes independent re- 
public. 

1967 — Egyptian oil in- 
stallations in port city of Suez 
are set ablaze by Israeli artil- 
lery fire across Suez Canal. 

1975 — Turkey’s ambassa- 
dor to France is fatally shot in 
Paris by assassins. 

1986 — Britain breaks di- 
plomatic relations with Syria 
after jury convicts Arab man 
of trying to blow up an Israeli 
anhner.. 

1988 — Rebels claim to 
have seized another provin- 
cial capital in Afghanistan . 

1989 — Soviet legislature 
votes overwhelmingly to 
deny Communist Party ■ its 
guaranteed majority in Con- 
gress of People’s Deputies. 

'1998 — - At least 21 people 
die in India ■ during nation- 
wide strike called by right- 
wing Hindu party trying to 
bring down government of 
Prime Minister yj>. Singh. 

* 1391 — Rule of President 
Mobufo Sese Seko seems to 
unmvel farther amidst angry 
anti-government protests in 
capital of Kinshasa. 


Sunday, OcL 25 


Saturday, OcL 24 

1860 — China ratifies 


near Sevastopol, Russia, dur- 
hag Crimean War. 

1874 — Britain annexes • 
Fiji Islands. 

1900 — Transvaal is 
annexed formally by Britain 
at Pretoria, South Africa. j 

1909 — Murder of Japan’s 
Prince Ifo by Korean fanatics 
leads to Japanese dicta- 
torsbip in Korea. 

1936 — Germany and Italy 'S?, 
form Kome-Beriiri axis. 

1938 — Japanese troops 
take Hankow, and Chhuvts 
government establishes itself 
at Chungking; Libya is de- ^ 
dared part of Italy. -/-< 

1941 — Germany’s , first ;',y 
offensive against Moscow in ' 
World War U fails. 

1956 — Egypt, Jordan and 
Syria form unified militaiy 
command. 

1966 — Indonesia’s former 
Foreign Minister Subandrio 
is sentenced to death. * 

1971 — ^ United Nations 
seats China and expels * i 
Nationalist Chinese. 

1974 — Foreign ministers ’ 
of 19 Arab countries meet in 
Rabat, Morocco, and vote 
strong support for Palestine 
Liberation . Organisation. 

1987 — Indian peacekeep- ' ■ 
mg forces wrest control of "" 
most of Jaffa, Sri Lanka, 
but stiU face Tamil rebel ^ 
snipers. 

1988 — Israeli troops shoot 
and wound nine Pale stinian* Y 
m scattered dashes through- 
out occupied Arab tern - < ! 
tones. 

1989 — Soviet state bank 
enounces ruble win be de- ' ' 
vafoed by nearly 90 per cent '* 
for tounas and 6usi.SL.en. ' V 

MW — Kazakh Republic ' 
*»**res sovereignty from'r 
Soviet government and fee- ' ' ' 
ttonal fighting threatens fo ' l 
break out m Moldavia. 

Croatian defenders “ 

YufoihZ Dubrov **k .as ; . 

a</ vauc« . 

have- ; 

W* complete dia- . * 
working nucle ar 


1854 — Heroic charge of 
the British Light Brigade 
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Jordan excels at Seville EXPO * 92 


Kayad Hasham 

week marked the end 

■ s 2*? W; the six month long Seville 

"^■^niversaJ Exposition , the 
, l ‘rgest universal exposition 

t tins century. One hundred 

'■ lk ,rf e te ycn countries partid- 
^^StedinEXPO*92m addition 
e,: ^ % vanons international com- 
i ^mies and organisations. For 

*Ae jijtfdan; it was the completion 
r ‘ tire most successful inte- 
^■-^jtZ'-ated and interdisGiptinaiy 
i^'Tort abroad in the fields of 
J " ^ ! ‘*mmunication, culture and 
' Purism. Numerous minis- 
‘“"^r , : (i res, institutions , organisa- 
- '^^Lr^ons and individuals had 

■ r: . forked bard together to suc- 

cessfully promote Jordan 
' :-r#. awwf through the use of 

" - J- t .' Exhibits , performances , 

' 1 - 1 a ct ** a plans, documentaries, 

' P jromoQOfla l material. 

'■*: y' .^Jordan’s participation in 
■■ '^XPO'02 was mads possible 

" ^^anks to His Royal Highness 

rown Prince Hassan who 

early on the benefits to 
' v rs derived from Jordan ’s par- 
..r c ipatioo in EXPO’92 in 

'Zy tarns of dialogue and com- 
.. 1..7 ^'-^umcatfon between natrons, 

. ^ tercultural exchange and 
.!• lage-boilding . Thus on Feb. 

' ' -i :?S7 Jordan became the 
. 7,: r-yxcond country to accept 
■ Mia's invitation to partid- 
3te in the Seville Universal 
' '-VXPO. Dr. Mazen Armouti, 

: dvfsor to the Crown Prince , 

- v - : ^- as appointed commissioner 
eneral for Jordan at 
r - - r : XPO'92 and a National 
' .-Committee was formed with 
if. Armouti as chairman. 

: The committee included 
.members Dr. Adnan A1 
. -:^kheit, President of Mu’ tab 
- Jniversity; Mr. Nasri Atta- 
. A, secretary genera/ at the 
-. finistry of Tourism and 


Antigoifies; Mir. Trad A1 
Fayez, ex-secretary general 
at the Ministry of Informa- 
tion; Mr. Mohammad N. 
Amayreh, secretary general 
at the Ministry of Culture; 
Mir. Shaher Bak, Jordan’s 
ambassador to Spain; 
architect Rassem Badran, 
specialist in Islamic 
architecture; Dr. Safwan Tal, 
director general at the De- 
partment of Antiquities ; 
Ambassador KhaKI Otbman , 
director of international rela- 
tions and conferences at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
Mr. Farouk Lambaz, vice- 
president for public relations. 
Royal Jordanian; Mr. Abdul . 
Hamid Hiyari, director of 
genera/ accounting. Ministry 
of Hnance. 

In 1990 Crown Prince Has- 
san laid the foundation stone 
for Jordan’s pavilion, having 
continuously directed, guided 
and supported this national 
effort smee its inception. 

Jordan’s participation in 
EXPO’92 was multi-faceted. 
It consisted of exhibits, 
media campaigns and lively 
rich cultural programmes. 

At the pavilion, an exhibit 
was held for six months of 
archaeological pieces pertain- 
ing to tiie various civilisations 
that have passed through the 
country , ' emphasising the 
.land’s lasting Arab and Isla- 
mic legacy. On exhibit also 
were model s of the most well 
known historical site s, such 
as Petra, mosaics and an im- 
pressive model of parts of 
Qasr Amra. Traditional cos- 
tumes and jewellery from 
Mrs. Widad Ka war’s fabu- 
lous collection were display- 
ed. A model of“Al Salt” dty 
occupied part of the pavilion 



Tbmhr Majesties King Joan Carlos 
and Queen Sofia of Sphain, Thmhr 
Royal H^AiMaas Prince Moham- 


mad and Princess Taghrid and 
otter dignitaries visit the Jorda- 
nian pavilion at Seville EXPO ’92. 


as a model of urban develop- 
ment t A modem Jordan cor- 
ner displayed through pic- 
tures the educational, scien- 
tific, social and economic life 
in Jordan in addition to 
“faces and places” in Jordan. 

The pavilion, in an EXPO 
publication was described as 
“a gem of a museum.” All 
exhibits at the pavilion were 
artfully displayed by local 
artist Ali AJ Jabiri. 

The pavilion received over 
three million visitors includ- 
ing many Arab, European 
and Spanish dignitaries 
amongst whom were King 
Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia 
of Spain, Their Royal High- 
nesses Crown Prince Hassan 
and Princess Sarvath who 


presided over Jordan’s 
National Week in .May ’ 92 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Felipe of Spain and 
members of the Spanish 
Royal family. Their Highnes- 
ses Prince Mohammad and 
Princess Taghrid , Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Faisal and Princess Alia A1 
Faisal, His Highness Prince 
Salman Bin Abdul Aziz and 
numerous international fi- 
gures . 

The second major compo- 
nent of Jordan’s participation 
consisted of cultural activi- 
ties. An Arab fine arts ex- 
hibition was organised by the 
Jordanian pavilion and held 
at EXPO’S Art Gallery. Her 
Highness Princess Wijdan Ali 



■he Jordanian 


at the EXPO. 


with the cboperation of the 
Ministry of Culture selected a 
representative sample of 
Jordanian paintings which 
were exhibited at the pavilion 
and at EXPO’S Fine Arts 
Gallery. A number of Jorda- 
nian artists have contributed 
their talents. Artist 
Mahmoud Taha’s work en- 
hanced the pavilion’s entr- 
ance with a ceramic mural 
depicting Jordan’s history 
and civilisation. A postal 
stamp on Jordan’s participa- 
tion designed by Mr. Farouk 
Lambaz was issued to com- 
memorate Jordan’s presence 
in EXPO’92. Mr. Rafik 
Tjiham has contributed in a 
card design for a souvenir 
stamp distributed to visitors 
of the pavilion. 

Jordan’s National Day 
selected to coincide with Jor- 
dan’s Independence Day 
(May 25) was an occasion for 
intense cultural activities 
spread over a week. Multi- 
tudes of people from all. over 
the worid : came to see the 
proud • Jordanian Armed 
Forccs.Band parading at the 
EXPO and in downtown 
Sevilla. The Royal Jordanian 
Folklore Troupe delighted 
enchanted audiences with the’ 
best dances of the area. In 
downtown Seville the bells of 
the Hiralda sounded for the 
Jordanians who made a gift 
to Seville of a spectacular 
performance. A classical 
' music concert was donated by 
pianist Rula Nabeel at the 
Capitasna Theatre. Rula de- 
lighted her audience. 

Other cultural activities 
took place in Sept. 199Z 
Festivities coincided with His 
Majesty King Hussein’s re- 
covery and return to Jordan. 
Celebrations included dance 
and song performances, a 
concert by Miss Nabeel, and 
seminars on Arab-Spanisb 
and Arab-European relations 
in historical perspective were 
held at Calalhorra, the centre 
for Arabic-Jslamic heritage in . 
Cordoba. Participants from 
the Jordanian side included 


Dr. Maxen Awmouti escorts Their Hassan and Princess Sarvath at 
Royal Highnesses Crown Prince the Jordanian pavilion. 


Dr. Adnan Bakheit, Dr. 
Mazen Armouti, Dr. Salah 
Jarrarofthe University of Jordan 
and Dr. Fayez A1 Qaissi of 
Mu ’tab University. 

The cultural committee 
headed by Dr. Bakheit orga- 
nised a book exhibition at the 
Calailhorra centre with AJ 
Andalus as its theme. Both 
the seminars and the exhibi- 
tion met with enormous suc- 
cess. 

Communication activities 
included interviews and 
documentaries on Jordan 
that were distributed through 
Tele-Expo to many coun- 
tries. Che million brochures 
on Jordan were distributed to 
visitors of the pavilion. Sam- 
ples of Dead Sea salts, as well 
as potash and phosphate 


salts , were distributed to ac- 
quaint visitors with the im- 
portant resources and manu- 
facturing in Jordan. 

Jordan has effectively 
made its voice heard all over 
the world. Its exhibits made 
an excellent impression. 
According to an EXPO pub- 
lication “ Jordan has proved 
that you don’t have to be the 
largest or wealthiest to create 
an involving exhibit. ” Jordan 
at the EXPO was recently 
given a 4 star mention (5 stars 
being the top rating). Its live 
cultural programmes were 
given top rating. 

Commenting on the 
favourable statements re- 
ceived by Jordan’s pavilion. 
Dr. Anmouti said that Jor- 
dan’s participation “ would 


not have been possible were 
if not for the vision of His 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, who has always stressed 
the importance of intercultu- 
ral communication and social 
co-existence. ” He added that 
the effort has been a “ truly 
collective, interdisciplinary 
and integrated effort includ- 
ing ministries , many institu- 
tions, and organisation, as 
well as local talent and 
numerous individuals.” 

Dr. Armouti noted the ex- 
tremely valuable assistance 
offered by the Spanish gov- 
ernment: “The Spanish gov- 
ernment and people have 
been especially gracious and 
hospitable. We cannot thank 
them enough for their assist- 
ance and cooperation.” 



Dr, Armouti briefs Haw Royal High- 
ness Princess Christina of Spain on 


one of the items on display at the 
EXPO. 


\Han Of Shetland who electrified the fiddle Paris fashion houses tighten belts 


By Graham Heathcote 

The Associated Press 

zR WICK, Shetland Islands 
: When Kenny Johnson 
eded an electric fiddle to 
iy in a band, be made bis 
i >n. It turned into a busi- 
ss. 

His handmade electric fid 
■S are sold in the United 
. ires and have become an 
mired small export busi- 
ss in the Shetland Islands, 
rtheast of Scotland. 
“There were a lot ofscep- 
* in Shetland who said an 
.■ctric fiddle couldn’t be 
jde, bat I’ve sold a lot in 
etiand and even to tradi - 
nal Scottish musiemakers 
Edinburgh, ” Mr. Johnson 
d in an interview at his 
ne. 

vfr. Johnson; 39, his wife 
rma and their two young 
s, Magnus and James, live 
Lerwick, the Shetland 
•ital. When the music busi- 
s slacks off, be builds 
ises, repairs roofs and 
ds sheep on his father’s 
n. 

fe first made an electric 
lie when he was playing 
aria a band and needed a 


fiddle for two songs . He took 
an old violin, electrified it 
and dosed off the F-shaped 
holes on the front of the 
instrument. 

He started in business by 
repairing fiddles and guitars, 
picking up knowledge from 
Shetland craftsmen. 

“If you are just listening 
you wouldn’t know the fiddle 
was electric, but the advan- 
tage of it is that the sound can 
be amplified he said. 

His method picks up the 
tone in the body, not in the 
bridge over which the strings 
are stretched. 

“The bridge shape can’t be 
altered and if the bridge 
breaks you’re in trouble. My 
method increased the output 
and gave a sweeter tone be- 
cause it was picking up from a 
larger area ” Mr. Johnson 
said. 

His violins are made of 
maple, spruce and pine from 
Germany, and electric gear 
from a Massachusetts com- 
pany. 

Mr. Johnson made a three- 
quarter size electric fiddle for 
Prince William, son of Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana, 
as a gift in 1986 from the 


islands council. 

He has sold about 100 elec- 
tric fiddles at prices ranging 
from $800 to $1,500. Buyers 
include folk, rock and coun- 
try music groups. 

Demonstrating his instru- 
ments at the Frankfurt Music 
Fair in Germany this year, 
Mr. Johnson said he was 
pleasantly surprised by the 
interest from classical musi- 
cians. 

%< Violins are difficult in 
genera/, but an electric fiddle 
is a very unforgiving instru- 
ment It amplifies all the bad 
as well as the good, so if your 
technique is bad it will be 
heard,” He said. “Because 
classical musicians are so 
highly trained in technique 
they made it work better than 
I bad imagined.” 

He calls his business Skyin- 
bow, a Shetlandic word fora 
set of furiously paced reels. 

Shetland has a long, thriv- 
ing tradition of fiddle music. 
Fiddlers play in pop groups 
and Shetland Young Herit- 
age is a group of musicians 
/bused to keep the island’s 
music alive. 

“ A lot of people believe 
our fiddling tradition came 


from Norway bur I see no 
evidence of/t, ” Johnson said. 
“I’d say the fiddle became 
popular here from the late 
1700s. The modem violin ! 
evolved in the early 1700s. 
Before that, the neck angle 
was different and not many of 
them were seen in Scotland. 

“ There were a lot of Ger- 
man traders in Shetland in 
the late 1700s and early 1800s ' 
and Lerwick was built by 
Dutch fishermen. ‘People 
think of Shetland as remote 
and isolated, but it has always 
been cosmopolitan, a place of 
seafarers who picked up in- 
fluences everywhere.” 

The more than 100 islands 
of Shetland, 15 of them inha- 
bited,- are nearer to Norway 
than to the Scottish capital of 
Edinburgh. The islands , now 
home to 22J50 people , were 
colonised in the eighth cen- 
tury by the Vikings , who 
stayed for 700 years before 
giving way to die Scots. 

Fiddling is just now re- 
covering from the impact of 
recorded rode, and it has bad 
other rough times in the past, 
Mr. Johnson said. 

“At the start of the century 
there were clergymen much 


opposed to it and one fure- 
and-brimstone man on Unst 
( island ) called the fiddle the 
devil's work and smashed ev- 
ery one be saw.” 

“The people who lost their 
fiddles to him composed a 
tune called ' Dell Stik The 
Minister ’ (Devil Strike The 
Minister) — some slight 
variation with religious theol- 
ogy there, ” Mr. Johnson said 
with a smile. 

All kinds of music are 
popular in Shetland, said Mr. 
Johnson , who plays fiddle 
and acoustic guitar in a group 
called Atlantic Accent. 

“ I took a band from Glas- 
gow that played traditional 
American bluegrass music 
and put them in a bar in 
Lerwick where there were 
about 30 punk rockers, a 
heap of leather-clad bikers 
and a lot of drunken fisher- 
men,” Mr. Johnson said. 

“ The band was scared to 
play and expected trouble. 
But halfway through the first 
set the punk rockers were on 
top of the tables shouting for 
their favourite bluegrass 
songs... They bad been 
listening earlier to some terri- 
ble punk band.” 


By Lee Yanowitcb 
Reuter 

PARIS — French fashion 
bouses are having to tighten 
their studded leather belts, 
and cut their prices as well as 
their cloth to protect sagging 
sales depressed by world eco- 
nomic recession. 

As French designers sew 
the final stitches into their 
leather corsets and sump- 
tuous gowns for ready-to- 
wear shows opening this 
week , anxiety hangs thick 
over Paris salons. 

The slowdown has lasted 
two years and hopes of an 
early recovery are increasing- 
ly dim. 

“The fashion industry is 
doing no better than last year 
and in my opinion its going to 
stay this way for another two 
years,” said Jacques Mouc- 
lier, president of the Cham- 
ber Syndica/e, French 
fashion's governing body. 

Sales are slipping by 10 per 
cent every six months, he 
said, so fashion house* 

sh:*rV ad'-y :?rr n ■■ - 


disc to consumers strapped 
by the recession and seek 
new, untapped markets. 

“7 hey have to make their 
prices more competitive and 
find new markets where there 
is unanswered demand. For 
example, in Korea and 
Taiwan they should sell 
more,” Mr. Mouclier said. 

Most designer clothes , 
although mass-produced and 
sold off the rack, are out of 
the price range of the average 
shopper. 

Luxury label Christian 
Dior has already trimmed its 
prices and many top desig- 
ners — including Claude 
Montana, Emanuel Ungaro 
and Jean-Louis Scherier — 
are launching new, down- 
market lines to appeal to a 
less affluent clientele. 

' Mouclier said sales to the 
U.S. market , which account 
for 12 per cent of French 
fashion exports , have suf- 
fered most due to the long 
American recession and the 
dollar's slide. 

But Japanese buyers . 
French fashion's biggest 
chenti ■ iih se- 


ing from Paris. 

“ Despite their problems, 
Japan is still in good shape. 
They will be having their own. 
difficulties but for the mo- 
ment the market is sound.” 
he said. 

The slump recently stirred 
discord among Paris desig- 
ners. After months of hag- 
gling, they agreed in move 
the dates of their March and 
October ready-to-wear col- 
lections next year ahead of 
the Milan shows, normally 
held 10 days earlier. 

Many designers said the 
later dates cost them busi- 
ness since buyers spent much 
of their money before getting 
to Paris. 

• Bigger houses, which show 
haute couture in January and 
July, opposed the new dates 
.saying shows in February and 
October would cut into the 
time they need to prepare a 
ready-to-wear line. 

Yves Saint Laurent , die 
revered master whose house 
just held its 30th birthday , is 
set against the new dates and 
has said te "vny •• • 
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The new AMDS scare 


By Partita S. Banerjee 


i 


, NEW YORK — Luc Mon- 
tagwer of Pasteur Institute, 
.Pans, one of the scientists 
- ■ discovered the AIDS 
•■'I' virus, is more than sc eptical 
< about the claim, and he is not 
alone. Bat says New York 
J virologist David H. Ho, 

* “These patients are real. 
They exist. TVs true we have 
**o foolproof evidence to con- 
;«,1 dude there’s a new AIDS 
tvj'virus, but there are these 
t.- cases.” 

- r - Ever since a story in the 
* American magazine News- 
L , jpeefc speculated qd the exist- 
0 ~ehce of a new virus, -AIDS 
] . research circles have been 
-.-.roiled by controversy. Pub- 
lished in late July when they 
_ International Conference on 
AIDS was convening in Am- 
sterdam, the story virtually 
Overturned tber agenda of foe' 
meeting. The media , present 
in strength, demanded spe 
dal press conferences to 
question scientists on foe cu- m 
rious cases mentioned in thd 
artide: Patients with AIDS 
symptoms who test negative 
for HIV, foe virus normally- 
associated with the disease. ■ 
Suddenly, with foe specter 
of a new virus on foe loose, a 
fresh AIDS panic seemed to 
tfe taking hold. Public health 
officials called on scientists 
and doctors who may have 
encountered non-HIV AIDS 
cases to step forward with 
whatever information they 
have to facilitate investiga- 
tion. It was then that resear- 
chers Jike David Ho, who 
were in Amsterdam to pre- 
sent papers on entirely diffe- 
rent subjects, revealed that 
they too bad come upon non- 
HIV AIDS cases. 

And in far away California, 
immunologist Sudbir Gupta 
told reporters be had actually 
isolated a possible new AIDS 
virus. Dr. Gupta, who heads 
a research team at the Uni- 
versity of California at Irvine, 
said be found foe virus in a 
66-year-old woman and her 
38 year-old daughter; he' 
named it the Human Intrads- 
temal Retrovirus (HIR). 

Dr. Gupta's claim has 
however been seriously dis- 
puted since , but that has only 


deepened foe mystery, if 
there is no new virus , howls 
the disease being transmit- 
ted? At a special conference 
in Atlanta in nud-Aiigust, 
convened by the Centres for 
Disease Control (CDC) — 
the principal U.S. medical 
referral institute — scientists 
tried hard to answer that 
question. “Tbe mood in 
Atlanta,” reported the Brit- 
ish weekly New Scientist, 
“was markedly more skeptic- 
al than in Amsterdam. ” CDC 
announced it knew so far of 
35 definite non-HIV AIDS 
cases, 24 of them from Ger- 
many, Spain, Denmark and 
Australia. “The epidemiolo- 
gy is that, whatever this is, it 
is uncommon, ” said the insti- 
tute’s AIDS division chief 
Harold Jaffe “and there is 
really no evidence of trans- 
mission.” 

il There is no evidence for 
anything, in fact , ” adds ‘Jef- 
frey Laurence of New York’s 
Cornell University Medical- 
College, who along with Dr. 
Gupta and Dr. Ho has made 
die most extensive studies of 
these curious cases. ‘There is 
no evidence to talk of any 
infectious agent , whether it 
be bacteria or virus or retro- 
virus.” Retroviruses are a 
special family of microbes 
whose members include the 
two known variants of the 
AIDS virus — HIV-1 and 
HIV-2 (HIV-2 is found 
almost exclusively in West 
African patients .) Like all 
viruses, retroviruses are com- 
posed only of a snippet of 
genetic material surrounded 
by a coat of protein. But they 
differ fforn usual viruses in 
foe content of their genetic 
material; in retroviruses, foe 
genetic material is not deox- 
yribonucleic add , or DNA, 
the blueprint of life , but its 
mirror-image RNA or ribo- 
nucleic acid. 

Viruses (and retroviruses ) 
are not strictly living organ- 
sms in that they cannot re- 
produce on their own; repro- 
duction occurs only when 
they invade living cells, like 
those of an infected human. 
Once in the cell, they hijack 
its reproductive machinery in 
foe nudeus, and deceive it 
into producing replicas of ■ 


themselves. This they accom- 
plish by fusing their own 
genetic material , or DNA, 
into that of the cell’s. 

In the retrovirus, foe gene- 
tic material RNA, in order to 
multiply, must first be con- 
verted into DNA . An en- 
zyme called reverse tianscrip- 
tpse helps here: Released as 
soon as tire retrovirus enters 
the host cell, the enzyme acts 
like a trigger, prompting foe 
cellular machinery to turn tbe 
viral RNAs info DNAs. 


A smoking goo 


If it is a trigger, it is also a 
'smoking gun. For when sci- 
entists detect tbe presence of 
reverse transcriptase in a 
sample , they know they are 
on tbe trail of retroviruses. 
Dr. pupta. Dr. Ho and Dr. 
Laurence have all found high 
levels of reverse transcriptase 
in several of foe cases under 
study even when sophisti- 
cated probes searching for 
HIV repeatedly turned up 
nothing. It was this find that 
led them to speculate on a 
new virus, or more precisely, 
retrovirus. 

Dr. Laurence has reported 
reverse transcriptase in two 
of foe five Non-HIV AIDS 
cases he is studying. Dr. Ho 
says he has detected “ en- 
zymatic activity resembling 
reverse transcriptase” in just 
two cases, though be has 17 
under examination. Dr. Gup- 
ta's team at Irvine has stron- 
ger evidence: Reverse trans- 
criptase characteristic of pre- 
viously unidentified retrovir- 
uses has turned up in six cases 
besides the mother and 
daughter. He has, however , 
chosen to dkenss only die 
mother and daughter cases in 
a recent paper and has pre- 
sented photographs of tbe 
retroviruses taken by elec- 
tron microscopy. 

A virus is typically 0.1 mic- 
rometre in dmmetre. A bil- 
lion of them would pack a 
cube just a tenth of a mil- 
limetre across, barely visible 
to foe eye. But Dr. Gupta’s 
photographs seem to be of 
microbes that are even tinier i 
“Tbe pictures Gupta has pare-! 
seated, ” said Dr. Ho, “show 
retroviruses too small to be 
infectious. They do not even 


seem to have envelopes and 
he himself describes them as. 
1 A ’ type particles. But ‘ A ’ 
type particles are almost by 
definition non-infections. So 
bis claims about a new virus 
still seem unconvincing.” 
And even if Dr. Gupta’s 
claim is accepted, there ts 
nothing yet to conclusively- 
associate tbe retrovirus with 
foe immune deficiency in tbe 
mother and daughter. ‘There 
is a possabffity that it is just a 
harmless microbe, ” Dr. Gup- 
ta himself said, “with foe 
infection coming from a yet 
unknown agent. We still have 
to study it before confirming 
any linkage. ” Dr. Gupta has 
hinted that foe retrovirus 
could have been transmitted 
through a blood transfusion 
that the mother received in 
1950, before her daughter 
was bom. She developed 
pneumocystic carinii 
pneumonia, one of the com- 
monest AIDS symptoms but 
her daughter has as yet 
shown so s ign of illness — 
only her T-ceU count ‘has 


dropped abnormally. T-ceOs 
(orf-beh 


(or T-betper cells) are a type 
of white btood ccU that play a 
vital role in policing foe body 
against infections. Not only 
do they kill or neutralise fore- 
ign agents tike bacteria or 
viruses, they also coordinate 
foe activity of other infection- 
tighting white blood cells. 
OPe indication of an AIDS 
infection is a drop in T-ceU 
count. Indeed, in many of foe 
non-HTV AIDS cases that 
scientists have been studying, 
abnormally low T-cell counts 
are about the only dues to a 
weakening immune deficien- 
cy, AIDS symptoms having 
not yet surfaced. Dr. David 
Ho’s first case, for instance, 
was a LoS Angeles gay male 
in his 30s who just wanted to 
get tested for HIV. Tbe test 
conducted in 1988 proved 
negative but Dr. Ho, who 
was based then in Los 
Angeles, was struck by foe 
abnormally low T-ceU count 
of tbe patient. 

The patient sti II lives and, 
in fact, remains asymptoma- 
tic, 1 tike milli ons ofHIV posi- 
tive cases around tbe world 
who have not yet fallen 01. 
Over foe next few years. Dr. 
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WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


DOLLAR SIGNS 
By Gtattton Petgrave 


ACROSS 
1 Kind al wa*a 
BTTH 

10 Scarlett 
IS Drinks aefcawty 
IB Sewn 

20 Imprecation 

21 Crvnrai 

22 Curve tu) 

23 Bat* draft's Mi 
25 Prepayment 

27 Caught 

28 Martini gamon 

30 Ghos dw ax 

31 On guard 

32 Decrease 


I 


gradually 
I Desertion 


letters 


33 

35 Lamer* 

39 MetaiK sotyic 

40 Moms 

43 Creamy huh 


44 Like a cote 
occupant 

48 Follows secretly 

47 Room in a harem 

49 Get die nan in the 
cup 

50 RnaciAa 

51 Somnthtng that 
causes ev* 

52 Single 

53 Keeraan work 

54 Moor 

57 Oam*ng town 

58 NapoMorec 
marshal 

59 Angers 

60 Datnctrve 
outlines 

61 Sluggish body ot 
water 

62 S residence 


84 Skeletal units 

85 Folklore creature 
67 WagM wotow's 

69 Dari? 

70 Reckne 

71 Letter 

74 Man or Malden 

75 Commit capital lor 
78 Bums' 

negative 
TSBWek 
80 Al hand 
8t US mvereor 

82 Gool oft 

83 Poor mark 

84 Anoent 

85 Rirfere ol yore 
8? Started noise 
88 Person on a 

pcketkne 


90 — Gyre" 

91 Tempestuous 

92 WlngBift 

83 Mine wagon 
94 Soft drink 
»K«Co*e»oy 
99 Uniform doth 
100 Lnre-tn lover 
105 a paid murderer s 


106 Jackpot wrnnmgs 
110 — Den ArSiem 
lit Whet's ur —7 

1 12 European capital 

1 13 Irregularty 
notched 

114 nattorm lor 


115 Brave one 

1 16 Was hi debt 
1*7 Leases 


DOWN 

1 Docile 

2 Curiam or horse 

3 Puts on 

4 Warty 

5 Saw 

6 More tender 
7flice0ot 

8 Noshed 

9 Add « no extra 

CflAryB 

10 Near future 

11 VBechatte ol TV 

12 Medicinal pan 

13 Howard or Oy 

14 social insect 

15 Ouryit to 

18 Chsiged pertWes 

17 Sheuey. 

18 The — the Mm 
24 Algerian saapon 
26 Jupiter's 

neighbors 


29 Los or Abbe 

33 Stand up 1 

34 Australian horse 

35 Buffalo 

36 Circumvent 

37 Investment 
vefnde 

38 Morfc's planet 
38 Comtmserabon 

40 Moeea ol a tore 

41 Banker, e.g. 

42 'A Bell for — " 

44 Proprietor 

45 Competes 
48 Brass 

Instruments 
48 Famay name m 
baseball 

50 Matador's vtcom 

51 Pastor 

52 Russ, river 

54 Abundant supply 


55 Horses gat 

56 Quarrel 

61 Pro — pubheo 

63 dose associate 

64 Turn into a wvrip 

65 Looks after 
68 Traitors 

87 — How (souakd 
dtatnaj 

68 Waiving socks 

69 vocalize 

70 Untrustworthy 
one 

72 Witch town 

73 Unkempt 

75 Lively danee 

76 Less man 

77 Calendar span 
82 Prince Huabumi 

84 Lubricated 

85 SrupOu*ding 
wood 


86 Pan-ome 
base baker 

87 Hem and new 

89 Exhausted tne 
supply 

90 Orison 

91 — gm 

93 Subject matter 

94 Felony 

95 Leaked slowly 

96 Butfng pfeoe 

97 Tyrrhenian See 
island 

98 Housetop 

99 Burl on a tree 

101 Extra 

102 Shorty 

103 Dry net 

104 Glances at 

108 Deranged 
107 Slop — dfcne 

109 Fracas 



1. Frightened Leopard docs ckufBmoU oiler hr sees real gboat In Us t _ 

2. As boy spied bis tint robin, and bird, in torn, eyed his first person, tire 
lost Croat left ns. 

3. Old country bakery data* batter makes its batter better sad less Uttar. 

4. Local bishop abhors liberal principles, calls current ecclesiastic roles 


Diagramless 19 x 19. By James Derrick 


ACROSS 
1 DevfWn 
4 Strong and mire 
6 A Joint 

9 Birthright safer 
10 TV. movies, bhl 

15 Look fuRtvefy 

16 — Major 

17 Itinerary; abbr 

IB Have an — to the 
around 

19 Aromatic omtinent 

20 A letter 


21 Name fora 
bystander 

24 Decree 

27 Hm occupant 

28 Andy’s mend 
30 — plexus 

32 Oty In Florida 
34 or the country 

38 Act intended to 
trick 

37 Godunov” 

39 Least 


42 Subway m Parts 

431 

46! 

481 
501 


I Scrub 


I Presley 
1 RortWe 


tubes 
Spring 

Strike gentiy 
ABoy. e.g. 

In tin manner of 

Naughty 

Ripens 


84 "— Got a 
Secret" 

86 Actress MscGnnv 
86 Learning handed 
down 


67 Highlander 
88 Office workers 


71 London gallery 

72 Charged particles 

73 Fomreriy, 
formerly 

74 Acquire 


DOWN 

1 — decorator 

2 Subrrtuhre 

3 — diem 

4 opp. of muse. 

5 River In France 

8 Dad turns violently 
7 Muffin 
B Works dough 

10 Sward 

11 Chew Met 

12 Bedouin 

13 — Ot Wight 


14 Appellation 

21 Place or welcome 
end 

22 Eastern servant 

23 Perry who sings 

25 Meeting pme 

26 Mystical card 
29 Sudden Buret of 

activity 

31 rniwvjem 

33 Wheel shafts 
35 Cotton freed 


38 Delay 

40 Hankering 

41 Husband-to-be 


44 Eva part 

45 User 


1 tits phone 
47 Far from 
talkative 
49 Fashionabia 
resort 
SI Rotates 
S3- Alio 
54 Highly excited 


55 Area: abbr. 

57 Aims 

58 Moisten wtth 
_ drippings 

60 Communion tibia 

61 Sticks to a food 
regimen 

63 Red or Yacow 
ff7 Loafer 
89 After 
deductions 
70 Farm animal 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. M YINTH FVTT X1N 1A FOV GVSX 

BIWHVSANT N2VH YCS ZCTVZPCW M PVF, 
BNP BOTH EVTMVGV PV7 —By Gordon Miller 

2. BWS81MP JOXP HEATUP CJOPUX WjA U 

BEATUP S E AEEJ ELL OLSUM 0 CMUS9P 
BOMXMWXU. —By Lois BL Jones 

3. VDB “KTCt r VTCCLO LO CM QUKLCU 

BLOCQLA S8LNDBUE SQ1BCD8U BO ADS 
QUIE DOR. — By Barbara J. Hogg 

4. IXN FINER FIXER UP UPLLPN AW SPISEP 
SNOMLAMP& SPOMP WIN 0 E E. — By Ed Haddksoa 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LASTWeOCS PU22LE 





Ho came across four other 
cases with poor T-ceU counts 
but no HIV infection. In 
February 1990, by which time 
he had moved to New York 
as directed of the £aron Di- 
amond AIDS Research Cen- 
tre, be presented a paper 
before foie Society of Clinical 
Investigation on his curious 

Endings. 

It was around then that Dr. 
Laurence chanced on his Srst 
case (a patient with symp- 
toms) bathe didn’t take it too 
seriously until April 1992 
when three other cases 
showed up. T figured out 
this was too much to ignore,” 
Dr. Laurence aaidy “and .1 
called up the CDC to re- 
port ” By then several other 
scientists had been reporting 
on tbe mysterious cases. Bi- 
jan Safai on New York’s 
Memorial Sloane-Kettering 
Cancer Centre hadeyea-ppe? 
seated a paper desmbing one 
at the 1991 Thtemational 
Conference on AIDS while 
researchers from Spain wrote 
of another case early this year 
in the British medical jour- 
nal, Lancet. A CDC 
epidemiologist Thomas 
Spira , described six Amer- 
ican cases but it wasn’t until 
July at tbe Amsterdam con- 
ference that tbe phenomenon 
burst into the headlines. 

The government-run CDC, 
which is entrusted with track- 
ing AIDS and other major 
. diseases, has come under cri- 
ticism for not responding 
promptly enough to tbe 


strange new cases. However, 
since the conference the oisti- 
tute called in mid-August, 
research on the new syn- 
drome has now climbed up 
the priority list in many U.S. 
labs, but scientists still do not 
see it as a major medical 
threat With a total of 35 
cases , the syndrome seems an 
infinitesimal aberration 
against the estimated 10-12 
million HIV positive cases 
worldwide. ( The estimate for 
r nses actually ill with AIDS is 
1.7 million). 


1 Some see the new syn- 
drome, with its still unknown 
infection agent, as yet 
another complication in tbe 
race to prevent and cure 
AIDS. Scientists, however, 
-are trying to emphasise that 
foe disease could weO be very 
different from AIDS — 
perhaps a wholly new im- 
mune problem that mimics 
AIDS. Said Dr. Ho: T feel 
specialists from other fields 
need to get involved here, so 
the search is not limited to 
retroviruses Of even viruses. ” 



One question that keeps 
surfacing is whether blood 
supplies have to be screened 
yet again? And would new 
risk factors have to be identi- 
fied? Doctors say no, at least 
going by the evidence they 
have. “Since people who are 
contributing to foe syndrome 
have tbe same AIDS risk 
factors,” said Dr. Laurence, 
“we should continue with the 
same precautions.” But 


Dr. JMMfrmy Laurence of Cornell l/nhrerrfjr 
MedScaf CoOoge has made an extensive sttjr 
of the baffling eases of patients who exhibit 
AMDS symptoms bat who test negative for 
HMV, the vims normaHy associated with the 


added Dr. Ho, Tt could all 
change two months from now 
if a new virus or other agent 
is actually linked to tbe syn- 
drome. Then we would have 
to devise new tests and deter- 


mine how it is transmitted. 
But one thing is not likely to 
change: The fact that HIV-1 
is by far foe single biggest 
earner of AIDS” — World 
News Link. 


Asthma rates rising 


among children — study 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Asthma rates in children and 
adolescents tripled in some 
groups over a 20-year period, 
says a study that adds to 
evidence of a pitzzlmg gro w th 
of the disease across foe Un- 
ited States. 

' • The trend toward making 
homes more energy-efBdent 
by reducing air leakage may 
have played a role by trap- 
ping inside more airborne 
particles like cat dander, re- 
searchers speculated. 


But there is no evidence 
yet for any explanation about 
why the rates rose foom 1964 
to 1983 in Rochester, Minn., 
study co-author Dr. MarcSil- 
verstcin said. 

The annual rate of new 
asthma cases roughly tripled 
in boys and girls ages 10 to 14 
and in giris ages 5 to 9. The 
rate doubled or nearly so in 
boys and girls ages 1 to 4 and 
boys ages 5 to 9. No increases 
appeared in other age 
groups. 


The report follows studies 
elsewhere that indicated 
asthma became more com- 
mon in children during tbe 
1970s and 1980s , sent more 
young children to tbe hospital 
during the 1980s and cawed, 
more deaths. 

The federal Centres for 
Disease Control (CDC) re- 
ported last week that the 
national rate of asthma 
deaths rose 46 per cent dar- 
ing foe 1980s. 

Other proposed explana- 


tions include greater survival 
of low-birtbweight infants 
who may be prone to asthma, 
more cigarette smoking by 
mothers and greater use of 
daycare, which could expose 
' more infants . to viral infec- 
tions that may promote 
-'asthma. 

Tbe work is presented in 
October’s issue of foe Amer- 
ican Review of Respiratory 
Disease by Dr. Sitverstcin . 
Dr. John Yunginger and 
others at the Mayo Clinic . 
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Study: Genetics plays biggest role in 
whether women become alcoholics 


By Brenda C. Cofeman 

The Associated Press 


CHICA GO — Genetics 
plays foe single largest role in 
determining whether a 
woman becomes an alcoho- 
lic, researchers said after 
studying 1,030 sets of female 
twins. 

That contradicts a medical 
assumption that males tend 
to inherit much of their vul- 
nerability to alcoholism while 
females get it more foom so- 
cial influences,, said the lead 
author. Dr. Kenneth S. 
Kendler. 

“ Our results suggest biolo- 
gical and genetic factors play 
as important a rede in women,, 
as in men,” he said by tele- 
phone from California, ■ 
where results were presented 
at a science writers confer- 
ence. 


nej, an assistant adjunct pro- 
fessor in die School of Public 
Health at tbe University of 
California, Berkeley. 

Women alcoholics do tend 
to suffer depression or other 
illnesses at higher rates than 
men, said Dr. Kendler, pro- 
fessor of psychiatry and hu- 
man genetics at foe Medical 
College of Virginia- Virginia 
Commonwealth University in 
Richmond. 

The genetic role in alcohol- 
ism among women has been 
studied very little and has 
been limited largely to 
women undergoing treatment 
— a small and unrepresenta- 
tive fraction of female prob-. 
Jem drinkers in society, he 
said. 

His team, used Virginia 
birth certificates to identify 
female twins in foe general 
population. 


share only half their genes, 
the same as non-twin siblings. 

Using a statistical analysis, 
foe researchers calculated 
that genetics accounted for 53 
per cent to 61 per cent of a 
woman’s tendency to become 
an alcoholic , depending on 
how broadly alcoholism was 
defined. 

Social class , parental disci- 
pline and parental drinking 
behaviour appeared to play a 
minor role, the researchers 
said. 

Environmental influences 
that weren’t shared by twins , 
such as friends or colleges 
attended, appeared to count 
for 40 per cent to 50 per cent 


of the variance in liability to 
alcoholism, foe researchers 
said. 

Dr. David Goldman, chief 
of the neurogenetics labora- 
tory at tbe National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alco- 
holism, called foe study ex- 
cellent. He said it justifies 
continuing biological re- 
search that so for has been 
inconclusive about exactly 
which genes might be the 
problein. 

“If we could isolate those, 
we could gain clues as to the 
cause, prevention and treat- 
ment in some individuals 
he said by telephone from 
Rockville, Maryland. 


About 50 to 60 per cent of 
a woman’s tendency toward 
alcoholism is inherited, Mr. 
Kendforis team reported in 
foe latest issue of tbe Journal 
of foe American Medical 
Association. 

A related study by other 
researchers in foe journal 
found that females with 
drinking problems tend to* 
seek treatment at mental 
health and medical dinics 
rather than at drug or alcohol- 
treatment centres, where 
males tend to go. 


“Women seem to attribute 
alcohol problems to depress- 
ion or anxiety more than 
men,’’ said lead author Con- 
stance Weisner, a senior sci- 
entist at the Medical 'Re- 
search Institute of San Fran- 


Of tbe 2,600 twins they 
found, interviewed and stu- 
died, 185 had suffered bom 
alcoholism at some point in 
their lives and 172 had ex- 
perienced milder drinking 
problems. , 

Among the 590 pairs of 
identical twins, each woman 
was rive times more likely 
than an average person to be 
an alcoholic if her twin was 
an alcoholic. Dr. Kendler 
said. Among the 440 sets of 
fraternal twins, each .woman 
was only 1.6 times more like- 
ly than average to be an 
alcoholic if her twin was one. 


asco. 

“ And there’s also a sodaf 
stigma for women, more than 
for men,” added [ Ms. Weis- 


1 hose ratios were for severe 
aicoiio/isQj and diminish ed 
with milder types , be said. 

The study didn’t give foe 
■number of alcoholic pairs 
among the identical twins or 
fraternal twins. Identical 
twins have foe same genetic 
blueprint. Fraternal twins 


SOLUTIONS 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

Science 


1. 


Yes, there is such a point, known as the biln 
spot 

2:The international Date Line, or the 180 0 meridiar 

3M is solid carbon dioxide. 

4. The feeling of being turned around. 

5 Jo measure specific gravity. 

6. Yes. 

7. Since as early as the 13tti century when they wet 
often used as bone oranments rather than buttonin 
a garment as they are used today. Although usual 
round, buttons can be almost any shape, size c 

f i b r^ mS l * ere 9iven 33 gifts durin 9 01 
19th cwtury and a New York firmha 


--J. y T — * « (lew TUT A firm m 

[made buttons from tagua nuts which harden wtk 

bu ! t03S . come from certs 


^ r J^ ussel stells. In China a literary t^o 
is bestowed on someone by the placing ol bob 
button in his cap, while Mandarins wear a differs 
button on the top [of their caps 


PUZZLES 


1. Medlar, Celery 

2. Antelope, Tiger, Elephant, Leopard 
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Prince urges institotioiialised approach 
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(Rwttwril from page 1) 

befiefe. No co oauy yet enjoyt a per- 
fect human iiglits record; bat mere 
are pounds for hope, in that demo- 
cracy and Iranian rights are in- 
creasingly seen as the basis of good 
government. 

- TThfc evolution of a pnmmiim ty of 
mterests at the national levd should 
be aowwnpamrd by a paralld de- 
vdopraent across the region. Our 
finn conviction is that the disparities 
and discrepancies that exist within the 
region and within countries of the 
rcgua ffistt be addressed, and an 
ins&mriooaJ framework for their efi- 
set up. The states of die 
East need regional cooper a - 

tkm fora,.to evolve mechanisms for 
the promotion of regional interests. 
The second component of the peace 
process, the multilateral talks, pro- 
vides the instrument as well es the 
framework to begin work for the 
future in earnest. 

"We have proposed the estabfisfa- 

ment of a conference on security and 
cooperation for the Middle East 
(CSCME), and a conflict-free zone 
for the whole region. To prevent the 
deployment of weapons of mass des- 
truction in the future, Jordan has 
called on ah the states of the region to 
sign mud ratify the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty, and to accept the 
international safeguards of the 
IAEA. 

AH states of the Middle East must 
also sign and ratify the biological 
weapons convention of 1972, and 
ooncnr with the terms of the forth- 
coming chemical weapons treaty. A 
complete freeze is needed on the 
acquisition, production and testing of 
surface-to-surface missiles, touting to 
their eHndnatio n; and a wmitay Kan 
must be imposed on elements used m 
thq manufacture of nuclear weapons. 
These measures will have to be super- 
vised, ny reh ored and verified by a 
regional body created for this pur- 
pose. 

H T would like now to turn to the 
issues relating to refugees and other 
displaced persons; for again, do 
not concern the Middle East alone. 
The plight of two motion refugees 
. from the conflict m the Balkans 3tos- 
trates that this prob le m respects no 
boundaries. Likewise, the chaos that 
threatens to engulf areas of the for- 
mer Soviet Union must be of concern 
to all, irres p ec tiv e of geography. The 
Middle East knows the realities of 
tins issue. Its experience can be of 
benefit to all; but conversely,' its 
problems cannot be resolved without 
sustained international input. 

The Palestinian and Jordanian peo- 
ple have borne most of the human 
consequences of hostilities in the re- 
gion smee 1948. My country, with its 
meagre resources, has received sever- 
al waves of migration both forced and 
indnrwH from the East »md West. 

The latest influx to Jordan took 
place in die wake of Iraq’s occupation 
and ■nnCTMtifm of Kuwait and the 
subsequent Gulf war, when - over 
300,(X» individuals, an inc rea se of 
about 10% to the population, were 
displaced. This heightened the strains 
on an already over-burdened eco- 
nomy. The cost of political economy 
has been high..-'* 

While Jordan is determined' to con- 
tinue the structural adjustment re- 
quired .for our economy, domestic 
effort alone wQl be insufficient to deal 
’ effectively with the challenges. But 
the obstacles are not insurmountable 
when objectively recognised and 
soberly assessed. Israel, with a 
population of about five million, re- 
ceives grants in aid of over S5 billion 
annually. Jordan, with a population 
of about 4 minion, receives only J300 
million a year. The West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, with a population of 22 
mDlion, scarcely receive a grant. 
Thus, per capita income in Israel is 
more than tenfold that of the Jorda- 
nians and Pal e stinia n s combined. 

Such exogenously created gaps 
must be balanced to reduce (he dis- 
parity and contribute to the efimate of 
peace. Poverty and asymmetrically 
treatment rank high among the root 
causes of conflict, in the Middle East 
and elsewhere. Bilateral aid policies' 
of symmetry and equity are therefore 
vital to lasting regional stability. The 
economy of Jordan and that of the 
Palestinians needs to be sup- 
plemented externally if they are to 
shoulder their regional responsibili- 
ties. To this end, the creation of a 
regional sinking fund, as well as a 
Middle East Bank for reconstruction 
and development, merit considera- 


tion. 

It is paradoxical that -such a start 
contrast between affluence and 
poverty shoufo exist at the Mediterra- 
nean basin. For to the north, in 
Europe, mountains or excess food 
and daily products are stockpiled; 
while to the south, across the African 
continent, misery, starvation and 
famine reign unabated, of the 
Mediterranean, demographic press- 
ures, coupled with limited sod un- 
even tfistrumtioo of water resources, 
have eroded the rightful water share 
of many nations, with unprecedented 
social, economic and environmental 
unpficatkME. These circumstances 

amict much of the developing world. 

The experience of Jordan flhBtrates 
the nature of the problems that can be 
expected to beset' the senti-arid re- 
gions of the earth, and their 600 
motion inhabitants - 

The land and water resources of 
Jordan, capable of sustaining about 
1.4 million people, today love 4 
motion dependents. This imbalance 
necessitates tite d^rerehm trf irrigation 

water for domestic use, partly re- 
placed by treated waste water at high 
environmental cost, to the detriment 
of public health and personal 
hygiene. Ground water is being ex- 
tracted at about 165 per cent of its 
sustainable yield. Remedial measures 
have been taken, but only regional 
water and environment charten could 
compensate the states of the region 
and meet the inbuilt shortages. Id 
addition, focal sustainable develop-' 
ment programmes, ha r m o nious with 
both the needs of the environment 
and the wishes of people, should 
receive every support. 

Jordan is «n g i gp< in a number of 
such initiatives; and herein lies the 
key to the future of the dev el opme n t 
world. Successful sustainable de- 
velopment policies greatly increase a 
country’s ability not only to deal vritb 
resource management and humanita- 
rian crises, but also to contrfoute 
positively to the world community. 
The underprivileged of today must be 
eaconrged to pby their part in the- 
global fellowship of tomorro w . Bor 
progress in the developmental sphere 
witi open a wider, more tolerant 
cultural space, p mnioring peace and 
stability, and helping to resolve out- 
standing areas of oonffia to the be- 
nefit of afl. 


King Hassan 

(Continued from page 1) 

flared among Arab Gnif states. 

Bnt while observers are opti- 
mistic that the visit will witness 1 
the launching of an attempt to 
mend fences in the Arab 
World, they say getting Saudi 
Arabia’s consent to the holding 
of a s ummi t will be very diffi- 
cult. 

After Saudi Arabia, King 
Hassan wfl] visit Abu Dhabi, 
Amman , Damascus and Cairo 
respectively. „-r- 
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Municipality of Greater Amman 
Amman Transport and Municipal 
Development P ro je ct 
(Loan No. 2334 — JO) 
Reissue of Road Maintenance 
Equipment Tender IFB 2/90 

The Municipality of Greater Amman intends to apply part 
of the proceeds of the above mentioned loan for the 
reissue of road maintenance equipment tender which 
includes the following: Water Tanks, Dump Trucks, Vibra- 
tory Rollers, Road Milling Machine, Fuel Tank, Loaders, 
Crack Filling Machine, Road Marking Machine, Bitumen 
Distributor & Tanker. 

Tender documents will be available as of October 24, 
1992 for a non- refundable fee of (JD 160) one hundred 
sixty JD for each set form; 

Municipality of Greater Amman, Tenders Department 

P.O.Box 132, Amman * Jordan 
The 21969 AMCITY JO, fax: 649420 

Companies that participated in above mentioned tender can obtain 
the tender documents at no fee. 

Closing date for accepting the bids is 10.D0 hours November 23, 
1992 at the same address mentioned above. 

A bank guarantee as a bid bond is a must for accepting the bids 
amounting to (5 %) of the total bid value and ail bidders must 
comply fully with page (39) of the tenders documents in order for 
their bids to be accepted. 

All bids will be opened pubCcly on the same dosing date at 12:00 
hours. 


Court appoints lawyers for deputies 


(Cwthmed from page 1) 

any identification documents. 
Mr. Shbeilat denied lie had ever 
seen die mmf' before. 

The two deputies, as well as 
two shopkeepers, face charges 
ranging from belonging to an 
Qle^tl armed organisation (Sha- 
bab A1 Nafeer AI Island) to 
ea rning to topple the regime, re- 
ceiving funds from abroad and 
possession of' explosives and 
arms. Mr. Shbeflat also ft*** 


the King a nd members of Partia- 

ment. 

In his statement to die court, 
Mr. Shbdlat, who appeared tired 
fret calm, also demanded that the 
prosecution witnesses, who testi- 
fied earlier and were still .de- 
tained at die General Intelligence 
Department (GED), be released 
to “fretSy” testify again in court. 
Several witnesses who had testi- 
fied in tins trial were at 

die GID for over a month for 
another case, a ccor di ng to their 
own tes tim ony in court. • 

“I want to con fir m that aO the 
charges against me are fabricated 
and untrue,” Mr. Shbeilat told 
die court. ‘This case is a vengeful 
act aimed at rilengmg me politi- 
cally.” 

Sheikh Qarrash, who had vis- 
ibly lost a lot of weight — which 


was later confirmed when be later 
said drat Wednesday was the 
moth day of a hunger-strike — 
reiterated What Mr. Shbeilat said, 
adding that he too would not 
make any st a teme n t or testimony 
in the court 

After the two deputies told the 
court that they did not appoint 
new defence. Judge Faonri 
announced that Mazen Al Hadid 
would be appointed as Mr. 
Shbeilaf s lawyer and Moham- 
mad Iswid as Shaikh Qarrash’s 
counsel at government expense. 

Prominent Christian lawyer 
SaBm Sweiss had volunteered to 
defend Mr. Shbeflat after his 
defence team, 'which was led by 
Ibrahim Bakr, had qmt the case. . 
According to Rima Shbeflat, the 
deputy's wife, her husband had 
refused any lawyer to defend him 
until the court addresses bis de- 
mands. 

The pleading judge said that 
since some of the charges against 
Are two deputies were punishable 
by death, the court left it neces- 
sary to appoint legal defence. He 
also defended the court's approv- 
al of bolding a secret session last 
Saturday, saying it was “legal.” 
Judge Faoun also rejected what 
he described as placing “condi- 
tions” on the proceedings of the 
trial. 

The 15-fmnute session came to 


an end when the _ 
adjourned the court until Sunday 
to pve time to the newly- 
appointed lawyers to study the 
case files. 

For the first time, the public 
was asked to stay inside the court- 
room for GvO' minutes to wait for 
the four defendants to leave court 
first 

Outride the court compound, 
an angry crowd shouted slogans 
in s up port of Mr. Shbeilat as 
some waved their kuffiyas in the 
air. 

The demonstrators rejected 
“insults” made earlier by Maj. 
Hjjaa in die courtroom where he 
cursed those who applauded Mr. 
Shbeilat. 

The men estimated to be 100, 
shouted slogans in support of 
Eng Hussein “Oh, Hussein, we 
want Lakh (free),” the demon- 
strators chanted as security men 
stood by, trying to keep traffic 

moving. 

“This is not just the case of 
Laith,” said one man who said he 
had come from Irbid. “This is the 
case of the people of Jordan and 
their rights.” 

One angry supporter, one of 
many wbonad come from Taffleh 
(Mr. Shbeilaf s hometown) and 
Ma’an, said that King Hussein 
had taught Jordanians “the 
meaning of justice, truth and 
freedom, and only H» Majesty 
can solve this problem.” 


U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
COMMODITY IMPORT PROGRAM (CIP) 
ATTENTION: PRIVATE SECTOR IMPORTERS AND 
LOCAL BANKS 

Financing is again available under USAID'S Commodity Import 
Program (CIP). Private sector Jordanian importers of U.S. made items 
are approved for CIP Letter of Credit financing on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

This financing is available at a minimum interest rate of approximately 7 
percent, Jordan Dinars downpayment of 10 percent , and the balance 
payable in Jordan Dinars over periods as follows: 

1- Up to two (2) years for raw materials. 

2- Up to three (3) years for intermediate goods. 

3- Up to five (5) years for capital goods. 

To apply, importers .should make applications to their local banks and 
request CIP financing. 

For additional information, importers or banks may call 
USAID/Jordan at Tel No. 820101. and request to talk with 
CIP office Personnel (ext. 2627/2254) 


Baghdad 

(Continued from page 1) 

from the Dereiat tribe and one 
from Al Shahman. The first man 
cultivated a piece of land belong- 
ing to the second and killed him 
when he was asked to leave. 

The Dereiat man sent the corp- 
se to a Shahman tribal dueftam 
with a message saying; “Take 
your dog.” 

Meanwhile, Iraqi opposition 
leaders are gathering in northern 
Iraq to plan the downfall of Presi- 
des Saddam and set iq> a power 
structure to replace him. 

“It is the first lime aH the 
opposition leaders will meet 
together on Iraqi seal,” Safeen 
Dizayee, Ankara spokesman of 
the Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP), told Reuters Wednesday. 

The Iraqi national c on gress was 
due to begin its meeting at a 
“secret location” in Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan Friday but Dizayee said a 
weekend start now looked more 
likely. 


Seventh round of talks opens 


(Continued from page 1) 


the talks would be overshadowed 
by a Clinton administration con- 
centrating on economic recovery. 

In Damascus, Palestinian 
women from an alliance of 10 
hardline groups denounced the 
peace process and raged the PLO 
to test Palestinian support for the 
talks in a referendum. 

The women tokl a Damascus 
news conference that the talks 
would lead nowhere and thar a 
self-rule plan under discussion 
was “aimed at eliminating the 
Palestinian cause.” 

“When the Palestinian peace 
negotiator returned from the 
first round of peace talks they 
were welcomed as heroes but 
now with one year passing with- 
out any results they have lost any 
respect,” said Rehab Nazzal of 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. 

Palestinians were fed up with 


promises from PLO leaders seek- 
ing to convince them the peace 
talks would lead to recognition of 
Palestinian rights, she added. 

The 10-member alliance,' 
formed last month to oppose the 
Washington talks, included four 
factions grouped under the 
umbrella of the PLO, four groups 
opposed to PLO Chairman Yas- 
■ser Arafat and two Islamic fun- 
damentalist groups. 

The women issued a statement 
calling for a referend u m inside 
and outride the Israeli-occupied 
territories “to see what .the 
Palestinian people thought of the 
self-role plan and peace negotia- 
tions in their present shape/’ 

It also said Mr. Arafat should 
“stop giving more concessions to 
the Zionist enemy and America 
who want to boxy oar rights' for 
ever.” 
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CHINA TOWN 
ULTIMATELY CHINESE 

Every great city in the world has its China Town 
and Amman now h qs its own. . 

The Ammah PJaza Hotel is jjjroud rd announce 

the opening^ a^matfc^liy different restaurant 

: - 

for -luiich'and dinner. - M r 
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JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG. AIR FREJGH1 
FGBWAflDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN K AWAR & SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 




fl CROWN 

a INT’L EST. 

§ Packing, shipping, 
■ forwarding, storage, 
§ clearing, door-to-door 
H service 

Air. Sea and Land 


FIRST CLASS INIXAN 





.lIBGDRIiniaxK&BEB 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN 


Mil 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily 12.30-3^0 pm 
7.30 -fl ,30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel | 
Towards 3rd cmrfe 


Tel:6595lS 659520 




CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12M-15M & 1&3Q-23-JC 

. Teh 83-314415 


* Kais Drycfean, 1 He. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
☆ Keys Service 

*Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656. Fax 
828163 - 


' The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 

Ahliyyah Girls School 



4 RENT 

Super super deluxe 
penthouse.. Urftur- 
nished. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms. 

Location: Tfa’a Al Ali 
Price JD 7,000 

For farther -details, 'pl ease caH: 


Tel.: 810605 , 810609 
.Fax: $10520 


MANDARIN RESTAURANTl 

Special Chinese Foods 
Stalled Chinese Chefs 

| Jpen lLJO-.lJV A: tvu-ll-jo jjjjf 

Tote away to mllaMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hole! 


& 


|TaL 681922, Amman! 

flncc Tasted 

Always Loved ■ 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

| 7tf0 — Midnight 
Tel. 638968 




AUTHENTIC 
CHINESE ‘ 
CUISINE 

elegant _ 
colorful atmosphere 

moderate priefr. 

shemissni_iet: J 6MC50 
( now opes- daily ) 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
( Estate, near Kilo 
v Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. ' 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 



TATWAN TOURISMO 


New management :by| 
Mr. Chen. D. H,; 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Ope n daily 


12:00 - 15 J0 18-30 - Midnight 
Near Third Circle, 
opposite Akfiati H< 




Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 

Music 


BELLY DANCING 


Res :G SSI 21 



, . a . 

:i r-> ■ - a : ■' r- 7 . ~ ‘ c * •- ' ^Tbr-ftm 


Ibe fist Spa h Ok Kiddle East based. <a hot Sonora ndsori 1 tics’ 

Swings of Ugh Bnneral Craicezdi^kHi for the Core Of 

R hnmaH zm * AjtbrlUs *, Sfrmsitis * Digestive dwemes 
Or jnst for blood dretdatiou euhancement 

50% Discount 

I On Room Rates 

For fton Jordanians " Residents * 

t 688271/2 , 668279 . 688310 - liwalWl ■ 08 S4S500 


The First Class Hotel in ! 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAItOTEL 

,|ju:«|I|Is 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
PO. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
.Telex 23888 OAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand . 
Businessmen 




















:t?J| 



JORDAN 1 


— thursday-friday, October 22-23, tm 


STOOTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chang, Lends win easily in first-day action 


| Germany to open 1994 World Cup in Chicago 


HONG KONG (AP) — Defending champion Ivan Lendl crashed 
Australian Todd Woodbridge 6-1, 6-2 to kick off firet-day action 
in the $641,000 Hong Kong Marlboro Championships roimd- 
robm tennis tournament. The tournament’s top seed, Michael 
Chang of the United States, also won his opening match by 
.-crpising past Sweden's Magnus. In other first-day play, Spain's 
Emilio Sanchez whipped Xia Jiaping, China’s top player, 6-1, 6-0, 
japd former Wimbledon champion Michael Sdch of Germany beat 
■ Czechoslovakia's Martin Damm 6-3, 6-3. Croatian Goran Prpic 
downed Mark Woodforde of Australia 6-4, 64. Woodforde was a 
■.late replacement for Wimbledon champion Andre Agassi of the 
United States, who pulled out Sunday because of illness. 


Kaiserslautern beat Sheffield Wednesday 


.LQNDON (R) — Sheffield’s Wednesday's David Hirst, in only 
his second match after seven weeks out with a broken ankle, 
- scored and was then sent off is the first half as the English club 
.lost 3-1 to Germany’s Kaiserslautern in the UEFA Cup. The 
1 England striker had put Wednesday ahead after five minutes but 
the Germans equalised within a minute horn die spot when Viv 
.Anderson felled Marcel Witeczek. Striker Marcus Marin ran clear 
. apd fired a low shot past goalkeeper Chris Woods in the 55th 
minute and Witezcek got the third when he shot into an empty net 
two minutes later. 


iSraf wins easily after visit to Wimbledon 


BRIGHTON (R) — Steffi Graf began the defence of her 
Brighton Indoor Tennis title with an emphatic win Tuesday after 
an impromptu visit to Wimbledon. The German beat Latvian 
. Lairisa Savcbenko-Neifend 6-2 6-3 for her 26th successive win in 
the competition. It was the top seed's first match in Britain since 
her 6-2 6-1 defeat of Yugoslav Monica Seles m the Wimbledon 
final in July and she revealed later die had been unable to resist 
drbpping in on the London Qub Monday. “I was passing dose by 
Wimbledon and I thought “let's take a look inside,” said the 
23-year-old Graf, who has won the Wimbledon title four times in 
thelast five years. “I went to the secretary's office and they said 
“do you want to hold the trophy?' I said sure.” 


NEW YORK (R) — Defending 
champions Germany will open 
the 1994 World Cup in Chicago, 
kicking off a 52-game soccer ex- 
travaganza played in nine sites 
across the United States, officials 
announced Tuesday. 

Germany will launch the 
month-long tournament Friday, 
Jnne 17, after opening cere- 
monies at Soldier Field. The Cot- 
ton Bowl m Dallas wifi also host a 
game later that day. 

Germany, top-seeded in group 
C, will play the second-seeded 
team in their group for the open- 
ing game. The rest of the field, 
other than the -hosting United 
States, has yet to qualify for the 
tournament 

The 24 finalists will be placed 
into six groups of four at the 
World Cup final draw in Las 
Vegas in December 1993. 

The United States, hosting 
theiT first World Cnp, are ex- 
pected to be top seeds in group 
A, in keeping with recent prac- 
tice,* and would thus play their 
first game Jane 18 in the Pontiac 
Silverdome outside Detroit in the 


first World Cup match ever play-, 
ed indoors. 

All games, except the final, will 
begin at either 1230, 1600 or 1930 
EDT (1630, 2000 or 2330 GMT). 
The final, to be played at the 
Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Califor- 
nia, Sunday, July 17, will begin at 
1530 EDT (1930 CMT). 

Speaking at a news conference 
in Los Angeles, World Cop USA 
1994 chairman Alan Rothenbmg 
said: “The schedule is very uni- 
que and very favourable berth for 
five audiences and TV viewers.” 

Rotfaenburg said the schedule 
was devised to allow fans in a 
given area to see as many match- 
es as possible and also noted 
there were 24 weekend games out 
of the 52 to be played — more 
than in any previous World Cup. 


“The only area of the world in 
which the tnrring is unfavourable 
is in Asia, Rothenberg said, 
adding: Hie tuning of the games 
and the areas they are playing 
have in effect shrank America. 


Magic back in Lakers 
uniform at the Forum 


« . F.jsset threatens to boycott Davis Cup 


LYON (R) — Olympic champion Marc Rosset threatened 
Tuesday to boycott the Davis Cup next season if the Swiss Tennis 
Association (ATS) dismiss national coach Georges Deniau. 
Frenchman Deniau and the ATS are at odds over the site of a 
national training camp and the federal policy towards young 
players. “If the federation sack Georges, I will take sanctions. It'll 
be warfare between us and it is quite possible I'll never play Davis 
Cup for Switzerland again,” said Rosset. Switzerland, who meet 
the United States in the Davis Cup final December 4 to 6, were 
drawn to play India in the first round of the world group next 
year. 


INGLEWOOD, California (AP) 
— Magic Johnson was back in a 
Los Angeles Lakers uniform at 
the Forum Tuesday night for the 
first time since he announced his 
retirement last Nov. 7. 

A beaming Johnson was given 
a brief standing ovation by the 
sparse but enthusiastic crowd as 
he led the Lakers onto the floor 
for their exhibition game against 
the Philadelphia 76ers which the 
Lakers won 138-111. 


'JiTCGBtfus bea *1 Panatasnaikos 1-0 


| ATHENS (AP) — English striker David Platt scored m the 68th 
| minute to give Inventus Turin a 1-0 victory over Panathinaikos 
Athens in a first-leg- second-round game 'for the UEFA Cup. 
Tuesday. Hie win makes Juventus' effort to advance to the third 
round of the competition easier. The second-leg game will be 
a played in Turin in two weeks. Despite toe absence of striker 
‘ Dimitris Saravakos of Panathinaikos and Gianluca Vialli of 
* Juventus because of leg injuries, toe game was orating. Playing 
I' before a capacity crowd of 75,000 people at the Athens Olympic 
' Stadium, Panathinaikos applied its usual forcing tactics, while toe 
, visitors struck back on rapid counter attacks. 


: Germans plan light penalty on Strauss for doping 


BONN (R) — German swimming officials could face fierce 
opposition from international anti-uoj&hg^ campaigners after 
; proposing to place a light penalty on former world dram pi on 
■ Astrid Strauss for a positive drugs’ test. Under International 
: Swimming Federation (FINA) rules, the minimum ban for a first 
■j* ' doping offence was 18 months when toe 23-year-old former east 
German wps found to have high levels of the steroid testosterone 
1 - -in her urine during a test in March. But DSV anti-doping expert 
• fiUuergen Media said the federation planned to take advantage of 
*■ •: its legal right not to report the case to FINA, therefore avoiding a 


In the Lakers* locker room 
before the game, Johnson said: “I 
feel real emotional about this. I 
know it’s going to feel as good as 
the first time l did it 12 years 
ago.” 

And after the game, he sum- 
med up his feeling: “I've been 
lost and I finally made it home. I 
followed the yellow bride road.” 

Although toe crowd was only 
12,603 in the 17 ,505-seat arena, 
some of toe regulars who watched 
Johnson star for the Lakers 
through 12 seasons were on hand 
for bis return, including Jack 
Nicholson and Dyan Cannon m 
their usual oourtside seats. 

Johnson, the NBA's all-time 
assists leader, fed Vlade Divac 
for the Lakers’ first points of the 
game. 


Johnson, 33, appeared to tire 
just before halftime. At one 
point, he caught a pas at midcourt 
and had a clear path to the 
basket. But he ignored the fans’ 
shouts for a slam dunk, instead 
tossing the ball to Scott for toe 
layin. 


Johnson stunned the nation last 
November by announcing be had 
the virus that causes AIDS and 
was retiring. However, he said 
last month he was feeling fine and 
was returning to toe Lakers. 


He originally planned to play in 
50 to 60 games of the 82-raune 
season after doctors urged him to 
avoid playing on oonsecutive 
nigfats. But Monday, Johnson 
said he could easily play back-to- 
back games in the western states. 
Johnson is keeping fans in other 
cities gnessing on which games he 
will play. He said be may or may 
not release a schedule so fens can 
purchase tickets for his appear-' 
ances. 


Desert Challenge included 
in 7-event world cup 


*' «. its legal ngnt 
i tougher ten. 


Milan set for fresh entry in record books 


1 i '‘.ROME (R) — Irresistible AC Milan, the league champions and 
'.r. dominant force in Italian soccer, will claim another record if they 

J avoid defeat at Parma Sunday. Milan, who last season became the 
first dub to complete a 34-match league programme unbeaten. 
- have now equalled Fiore ntina's 1955-56 record of 40 successive 
e -League games without defeat. A draw or better at Parma would 
: see them etch their name more deeply in the record books. Few 
would bet against Milan breaking toe record after dazzling 
performances this season in which they have rattled in 20 goals 


DUBAI (AP) — The Desert 
Challenge has been indnded in 
tile 7-even new cross country 
four-wheel drive world cup which 
win be run for the first time over 
three continents next year. 

Taking place in November 
1993, the 4WD UAE Desert 
Challenge event, will bring to a 
climax a world championship 
series beginning in Tunisia in 
April and attracting manufactur- 
ers team such as Mitsubishi and 
Peugot as well as the world's top 
drivers. 

Announcing the motor sport’s 
world governing body FISA deci- 


sion, die six-time Middle East 
rally champion Mohammad Bin 
Sulayem said Desert Challenge 
was one of the toughest of 4WD 
events and be was prob’d to be 
part of the pioneering workforce 
to bring the world cup series 
event to the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 


The other 1 world cup event 
dates are: Rally Tunisia (April 
15-25), Atlas Morocco (May 19- 


27), Sardinia (June 7-15), Baja 
1000, Portugal (July 14), Baja 


A dedicated fen based in the 
northeast, could attend 14 of the 
18 games played in Boston, New 
York, and Washington a fen on 
the West Coast eoukl see 13 of 14 
games played in San Francisco 
and Los Angeles, and a fen situ- 
ated in the midwest could catch 
all tune games played in Chicago 
and Detroit 

In addition to these combina- 
tions, five games are scheduled to 
be played at the Citrus Bowl in 
Orlando, Florida, and six games 
are set for the Cotton Bowl in 
Texas. 


Weekend matches allow for 
more afternoon starting times for 
“attractive time zones in South 
America, Europe and Africa, 
who would be watching either in 
the mornings in their time zones 
or In prime time,” Rothenberg 
said. 


For the fust time, all World 
Cup venues will host games in- 
volving top seeds- Each of the 
nine sites will have at least two 
matches featuring a top seed dur- 
ing the first stage. 

The Pontiac Silverdome is the 
only site to be dropped after the 


first stage of the tournament, 
reflecting a concern among 
tournament organisers over the 

nature of, putting 

down a natural grass field in an 
indoor stadium. 

“In all honesty we’re not sore 
of the fikdihood of tire grass 
testing more than a month but we 
fully expect the grass to last 
beyond two weeks,” said U.S. 
WotW Cup spokesman John Grif- 
fin. 

The SOverdome is scheduled to 
host four games over an 11-day 
* period. 

Griffin sakl Officials were satis- 
fied with tests done by Michigan 
State University scientists of put- 
ting a special gr*s down in large 
connecting trays. “No doubt ab- 
out it, we have complete faith it 
will work,” Griffin said. ' 

The grass field will be grown in 
California and shipped to De- 
troit It will be tested daring next 
June's U.S. Cup ’93. 

A grass field will also be laid 
over artificial turf at Grants Sta- 
dium, the oadinni site for New 
York/New Jersey. 


Mansell seeks first Japan win 
and record 10th of year 


Three minutes into the contest, 
Johnson charged down the mid- 
dle and made a layin to put the 
Lakers up 10-6. Minutes later, be 
fed backcourt mate Byron Scott a 
pass and Scott’s basket gave the 
Lakers a 15-6. edge. 


SUZUKA, Japan (R) — Briton 
Nigel Mansell feces a personal 
challenge in Japan tins weekend 
when be attempts his 10th win of 
the season on a circuit which be 
has never finished. 


The world champion-elect, 
who has already scored an unpre- 
cedented nine wins in a single 
season, win be favourite to add to 
that total in he penultimate For- 
mula One race before joining the 
Newman-Haas Indycar. team in 
America. 

“Snzuka is a demanding track 
which is a challenging one for the 
drivers and one I enjoy,” said 
Mansell. “I am looking forward 
to trying to win in Japan as it is 
one of the few circuits on which I 
have never won. It really is a 
good circuit which most of us like 
as it is very testing for the driver. 

“It is a fest-medhnn track, with 
some difficult corners, and the 
amque cross over which you 
don*t think about once you start 
racing there.” 

But while Mansell goes in 
search of more glory with the 


WfiUams team, the future of toe 
Anglo-French outfit and their 
drivers is still a subject of intense 
speculation. 

■ Mansell is leaving Formula 
One and his veteran Italian team 
mate Riccardo Patrese is moving 
to Benetton next season, but foe 
W illiams team has ann o un ced 
only one replacement -driver in 
Frenchman Alain Prost. Another 
is still to be named. 


A series of names has been 
suggested for the seat, including 
Britons Martin Brundle, Johnny 
Herbert and Damon Hill, Amer- 
ican A1 Unser Jnr, Fre nc hm an 
Erik Comas, Finn Mika Hak- 
kmen and three times champion 
Brazilian Ayrton Senna. 


McLaren’s nm of success was 
halted in dramatic fashion this 
year and after being out- 
performed by Williams they suf- 
fered a further blow when their 
engine suppliers Honda 
announced they were pulling out 
of Formula One at the end of die 
season. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY OCTOBER 23, 1992 
.By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be to f t y nd y° <n ' knowledge 

careful to do nothing that can be before doing so. 
used against you in any way, today UBRAr (September 23 to October 

or in the future, otherwise you may 22) This is your day to make sore 
have conditions develop ones- you dehe more deeply into what- 
pectedfy that can duo* you for a 
loss unless you are p r epared. 


ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
You would be wise to be most 
particular in whatever arises today 
dial is of a material nature for 
mistakes can easily be made in 
assets or liabilities. 


ever rnimdanc reiatiorahipc yon 
have and get an experienced 
businessman to help you make 
decisions. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Yon have sonny as sociation 


today with an associ ate of very 
fixed views and you might as weu 
try to co mprom i s e as you won't 
change that person's views. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You would be woe to take a good 
look at yourself to make sure yon 
are bringing out your greatest 
amount of charm so others warn to 
go along with you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
very good day to look into aH 
accounts of expenses with an eagle 
eye and to analyse your finances 
and bow to quietly teiM them up. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have a day when it is 
necessary that you proceed slowly 
in going after your personal wishes 
or you will push them further away 
host you. 

UEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day 
and evening to make sure you are 
as wise as the serpent and as 
harmless as the dcrve m your deal- 
ing with outside i n te r e s ts and per- 1 


December 21) A day when you 
want to finish the weekday’s duties 
in an efficient fashion and it will 
take considerable effort and con- 
trol to do 90. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Consider well the cost 
of any pleasures you are consider- 
mg for they can mount to more 
than you had expected unless you 
have an iron bound agreement 
concxaming them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) SOeace will be foe best 
attitude at your residence when 
some problems of a practical na- 
ture arise and especially avoid do- 
cusskras over money matters. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Try not to make any s&p of foe 
pen or of the tongue in com- 
munications or you find that wrong 
impressions are the result wife 
modi trouble in straightening them 
out. 


VIRGO: (August 22 ID September 
22) You yearn to get into some 
more fascinating outlets that you 
know something about but you 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 


C1SS2 TOM Modi antes, he. 


- THK RIGHT f!ABI> 
Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
#803 
^54 

0KQ7653 
*7 6 


WEST EAST - 

# Q 10 5 4 # J 9 7 2 

9 J 10 9 3 2 9876 
0 Void O A 10 9 8 

* A 6 4 3 *K2- 

SOUTH 

”4AK 

9AKQ ■- • 

0 J42 
* Q J 10 9 6 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
2 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 
Pass Pam 
Opening lead: Jack of 9 ' 

Very few of toe rales you are 
tanglA when Imniin^ anything any 
drowned to cover specific cases. 
That's when you have to 'shelve too 
books and rely on those little gray 


■North-South woe using e 20-22 
point range for two-no-trump open- 
ing bids. What to do with North's 
hand is a matter of guesswork, but 
we would hazard that the raae to 
three no t rump would be the' peo- 
ple's choice. 

Declarer won the opening Juart 
lead In hand end. in keeping, with 


AT THE EIGHT TIME 

the general principle of knifing up to 
high cards, returned a low diamond. 
West discarded a ebb. East cap- 
tured the queen with the ace and 
reverted to heart*. With onfy seven 

tricks now avatlalile, declarer start- 
ed on dubs. West allowed East to 
win > the first dob and remova declar- 
er's* mnjuniiig heart stopper, end 
when in with the ace dubs West 

cashed two Mart tricks to force 6b- 

darer to submit. 

South was unlucky. Had the <£*-. 
mouda broken no wane than 3-1, 
East would have had to dock dia- 
monds twice to pttovent declarer 
from naming five tricks in the writ. 
But even this harsh treatment by 
fide could have been overcome. 

Instead of routin ely following 
standard (venting proeadnzs, sup- 
pose South were to lead the jade of 
di am o n ds from hand to the second 
.trick. If East won this trick, declarer 
can set op four dfennood tracks by 

. winning »my ret u rn ht« 4 Art fug g 

di am ond . Therefore, East most at- 
■ low toe jack of diamonds to hold. 

With mx* tricks guaranteed in the 
other three suite, declarer can now 
afford tftah »i >Ai i i itl«rmrenWf i«f mp 


fenders do, declarer mod get-three 
dda tricks before fhe defenders ean 
cash their winners in the nugon, so 
the contract sneaks Borne. - 



FORECAST FOR THURSDAY OCTOBER 22, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: As 
the Sun enters Scorpio yoa have an 
excellent day to do the brain wmk 
necessary to understand what tins 
scientific age is bringing about for 
man’s betterment Enjoy social 
activity tonight. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) Pol 
to motion a more worldly aware- 
ness of your abilities at being en- 
dowed wife good common sense 
and from what now happe ns you 
see dearly changes that are neces- 
sary. 

TAURC& (April 20 to May 20) 
Yoa have some better ways to 
make yourself -more attractive to 
those persons you want to know 
better, then don't besitaie but take 
treatments to do so at ooce. 

GEMENL* (May 21 to June 21) Yoa 

now need to consider better means 
and methods for dealing with any 
business activities after which don't 
loiter but pot into motion these 
revisions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You find that both good 
friends and outside associates of a 
serious bent of mind are willing to 
go along with some new aims that 
motivate you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
special won is now being observed 
by one in power who win give you 
a new start if you are willing to 
make some minor changes that 
person suggests. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A prosperous woman of diffe- 


rent views from you** can ffn you 
the chance now to show ytmr ta- 
lents even t hough he has idea foe 
their improvement. 

UBRA: (September Z3 to October 
22) Consider in conversations with 
yonr own family what yon c an beat . 
do to have more unified business 
activity for you and their financial 
well being. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Take some time oat to 
answer messages from those who 
look to you for suggestions from 
foe outsde world add then go | 
along with their responses. i 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You see now hour 
your usual activities can produce a 
greater amount of income and re- 
venue and ancillary benefits for 
you by making changes. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 tp 
January 20) You can now arrange 
the financial and practical side of 
the various pleasures and recrea- 
tions in which you wish to partici- 
pate with comrades. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A more practical and 
ooderstooding approach a! prob- 
lems of a family member can be 
well bandied by talking it out and 
reaching a new understanding. ■ 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) An older friend who dearly 
sees where your life is beaded in a 
personal direction has some valu- 
-able ideas whereby you can get 
more out of life. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


GREAT 

iftsSEfV 


MARRtS 


‘For powerful, manly kisses do 
50 lip-ups every day.” 


THST SCRAMBLED WORD (SAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 




Now orange the dreied tatters to 
fom the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: KNAVE VIRUS DELUGE BRONCO 


Answer What was al that Tuss at the card game? — 
NO BIG DEAL 


THE Daily Crossword 


by AflOtam Canine 


6 LRtan and Phtftp 
It P haet on 

14 Onward to 

15 Surpass 

16 Long time 

17 NY pro 

18 Christie play. 
The — “ 

20 Iberfen capital 

22 Imp 

23 PuS up 
25 
28 

29 

30 


■oai 

i mmm 

IJHlI 


3 Printer 1 * wok 33 poor 

4 Permuted 40 Barks 

5 Lodge brothers 41 Pinniped 


nSSn HH Rnri unnn 
nnnn nnniin nrcnn 
gnRnnnnnnn nnn 
nnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnm-i nnnrjn” 

fin-m n nP ,,rin nnn 

?~nn n r,nL lnnfl ttUfl 

n- nn nnnnii nnir - 
nnn nnnnn nr.nsin 
nnn nnnn nnn 
-nnnnnn nnnnnri 
nnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnm~ni«in 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnit nnnRn nri nn 


SI52JEW 44Dtestrous 
7GartfaMgfan 47MriwhUt 


rtral aMter 

8 Fort Worth 48 Work unit 

•ehMteBere ntxatons 

9 r-*** ,, V B,ir *.5iP«’»ctee 

««fi2L25!L sasmpfaiong 

lOTteeabucT sapad&r- 


56 Vacuous .' & — 

gvwnyiajrtngs B4— 
nor pmphet Onota) 

81 Certain acet asamre 
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replaces U.S. for most 
South Korean investment 

SEOUL (AP) — South East Asia has replaced the United States as 
" the region most hvwnd by Sooth Korean b uripessmYestors/tbe 
nriinstry of trade and industry said Wednesday.In a report submitted 
to flic National Assembly, the mhristiy said Sooth Korean investment 
in Sooth East Asian nations totalled $1.45 bOfion in 944 prqjcctd by 
thcend of hme. The surpasses for the first time investment in the 
United States of $1.41 Union 469 projects, if said. As manufacturing 
and labour costs in South Korean have grown, businessmen and 
conglomerates have turned toward Sooth Pjwt Asian luniimg for 
cheaper production and investment opportunities.. At the end of last 
year. Sooth Korean investment in the United States ha/< led 
mratmeat in Sooth East Asia by $1.18 billion to $1.14 biffion, the 
ministry sahL Investments in Europe totalled $63.4 imlKnn and 
investment in Central and Sooth America totalled $213 miiKnn it 


Muffeh Aqel sheds more light on banks in Jordan 


‘Banks in Jordan’ show where banks stand 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab Bank and Housing Bank had only 16.7 per 
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the Housing Bank led all com- 
mercial lyirfw in Jordan at toe 
end of 1991 in terms of toe 
volume of deposits, .assets, equi- 
ty, net profit before tax, and 
dividend. 

.According to a specialised 
storfy prepared byMnfleh Aqel, a 
senior official at Arab Bank and, 
published last week in toe Banks 
m Jordan magazine, both toe 
Arab Bank and toe Housing 
Bank had a total of JD 2^93.1 
m flHhn fo deposits and a total of 
JD 2,605.0 nmfoo In assets at toe 
end of last year. 

Taking toe figures against a' 
grand total of JD 4, 274.0 million 
of deposits and JD 4,9453 mil- 
lion or assets held by the 17 banks 
which the survey covered, toe 
two leading hanks controlled 53.6 
per cent and 52.7 per cent' of the 
deposits and assets res p ectively. 

Yet toe gap between the top 
two banks was extremely large as 
toe Arab Bank had 37.17 per 
cent, or JD 1,588.5 million, of tbe 
deposqs while the Housing Bank 
had JD 704.7 million, or 163 per 
cent. 

The Arab Bank had also the 
lion's share of toe total assets, 
having acquired 36.0 per cent, or 
JD 1,780.6 millioo, while toe 


emit, or JD 824.3 mflfion. 

The growth in deposits and 
assets fiom toe end of 1990 to toe 
end of 1991ww toe highest at toe 
Business.. Bank where deposits 
shot up by 108JB per cent to reach 
JD 84.9 mOlkmat toe end of last 
year. 

Tbe Business Bank also re- 
corded a 98.7 per cent growth in 
assets, registering JD 94 million 
at the end of la mt year. 

The bank which ranked second 
in terms of assets g ro w th was-the 
Arab Land Bank, which managed 
to make a 80 per cent leap to 
record JD 1103 mflhou, or 233 
per cent of the banks' grand total. 

Tbe Arab Land Bank made a 
remarkable p ro g ress in boosting 
its deposits by 813 per cent in 
1991 but tbe Arab .Banking Cor- 
poration (Jordan) excelled and 
ranked second by recordmg a 
deposit increase of 99.0 per cent 
to reach JD 533 milli on. 

Tbe Arab Banking Corpora- 
tion (Jordan) ranked sixth in 
te r m s of assets growth, which 
rose 513 per cent, reaching JD 
77.9 millioo. The amount placed 
the corporation as No. 15 on toe 
list which ranked banks by assets 
volume. 
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'Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Cityemg 


LETHAL WEAPON 3 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8 JO, 1030 p.m. 


\ 


Robert ■ Bedford — Lena Olin 

HAVANA 

Shows:. £2JQ, &3Q, &is, &30. 10:45 

Special performances tor children 
on Thursday & Friday at 1 J :O0 am. 


Tel: 675571X 

NabO AK Mashini Iheatre ,, 


Today and eveiy day, Nabil Al 
Mashini Theatre in Abdali 
presents 
Abu Awwad... in 

AA’AH WA KAYMEH (CHAOS) 


k Show: 8:30 pjn. 

V Ticket window Is open all day 


^ ArtLAN ' THIATRM^ 155 \ 


Always something new to go with.... 
“Wekorn — new woritf order— piaty 

presented aft the Ahlan Nabil and HlSham 
Theatre, Rainbow Hall t Jabal Amman. 

We have daily performances except Mon- 

For re servati on, call fteL 825155 // 


17th ^oc in the schedule showing 
the percentage of cretot facilities 
to total deposits including foreign 
currencies. The percentage of 
203 per cent was entirety tbe 
Other extreme as Citibank ranked 
first with a 1203 per cent when 
credSt facilities to deposits ex- 
cluded foreign currency deposits. 

Tire highest percentage of cre- 
dit facilities to total deposits (in- 
duding foreign currencies) was 
recorded by tbe Amman Bank for 
Investment (71.8 per cent). It was 
followed by tire Jordan 
Bank (66.1 per cent), the Jordan 
National Bank (61.7 per cent), 
tbe Arab Land Bank (60.9 per 
cent), the Arab Banking Cor- 
poration (Jordan) (58.9 per cent) 
and toe Bank of Jordan (50.1 per 
cent). 

By excluding foreign currencies 
from the deposits, the percentage 
of the credit facilities to deposits 
becomes the highest to Citibank, 
as mentioned earlier. In following 
spots came toe Arab Banking 
Corporation (Jordan) (115.6 per 
cent), tire Amman Bank for In- 
vestment (110.6 per cent), the 
British Bank of toe Middle East 
(95.9 per cent), tbe Jordan Isla- 
mic Bank (85.4 per c6nt) and tbe 
Arab Jordan- Investment Bank 
(793 per cent). 

The Arab Bank percentage of 
credit facilities to deposits (in 
both categories) ranked second 
from last at 23.7 per cent (with 
foreign currencies) and at 46.2 
per cent. The Housing Bank was 
in seventh place at 47.8 per cent 
and 10th at 683 per cent (de- 
posits in dinars only). 

In terms of net profit both toe 
Arab Bank and toe Housing 
Bank retained the lead as the 
Arab Bank posted a JD 103 



Moflelt Aqel 

minion net profit in 1991 wtrilri* 
toe Housing Bank ranked in 
second place with a JD 3.8 mil- 
lion profit. In following spots 
were: Hie British Bank of tire 
Middle East (JD 3.006 million), 
the Jordan Islamic Bank (JD 
3,005 million), the Jordan 
National Bank (JD 23 millioo), 
ANZ Grindlays (JD 2.1 million) 
and Jordan Investment and Fi- 
nance Bank (JD 1.9' million). 

Both tbe Business Bank and 
Bank of Jordan had no profit in 
1991 and, thus, Jordan Kuwait 
Bank was the last with a JD 0.8 
million net profit. Cairo Amman 
Bank was the second from last at 
JD 1.0 net profit. 

In terms of dividends approved 
for distribution among sharehol- 
ders the Arab Bank was the most 
generous with a 25 per cent fol- 
lowed by the Housing Bank (14 
per cent), the Jordan National 
Bank (13 per cent), the Jordan 
Islamic bank (12 per cent), the 
Jordan Investment and Finance 
Bank (12 per cent), the Jordan 
Arab Investment Bank (11 per 


cent), toe Union Bank for Saving 
and Investment (nine per cent) 
and Arab Banking Corporation 
(Jordan) (six per cent). 

Mr. Aqel worked out a special 
table to measure efficiency at 
banks. The efficiency indicator is 
derived tty dividing expenses (ex- 
cept interest) by tbe net profit 
before tax. 

As such, the Jordan Invest- 
ment and Finance Bank topped 
tire list with JD 0-720- The Arab 
Banting Corporation (Jordan) 
came second with JD 0.860. Citi- 
bank came third (JD 0.980) fol- 
lowed by toe British Bank of the 
Middle East (JD 1,000), ANZ 
Grindlays (JD 1.180), tbe Union 
Bank for Saving and Investment 
.(JD 1360). The Housing Bank, 
'tire Jordan Kuwait Bank and 
Cairo Amman Bank were the 
least efficient as they measured 
JD 4.630, JD 6340 and JD 9.150 

respectively. 

The study included another 
table rating banks accor din g to 
“not profit before tax per em- 
ployee.” This calculation was 
done by dividing the net profit 
before tax by tbe number of" 
employees at tbe bank at the end 
of the year. 

In tins regard, tire Jordan In- 
vestment and Finance Bank -star- 
red by registering JD 36396 per 
employee. Citibank came second 
for a JD 26489 per employee 
wink Amman Investment Bank 
recorded JD 17978. The Housing* 
Bank, Cairo Amman Bank and 
Jordan Kuwait Bank trailed tire 
list of Jt> 2387, JD 1550 and JD 
1391 re spectively. 

Ratings based on the volume of 
shareholder's equity fe a t ure d 
Arab Bank as No. 1 with ID 41 
million followed by tire Housing 


Bank and tire Jordan National 
Bank of JD 33 million and JD 20 

million respectively. The Jordan 
Islamic Bonk ranked in fourth 
place at JD 13 million. 

However, when the percentage 
ratio of shareholders equity to 
deposits was considered, Arab 
Bank was last at 2-6 per cent. The 
first four highest were the Arab 
Banting Corporation (Jordan) at 
19.7 per cent, the Union Bank of 
Saving and Investment at 18.8 per 
cent, tire Jordan National Bank at 
15.0 per cent and Citibank at 143 
per cent. 

The British Bank of the Middle 
East showed the most profitabil- 
ity when tbe net profit was di- 
vided by the average sharehol- 
ders equity at the begining and at 
the end of tbe year. The British 
Bank recorded 39.4 per cent fol- 
lowed by the Arab Bank (29.4 
per cent), ANZ Grindlays (29.4 
percent, the Jordan Islamic Bank 
(23.9 per cent) and the Jordan 
Investment ami Finance Bank 
(23.5 per cent). 

Amman Investment Bank post- 
ed a negative 523 per cent return 
to equity ratio while tire percen- 
tage for both Cairo Amman Bank 
and Jordan Kuwait Bank was 9.4 
per rent and 8.1 per rent respec- 
tively. 

Finally, Mr. Aqel produced a 
table known as the "average 
assets per employee.” 

In tins section, Jordan Finance 
and Investment Bank ranked the 
first with JD 1.9 million of assets 
per employee. Citibank was 
second with JD 1.1 million fol- 
lowed by Amman Investment 
Bank (JD 0.9 million) and Arab 
Bank (JD 0.8 million). Arab 
Land Bank was the lowest witt 
JD 03 million per employee.- 


Dutch, Belgians cut interest 
rates following German easing 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium and 
the Netherlands cot official in- 
terest rates Wednesday in a move 
which followed a lowering of 
German money market rates. 

Earlier Germany’s central 
bank, tire Bundesbank, signalled 
-a faD in domestic money market 
rates by announcing it hadxjn- 
-jected funds into the hanking 
system mostly at rates of 8.75 aim 
8.80 per ceot this week after 
previously bolding the rale at 
8.90 per cent. 

Hie lower money market rales 
were seen as a sign that tire 
German central bank might even- 
tually follow these with a cut in 
Germany’s high official interest 
rates. 

As tire mark fell on hopes of 
lower official German rates, the 
Dutch central bank said that it 
was lowering its three key official 
interest rates by a quarter of a 
percentage point each to 83 per 


cent effective Thursday. This, it 
said, reflected tire strength of the 
guilder. 

It also lowered its so-called 
special advances money market 
rate to 8.8 per cent from 8.90 per 
cent. 

Hie Belgian central bank said 
it was cutting its discount rate by 
quarter of a percentage point to 
7.75 per cent, effective from 
Thursday. 

The Belgian bank earlier cut its 
key seven-day advances rate and 
its primary dealer overnight in- 
tervention rate by 0.15 of a per- 
centage point to 8.75 per cent. 

The Belgian franc and Dutch, 
guilder are doseJy tied to the 
mark and monetary policy in 
Belgium and the Netherlands 
tracks that in Germany. 

Separately, two Italian com- 
mercial banks said they were 
lowering their prime lending 
rates. 


Italian state-controlled Banca 
Commerriale Italiana said it was 
cutting its prime and top lending 
rates by three-quarters of a per- 
centage point, effective next 


Monday. Tbe prime rate wil 
become 1635 per cent and tht 
top rate, its highest lending rate 
22.25 per cent, it said in a state 
ment. 


Unemployment in Canada 
remains high at 11.6% 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada’s job- 
less rate was stuck at 11.6 per 
cent in August for tire thud 
month, the government has re- 
ported. 

The government agency Statis- 
tics Canada said the number of 
full-time jobs fell by 8,000 in 
August, while part-time positions 


JUST ARRIVED ☆☆☆ JUST ARRIVED 

Large varieties of Japanese foodstuffs, 
TOFU, MISO and many other kinds of food- 
stuffs. 

YOU ARE MOST WELCOME 

BABEL SUPERMARKET 

Jabal Luweibdeh, near the circle. 
Tel. 622408, P.O.Box 9999, Amman 


rose by 19,000. 

It said a total of 190,000 full- 
time jobs have been lost in the 
past year, while part-time em- 
ployment climbed 60,000. 

Analysts saw that as a shift to 
part-time employment that is 
both symptom and a cause of tire 
floundering economy. 

“When you look at income and 


retail sales, tbe move to Iowa 
paying part-time jobs is not' 
constructive move,” said Davi 
Rosenberg, an economist 
“This really shows how wea.’ 
the economy is,” said Ruth Get 
ter, chief economist with tire Tor 
onto- Dominion Bank. 

M Part-time workers are earnin 
less money and are not necessari 
ly permanent,” she said. “If tire 
feel less secure it doesn't lead x 
spending and that is what we qr 
all waiting for.” 

Canada is going through to 
slowest recovery from recessio 
since World War EL A year ago i 
August the unemployment rat 
was 10.5 per cent. 
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The only car rental company equipped to service an your needs 






FIRST GLASS SEATS 
AT ECONOMY GLASS PRICES. 


UNIQUE FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Super deluxe furnished flat in western Amman, one master 
bedroom, 2 bedrooms, riving room, 3 bathrooms and 2 
balconies. Close circuit video channel and Hi-Fi for each 
room plus 200 English and Arabic films. Telephone, ’fax 
and central heating. 

Tel.: 829002, 10 a.m.- 8 p.m. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

American style, two floors, wide salons, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, kitchen, servant room, garden. 

Uniquely designed, very well located at Rabia - Amman, 

Please directly contact owner, tel. 682402, 
from 9 am to 6 p.m. Brokers prohibited. 


CAR FOR SALE 

CHEVROLET celebrity, 2.8 V 6-eurosports, 1986, silver 
colour, with air condition and radio (Delco), customs duty 
upaid. Price: JD 3,000 (negotiable) 

Call tel.: 655538 - 855537 



Ground floor, consisting of one bedroom, salon, dining 
and utilities; with independent entrance, garden, tele- 




building. 


in Shmelsani, near the former Yugoslav Embassy 

Please call tel. 861658, Amman 
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Welcome to Jordan , \ 
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Welcome to the ^ 

V. 

Bedouin's Bazaar Exhibition ^ 

Cards are welcome 3* 

\AA. 


20% to 30% discount on all items 

SpfcaJ offer on tiandmade Persian Carpels — bin two and Set oik- Rug frev. 

,Vt: ; : w;:p!N $11 Je-'-'l: e> V Po”,:Tv 

- 'C- 1 - ' i 

Tel. 

1 i . 1 • ,, L';.c , .j > ,r;i:; 

824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
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Street fighti n g between Bosnians 
Croats forces U.N. evacuation 



SARAJEVO, Bosnia- 

* Herzegovina (Agencies) — 
'.Heavy street fighting has broken 

1 ‘but between Muslims and ethnic 

* -Croats in the first serious dash 
- ■ .'between what had been nominal 

klUes, U.N. officials said 

* .Wednesday. 

‘ c The reported fighting,, winch 
• ! 'broke out Tuesday in the city of 
Hfitez about 60 kilometres south 
/ cM Sarajevo, comes amid deepen- 
ing tensions between Croats and 
'Mmlims, who had been focusing 
'Ihpir energeis on rebellions e thn ic 
.■ iferbs. 

? Bosnia’s Muslim president, 
Uija Izetbegovic, blamed Croa- 
tian separatists. 

“Some radical forces on the 

- Croatian side are trying to pro- 

- oke a conflict there, some radic- 
•• Is who are trying to make a state ^ 
!* rithm a state,” he said in Gene- 

■ - a. The site of ongoing U.N. and 

- European Community (EC) 
* eace talks. 

Mr. Izetbegovic announced 
: Agreement Tuesday to allow 

* « losnia-Herzegovina to be ch- 

ided into autonomous areas, a 

- eversal of his earlier stand and. 
r - n apparent concession to die 

.-■Croats- He also said 1 he would 
' t tep down at the end of the year, 

\ 1 ierhaps paving the way for his 

* eplacement to be an ethnic 
, joat. 

j- It is undear, however, if those 
. “gestures would ease tensions. 

' kdusliro-led Bosnians have grown 
~ fsentfuJ of the firm control taken 
i - y the Croatian Military Grga- 
, r< isatfon,- or HVO, in mixed 

■ ?■ luslim-Croatian areas. 

■» Bosnia’s Muslim-led govero- 
i tent also is alarmed at signs of 
[rowing friendship between 
•’Croatia and Serbia, fearing the 
> >|wo will strike a separate peace 
'> }nd carve up Bosnia. 

: j Fighting broke oat in Bosnia in 
' |Vpnl after ethnic Serbs rebelled 
: gains* a decision by the repub- 


lic's majority Muslims and Croats 
to secede from Yugoslavia. 

HVO is themflitaiy arm of an 
e thn ic Croatian administration 
that runs much of theYoughly 30 
per cent of Bosnia not held by 
Serbs. 

Word of die dashes between 
Mnsfims and Croats in Vitez 
came after an eight-person U.N. 
:-crew there was trapped by fight- 
ing and called for help. 

. The workers said there was 
shelling and. heavy street fighting, 
-: ; witfa at least one bullet striking 
the U.N. High Commissiotier for 
Refugees, or UNHCR, office- 
warehouse complex, said Marc 
Vacfaon, a UNHCR officer in 
Sarajevo. 

The workers were evacuated in 
three French armoured personnel 
carriers and an armoured ambu- 
lance to Croatian-controlled 
Kiseljak. where they spent the 
night No one was injured. 

Britain’s Defence Ministry said 
Wednesday that some British 
peacekeepers were trapped in 
Vitez by the fighting. 

Minor skirmishes had previous- 
ly occurred in Vitez, bat Tues- 
day’s incident was the first re- 
ported instance of street fighting. 

Croatian television late Tues- 
day also reported heavy fighting 
between Mnslims and Croats in 
another central Bosnian town, 
Novi Travnik. 

Fighting on roads to Sarajevo 
has virtually halted all overland 
deliveries of aid to the Besieged 
dty, which is facing, desperate 
shortages of food and fuel, the 
UNHCR said Tuesday. 

Although the Muslims and 
Croats are putative allies against 
the stronger Serbs, both Croats 
and Serbs favour dividing Bosnia 
into ethnic homelands. 

The Muslims had insisted on a 
centralised government. But Mr. 
Izetbegovic said Tuesday that he 
would agree to divide Bosnia into 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Soldier shot dead in N. Ireland 

BELFAST (R) — A Northern Ireland soldier was shot dead in 
the British-ruled province as he walked home across a remote 
farmyard, police said Wednesday. They said the 43-year-old 
member of the Royal Irish Regiment was gunned down Tuesday 
evening as be walked across the yard of his unde’s farm near the 
village of Rasharkm. The dead man was a friend of Protestant 
preacher-politician Ian Paisley, who said the shooting was “a 
-great tragedy.” No group immediately claimed responsibility for 
the killing. 

Guam hit by 2nd typhoon 


AG AN A, Guam (AP) — The second typhoon in less than two 
months swept over Guam early Wednesday with wind gusts well 
, over 100 mph (160 kpb), laxx±ing out power and water to parts of 
: the island of 135,000 people. The eye of typhoon Brian passed 
■ over the southern tip of the island at midday Wednesday (about 

• > 0200 GMT), then moved bade over ocean waters, the Joint 
•* Typhoon Warning Centre on Guam reported. The extent of 

damage couldn’t immediately be determined because of com- 
munications problems, but initial, unofficial reports were optimis- 

• tic. “It’s dearly not as bad as typhoon Omar,” said John 
1 Anderson of KGUM Radio Station in Agana. Omar slammed 

into the island on Aug. 28, destroying 900 homes and dozens of 
businesses and heavily damaging U.S. military installations. 
Damage from Omar was estimated at $487 million. 

Dutch, Germans agree to land swap 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — Wars have been fought over 
~ less, but Germany and the Netherlands agreed Tuesday to swap 
• several hundred tracts of land without exchanging so much as a 
: 7 cross word. Dutch Foreign Minister Hans Van Den Broek and 
l r German Ambassador Klaus Citron approved the first border 
j 7 change since 1960, when Holland gave back territory annexed 

• 7, after World War II, the Dutch Foreign Minister said. Each nation 

gave the other five hectares (12.5 acres) of uninhabited land to 
| ; make their 300-ldla metre (200-mile) border smoother and more 

• _ easily recognisable, a ministry spokesman said on condition of 

• " anonymity. Most were “tiny patches of unusable land” jutting 

■ .- beyond roads, canals, and railroad tracks, he said. 

• * 

Actress Shirley Booth dies at 94 

" CHATHAM, Mass. (AP) — Actress Shirely Booth, who won two 
I * Emmys as the bossy maid Hazel in the 1960s TV comedy of the 
!* same name. and Tony and Oscar awards for stage and screen 
[ versions of Come Back, Little Sheba, has died. Relatives gave her 

age as 94, said David Hunt of Nickerson Funeral Home. 

| i» Reference books give her age as 85. She died Friday of natural 
causes at her home on Cape Cod, Mr. Hunt said. Booth won 
1 ;i * three Tonys in ter stage career. Her best-known success came 
{ \\ when she won a Tony and the New York Drama Critics Award as 
i ‘ the lonely housewife Lola Delaney in a 1950 production of Come 
it. Back, Little Sheba. She won the Academy Award, the New York 
f 1 Filin Critics Award, and the Cannes Festival Acting Award for 
-.{ *’ the 1952 film version of the play, in which she played opposite 
■ ( Bart Lancaster. Ms. Both also won Tonys for Goodbye, My 
![ Fancy in 1949 and The Time Of The Cuckoo in 1953. 

:i* Pilot dies in Spanish plane collision 

•j ‘MADRID (R) — A Spanish Air Force pilot was killed when two 
;i „ Spanish military jets collided in mid-air during manoeuvres over 
;*-« northern France, the Defence Ministry said. The ministry named 
> * the dead pilot as Jose Miguel Lopez Merino. Another pilot 
s ejected and was treated for slight injuries in hospital. A 
’ * spokeswoman said the two Mirage-Fl jets brushed against each 
other at 1230 (1130 GMT) at a height of around 3,000 feet (900 
metres) as they were descending oyer the Somme region. The 
. spokeswoman had no further details. 

: • California issues highest quake alert 

: ' SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Authorities said they had issued the 
i ■ highest possible earthquake alert for parts of central California 
after scientists said there is a chance of a major quake in the area 
■ ; hi the next 72 hours. An earthquake measuring 4.7 on the 
Richter Se al? hit the tiny town of ParkfieM, 170 miles (270 km) 
" southeast of San Francisco Monday without causing any damage 
; or injuries. The State Office of Emergency Services issued a level 

‘! a alert for Parkfiekl and parts of six nearby counties— the highest 

■earthquake warning possible — half an hour later. The U.S. 
Geological Survey warned that there is a 37 per cent change that 
an earthquake of 6.0 or higher on the Richter Scale could hit the 
» area within the next three days. 


eight to 10 autonomous regions 
— as long as they are not based 
on ethnic fines. 

Mr. Izetbegovic made his com- 
ments after meeting with Presi- 
dent Dobrica Cosic of Yugoslavia 
and Franjo Tudjman of Croatia. 
Separately, Mr. Cosic and 


amongst themselves. ' 

Mr. Izetbegovic said Wednes- 
day be would send a high-level 
mili tary officer to talks on the 
demflitarisatitm of Sarajevo, tee, 
first face-to-fecc contact with' re- 
bel Serbs besieging the city. 

The Bosnian leader denied 


Abkhazia talks resume, 
Georgia ‘is planning ’ attack 


nDnnnni 
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Mr.Tudjmaa signed an agree-' Croatian media reports of a coup 
meat to speed normalisation of against him by bis vice-president,' 
relations between their states. Ejup Ganic, dismissing news' 
Serbs bold about one-third of accounts as part of a “propagan- 
Croatian territory, captured in da war.” 
fighting last year after Croatia The Bosnian dedsipn to join in 
declared independence from U.N.-sponsored trilateral talks 
Yugoslavia, winch now consists on the demilitarisation of 
only Serbia and Montenegro. Sarajevo will be semi as a major 
Some 10,000 people cued in boost to international efforts to 
that war, compared to at least bring peace to Bosnia. 

14,000 in the Bosnian conflict. “It’s about time they came into 
It was unclear what effect any line,” said a source at the Geneva 
agreement reached in Geneva conference on the former Yugos- 
would- have without the support la via. 

of Slobodan Milosevic, the hard- The decision came as the U.N. 
fine Serbian president, or that of said it was suspending its airlift of 
Serb fighters in Bosnia and relief supplies to Sarajevo inde- 
.CTOatia. finitely because of increased 

Mr. Milosevic supports Serb fighting in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
fighters in Bosnia, while Yngos- It suspended land convoys to the 
lav Federal Premier Milan Panic dty over the past week, 
and Mr. Cosic have taken a more The Muslim-led government 
conciliatory stand toward Bos- had refused to enter direct talks 
ilia's government. with rebel Serbs until vital utiK- 

Tbe United Nations said ties such as electricity and water 
Wednesday it was suspending Its were restored to the capital, 
airlift of relief supplies to Saijevo Sarajevo Radio said Wednesday 
indefinitely because of increased about half of Sarajevo bad elec- 
fighting in Bosnia-He rzegovina. tricity and some 70 per cent of 

The U.N.’s logisitics officer in households were receiving water. 
Sarajevo, Larry Hollingworth, But Mr. Izetbegovic said there 
told reporters the (UNHCR) had would still be no political contact 
ordered the suspension because with the insurgent Serbs, 
air corridors into the Bosnian “We have nothing against 
capital had become too danger- military people on the ground 
otu. sitting down to technical 

The suspension brought a halt problems,” he told reporters af- 
to all relief supplies to Sarajevo ter meeting Mr. Vance, 
following the temporary closure “But we are against political 
of land routes over the past week, leaden meeting face-to-face. We 
Mr. Hollingworth refe r red spe- cannot sit together with people 
cifically to Kiseljak and Vitez, to who we consider responsible for 
the west and north of the Bosnian the killing and genocide in 
capital, where Muslim and Croat Bosnia-Herzegovina. We will 
allies have begun fighting never sit together,” he added. 


‘Kelly shot dead by lover 
who then killed himself 


BONN, Germany (AP) — Petra 
Kelly, founder of Germany’s 
Greens Party and once a leading 
counterculture figure, was slain 
by her long-time lover who then 
used his .38-caliber Derringer to 
kill himself, police said. 

The Greens Party started out 
as an amalgam of leftist fringe 
groups battling police at U.S. 
milftaiy bases in the early 1980s. 
At her death, much of Ms. Kel- 
ley's ecological platform had 
been embraced by mainstream 
parties throughout Europe, and 
Germany's president praised her 
struggle for “peace and justice.” 

The decomposing bodies of 
Kelly and her 69-year-old 
companion-former Gen. Gert 
Bastian, who quit the army to 
join the peace movement — were, 
found in their house Monday 
night. 

Gen. Bastian shot the 44-year- 
old Kelly in the left temple, then 
turned the weapon on himself, 
Helmut Otto, Bonn’s chief detec- 
tive, told reporters. He said the, 
bodies could have been lying in 
the house for three weeks. 

Ms. Kelly was in bed, in a 
housedress under a cover. Gen. 
Bastian lay in the hall outside the 
bedroom. 

There was some possibility that 
Ms. Kelly and Gen. Bastian, both 


former members of parliament 
and highly visible activists, might 
have had a suicide pact, Mr. Otto 
said, adding be had no proof of 
that. 

No note of any kind was found, 
be said. 

“We are certain of one thing, 
which is (that) a third person was 
not responsible for the deaths of 
Frau Kelly and Herr Bastian,” 
Peter I wand, spokesman for the 
Bonn prosecutor’s Office, said at 
the sews conference. 

A spokeswoman far the 
Greens Party said numerous par- 
ty members had received thre- 
atening letters in recent weeks 
from right-wing extremists. 

.There was speculation Gen. 
Bastian was despondent ovei the 
rise of right-wing extremism in 
united Germany. 

In September, he released an 
impassioned letter saying that 
“ueo-fascim has spread across 
out land Kke wildfire.” He com- 
pared recent events to the anar- 
chic years erf the Weimar Repub- 
lic that paved the way for Adolf 
Hitler’s Third Reich. 

Although Ms. Kelly has lost 
much of her influence with the 
political decline of die Greens in 
recent years, party members said 
they did not have the impression 
she was disconsolate. 



Boris Yeltsin 

Russian 

parliament 

snubs 

Yeltsin 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia's con- 
servative parliament Wednesday 
snubbed President Boris Yeltsin 
by rejecting his request to post- 
pone a session of the country’s 
highest fegjslatiirc, the Congress 
of People’s Deputies. 

The decision opera the way for 
a direct confrontation between 
the highly conservative c o ngress 
and the reformist government of 
acting Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidaiy whose supporters fear its 
days could be numbered. 

Most of the 1,000-odd deputies 
to the c o ngress, which elects die 
standing parliament, are former 
Communist Party members who 
oppose the government’s radical 
economic reforms. They say die 
reforms are leading the country 
to total ruin. 

“This is a serious attempt to 
force die government's resigna- 
tion, which now appears almost 
inevitable,” liberal Deputy Sergei 
Kovalyov told reporters. 

Although there is virtually no 
chance the congress will try to 
oust Mr. Yeltsin, elected last year 
by popular ballot, it can seriously 
cut bis powers. 

Only 59 deputies voted in 
favour of Mr. Yeltsin’s formal 
request that the session of the 
congress be postponed from De- 
cember to next March. Nearly 
twice as many, 114, voted 

against. 

The move coincided with a 
demand by nationalist and radical 
parliamentary opposition leaders 
that Mr. Yeltsin resign on tile 
grounds he had failed to avert 
crisis in Russia. 

“You are incapable of leading 
Russia out of crisis. Yon are 
steering ft not to rerival but into a 
blind alley. Resign. 5 f Russia is 
dear to you,” c « i ’era said in 
an appeal r ■ the for- 
mer Commu. wspaper 

Pravda. 

Mr. Yeltsin had asked the 
standing pariiaraei delay tire- 
congress session, wn. . he said 
would only stir political in- 
fighting. Regional leaders in Rus- 
sia supported him. 

The request was dearly de- 
signed to give the cabinet a 
chance to poll Russia through the 
winter, winch critics say will bring 
more suffering to a population 
already straggling to survive dras- 
tic falls in living standards. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the session 
should be postponed at least untQ 
March to allow time to prepare a 
post-Soviet constitution which 
congress is scheduled to pass. 


peace between Georgia and its 
rebel region of Abkhazia amid 
reports Georgian loyalist forces 
were p lamripg a new offensive on 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev met Abkhazian 
rebel leader Vladislav Ardzinba 
in Moscow to txy to stop the. 
'conflict escalating. 

But a Georgian official told 
local television heavy weapons 
and reinfonxments had been 
brought to the* Abkhazian capital 
Sukhumi, now in the hands of 
Georgian government troops. 

• “They are preparing a' wide- 


A summit between Georgian 

leader Eduard Shevardnadze and 

Russian President 
Boris Yettsm, due last week, was 
postponed because neither side 
could agree on a preliminary 
agenda. Instead, foreign minis- 
ters met in Moscow to find a 
compromise. 

J Their talks failed and Mr. i 
Kozyrev said he feared an explos- 
ion of violence as both sides 
“continued making a stake on 
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lOTCC. 

* The Stumbling block appeared 
to be Georgia’s demand Abkha- 
zian troops withdraw from all 


scale offe nsi ve on (the Abkhazian; . territory seized in the latest offen- 


strongholds of) Gagra and' 
Gudauta,” local journalists 
quoted Tamaz Nadareishrili, a 
Georgian deputy bead of the 
Abkhaz parliament, as saying. 

Hundreds have been killed 
since August in fighting between 
Georgian troops and Abkhazian 
rebels backed by volunteers from 
Russia’s north Caucasus. The 
I- conflict flared after Tbilisi moved 
1 troops into the rebel region. 

A Russian-brokered ceasefire 
agreement collapsed last month 
when Abkhazian forces ousted 
loyalist troops from the north of 
tire region. They now hold terri- 


■ave. Abkhazians in return de- 
mand the withdrawal of Georgian 
-troops from tire region. 

- Mr. Shevardnadze, a former 
Soviet foreign minister who was 
elected Georgian leader with a 
landslide victory less than two 
weeks ago, told Russian Televi- 
sion Tuesday a meeting with Mr. 
Yeltsin was badly needed. 

“A meeting with Boris Niko- 
layevich (Yeltsin) is necessary 
and we must prepare for ft. Fai- 
lure to adopt a fundamental solu- 
tion would, I believe, further 
complicate the present situa- 
tion,” he said. 


NATO agrees to speed up 
work on peacekeeping role 


GLENEAGLES, Scotland (AP) 
— NATO defence ministers 
Wednesday pledged to speed up 
effo rts to give the 43-year-oW 
military alliance a new mission as 
peacekeeper in the turbulence of 
post-cold war Europe. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney joined other defence 
chiefs of the North Atlantic Trea- 
ty Organisation (NATO) in offer- 
ing further support to U.N. 
efforts to end the fighting in the 
former Yugoslavia^ 

“We are deeply disturbed by 
the continuing violence and des- 
truction in and around Europe 
and, in particular, we deplore the 
tragic and worsening situation in 
the former Yugoslavia,” the 
ministers said at the end of a 
two-day conference at the 
Gleneagies resort in northern 
Scotland. 

They warned of the dangers of 
the economic and political up- 
heavals in Eastern Europe, and 
reaffirmed their commitment to 
keeping the peace. 

“The United States strongly 
supports an enhanced peacekeep- 
ing role for NATO,” Mr. Cheney 
told a news conference. 

Britain’s Defence Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind said: 

"With tiie agony of the former 
Yugoslavia always in front of 
us,...any means.. .should be put at 
the disposal of tire United Na- 
tions for die benefit of the people 
who are being exposed to such 
terrible dangers.” 

The ministers, in a final stater 
merit, promised to ready their 
troops and equipment “so that 
NATO is better prepared to re- 
spond to the international com- 
munity when required.” 

At the start of the meeting, 
they ordered military aides to 
draw up plans by year’s end for 
using the alliance's expertise in 
peacekeeping. 

“NATO has unique assets and 


experience and a habit of working 
togetiier in a way that has proven 
to be extremely effective,” Mr. 
Rifkind said. 

NATO foreign ministers de- 
cided in early June their troops 
and equipment could be dispatch- 
ed on peacekeeping operations if 
asked by the 52-nation Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE). 

The decision' reversed a 
decades-old policy Hunting the 
deployment of forces to the terri- 
tory of NATO countries. 

No requests for peacekeeping 
help have been received. 

But possibly foreshadowing 
their new duties, some NATO 
nations intend to have by early 
December about 5,000 soldiers in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina to protect 
relief convoys. 

And tire ministers pledged “to 
provide further support to the 
efforts of the U.N. to bring peace 
■to the former Yugoslavia.” 

Bosnia-Herzegovina has been 
under siege since its majority 
Muslims and Croats voted in 
February to secede. Ethnic Serbs 
took up arms to try to prevent the 
breakup. 

Britain, Canada, France and 
Spain agreed to send troops, in 
fine with an alliance decision in 
early September to offer escort 
soldiers to the United Nations. 

German Defence Minister Vol- 
ker Ruche said Tuesday be would 
urge his government to come up 
with $39 million for a programme 
of logistical support, likely for 
transportation, in Bosnia. Ger- 
many’s constitution bars the gov- 
ernment from sending soldiers 
outside alliance territory. 

NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woerner said the allies 
agreed on new guidelines and 
procedures for managing a 
slimroed-down nuclear arsenal in 
an era of diminish ed East-West 
tensions. 


Bush vows to keep fighting in long-shot re-election bid 


WASHINGTON (R) — Un- 
bowed by his weak showing in the 
polls, President George Bush has 
painted himself as the true “com- 
eback kid” of 1992, but Demo- 
crat Bill Clinton signalled no 
letup in his breakneck pace for 
the final two weeks of the cam- 
paign. 

Independent candidate Ross 
Perot, the Texas billionaire with 
the one-line barbs, piled on extra 
pressure by saying be too would 
take his campaign on the road. 

Mr. Perot could siphon votes 
away from both men but has so 
far focused the brunt of his 
attacks on Mr. Bush. 

That leaves the Republican 
president with his back to the wall 

— a position he claims to love — 
as he struggles to break records 
and dose a double-digit poll gap 
in 14 days. 

Mr. Clinton, once dismissed as 
having no chance and rechris- 
tened the “comeback kid” for his 
rebound in the primary season, 
even prepared to raid Republican 
strongholds in the western part of 
the United States. 

Polls show the Arkansas gov- 
ernor could pull off a landslide 
victory on Nov. 3 if he can 
solidify support in those states. 

Mr. Bush, by. contrast, was. 
forced to speak to crowds on 
what should have been his home 
— Georgia and the Carofinas 

— as he set out on a whistle-stop 
tour of the sooth. 

Surprisingly at ease in his new 
role as the hungry underdog, Mr. 
Bush lashed out at Mr. Clinton 
before giddy crowds, fired up by 
Monday's fractious final cant 1 ' 
.paign debate, which featured 
some of the campaign's best ver- 


bal volleys. 

The president had no new 
strategy and knows that never 
before has a presidential candi- 
date come from so far behind in 
so little time. Even so, at a stop in 
Cornelia, Georgia, he shouted: 
“We're going to win; I'm abso- 
lutely confident in my heart of 
hearts; don’t believe these crazy 
polk.” 

Mr. Bush firmly declared' the 


Republicans, independents or 
former Perot supporters... A1 
Gore and I do not seek a victory 
for ourselves or our party. We 
want a mandate to rebuild this 
country and put our people first 
again,” be said. 

The Arkansas governor also 
said Mr. Bush — who has ham- 
mered away at taxes and trust — 
is lying by claiming Mr. Clinton 
would raise taxes on the middle 


Mr. Huso oraily declared me would raise taxes on me middle 
race “ain’t over” but even Harry 1 class to pay for domestic prog- 
Truznan, whose 1948 upset of rammes. 


Thomas Dewey set the standard 
for American political shockers, 
was not as far behind in the polls 
as Mr. Bush,' who trails Mr. 
Clinton by anywhere from 15 to 
19 points. Mr. Truman was five 
points behind with two weeks to 
80. 

Vice President Dan *Quayle, 
stumping in the Midwest, said the’ 
true George Bush was now on 
show. 

“He does well under pressure. 
His back’s against the wall. Peo- 
ple have underestimated George 
Bush in the past They have 
underestimated him tiiis time be- 
cause he’s going to be a winner,” 
Mr. Quayle said at a fundraiser in 
Dearborn, Michigan. 

Mr. Clinton too spent the day 
m the industrial midwest, where 
he ripped into Mr. Bush as a 
desperate man who is peddling 
lies to pump up Ins long-shot 
reelection bid. 

Mr. Clinton and running mate 
AJ Gore appealed for disen- 
chanted Republicans to jump' 
aboard and warned die-hard fans 
in Chicago against complacency 
in the final days before the elec- 
tion. 

“Whether you are Democrats, 


“Everybody who has looked at 
it has said it’s a Republican nega- 
tive campaign,” he told reporters 
on the campaign trail. 

Such traditional stumping, 
along with the daring Demoaatic 
forays- planned for Wyoming and 
Nevada, took over where the 
debates left off. 

Monday’s- 90-minute debate in 
East Lansing, Michigan, 'the last 
of tbiee, was Mr. Bush’s 
strongest yet, but voters polled 
still said Mr. Gmton and Mr. 
Perot performed better. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. State De- 
partment Tuesday defended Pres- 
ident Bush against an attack from 
independent candidate Ross 
Perot impugning his conduct of 
polity towards Iraq. 

The State Department in- 
tervention in tiie presidential 
race, backed by a stack of di- 
plomatic cables and an unpub- 
lished letter from acting Secretary 
of State Lawrence Eagleburger, 
came from a government agency 
already under fire from Demo- 
crats for meddling in the cam- 


Mr. Perot’s charges .produced 
one of the most dramatic ex- 
changes of Monday’s presidential 


debate. 

Mr. Perot accused Mr. Bush of 
signalling to Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein before he invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990 that 
Washington would not object to 
him talong over oilfields in the 
north of me emirate. 

Mr. Perot also charged that 
Mr. Bush had kept key diploma- 
tic documents secret from Con- 
gress and failed in his aim of 
eliminating Iraq’s nuclear, che- 
mical and biological weapons. 

. “We told him f Saddam) he 
could take the northern part' of 
Kuwait, and when he took the 
whole thing, we went nuts,” said 
Mr. Perot in a fierce and unex- 
pected assault on the jewel in the 
crown of Mr. Bush’s foreign poli- 
ty — .has Gulf war triumph. 

“And if we didn’t tell him that, 
why won't we even let the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
and the Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee see the written instructions 
for Ambassador Glaspie? (For- 
mer U.S. Ambassador to Iraq 
April Glaspie),” said Mr. Perot 

Mr. Bush quickly interjected: 
“Fve got to reply on that That 
gets to the national honour. We 
did not say to Saddam Hussein, 
Ross, fyou can-take the northern 
part of Kuwait*” 

Mr. Bush said Tuesday that 
former Secretary of State James 
Baker explained tiie facts to Mr. 
Perot after the debate. 

“Every single paper, including 
the secretary of state’s notes — 
which is unprecedented — was 
taken up to the U.$. Congress 
and looked at m detail,” Mr. 
Bush said daring a session with 
undecided voters in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said the debate 
format had not allowed Mr. Bush 
the opportunity to defend himself 
adequately. Mr. Eagleburger had 
therefore asked to use the depart- 
ment’s daily news briefing to set 
the record straight. 

“The United nates has never, 
and I repeat, never, told or in any 
way indicated to Saddam Hussein 
that Iraq could take the northern 
part of Kuwait. Nowhere in any 
document is there the statement 
or even the suggestion that the 
United States ever told this to 
Saddam or any other Iraqi,” said 
Mr. Boucher. 

Mr. Boucher also denied Mr. 
Perot’s charge that the State De- 
partment had given Ambassador 
Glaspie ■ special instructions, 
which it was now keeping secret, 
for a meeting she held with Mr. 
Saddam cm July, 25, 1990 a week 
before he invaded Kuwait. 

_ He disputed Mr. Perot’s asser- 
tion that Iraq retained nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons 
capabilities and saidu.N. inspec- 
tors had discovered U.S. technol- 
ogy made no significant contribu- 
tions to Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction. ' 

Bolstering the case, Mr. 
Boncher released an unpublished 
tetter from Mr. Eagtebarger to 
the New York Times, which he 
said had. been delivered last 
week, in which Mr. Eagtebarger 
sought tip defend the Bush admi- 
nistration’s Iraq polity. 

In the tetter, Mr. Eagteburger 
accused the newspaper of having 
a “pendant for distortion” and 
said it should get its facts st raigh t 
before attacking Mr. Bosh’s Iraq 
policy. • ' ... 


Madonna’s book 
sells well down 
under 

WELLINGTON (R) - Madon- 
na’s much-hyped coffee tabte 
.book Sex was launched around, 
the world Wednesday, hitting 
New Zealand and Australian 
book stores first because those 
countries are first to see each day. 
The metal -covered book, tided 

simply Sex and sealed from 
prying eyes by a plastic rover, 
contains full-frontal nude photos 
of the controversial A merica n 
pop singer as well as graphic 
sexual fantasies. The text, often 
in the form of letters to friends, 
would not be out of place in the 
fiction pages of a soft- 
pornography magazine, and 
Madonna states at the start of the 
book that any simflarity between 
the book and real life is coin- 
cidental. “Nothing in this book is 
true. I made it all op,” writes the 
dyed-blonde star who has made 
controversy her most marketable 
asset Bookstores reported keen 
interest in the book, which is 
reported to have an initial print 
run of 800,000. New Zealanders 
bought the book for New Zeland 
dollars 75 ($40) — cheaper than 
the $49.95 price in the United 
States. “It's created a fuss. 
There’s been a lot of excite- 
ment,” said Wellington book- 
store owner Tilly Lloyd. But one 
young buyer, a 19-year-old 
woman, said she was shocked by 
the contents. “It was bad. I am 
pretty open-minded, but I think 
Madonna’s let herself down doing 
it,” she said. 

'Keep me alive 
until I can 
vote for Clinton* 

HOUSTON (AP) — “Keep me 
alive until I can cast my vote,” 
retired physician George Dodd 
told fais wife, Reba. Dodd, 74, of 
Kerrville, was advised by his doc- 
tors last week be needed to go to 
a Houston hospital for treatment 
of a severe heart condition. Bat 
he refused to begin the 225-mfte 
(360-kilometre) ambulance trip 
until an absentee ballot could he 
brought to him, his wife .says. 
Texas’ early voting was to begin 
die next day in Kerrville, and a 
poll worker agreed to take a 
ballot to the ambulance if Mr. 
Dodd could get the driver to stop 
outside the city auditorium. So 
off they went. “He was on his 
back in the ambulance,” tubes 
sticking oat, no glasses for read- 
ing, unable to fill oat the dallot, 
Mrs. Dodd said. But when a 
worker brought the ballot out, 
Mr. Dodd told his wife how he 
wanted to vote. 'Tm not leaving 
until I vote for Bill Qinton. I am 
not going to die until I vote 
Democratic,” Mrs. Dodd quoted 
her husband as saying. A week 
later, he was in fair condition 
Tuesday at Methodist Hospital 
km Houston in the cardiac inten- 
sive care unit after a procedure to 
repair damaged blood vessels. 

Japan, China get 
closer— literally 

TOKYO (R) — Geologists have 
disco vc red that Japan and China 
are getting closer, literally, 
Japanese dailies reported. Move- 
ments off the Earth’s crust mean 
the two countries are converging 
at an annual rate of 2.9 cm (1.1 
inches), scientists at Japan's Posts 
and Telecommunications Minis- 
try said. The news was released as 
Emperor Altihito prepared to pay 
a historic visit to Cmna, setting 
the seal on a different type of 
rapprochement — the 20th 
anniversary of the restoration of 
diplomatic ties. The ministr y said 
the measurements were carried 
out jointly by staff at its Com- 
munications Research Labora- 
tory at Kashima, north of Tokyo, 
and counterparts from the 
Omiese Academy of Sciences 
Dased m Shanghai. They 

, ^stance between the two 
places by noting the difference in 
tune a radio wave emitted by a 
particular star took to reach 
them. 

Free phone calls 
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